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The Great Barrington Historic District Commission
(www.townofgb.org) collaborated with
the Great Barrington Historical Society
(www.greatbarringtonhistoricalsociety.org)
to create this brochure.
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Handsome Railroad Street devastated by fire in 1854 and
again in 1896 stands today as a testament to the resiliency of
the town’s business people.

The compact downtown district is a charming area filled
with interesting shops and restaurants. We hope that you will
enjoy this walking tour and explore the many layers of history
that make up the fabric of our town.

On behalf of the Great Barrington Historical Society and
the Great Barrington Historic District Commission we invite
are our heritage and encourage you to visit and sup-

portant ¢ of government and commerce dur-
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1. TOWN HALL 1875

Georgian architecture is reflected in Great Bérrington’s stately Town Hall.

Erected at a cos}*of more than $50,000, the building was designed to
contain a pub_lio’:r hall, a registry of deeds, prol_)ate courtrooms, library, and

town offices.

pwnstone pedestal in front.
n Hall in 1876 as a tribute to

3. MEMORIAL STONE 1890

(REPLACED IN 2004)
North of the Civil War monument is the
obelisk-shaped stone marking both the site

of the first Court House of Berkshire County

erected in 1764, and an act of open resis-
tance to British rule that occurred in 1774.






8. CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH 185t

Dr. Clarkson T. Collins migrated to
Great Barrington from New York in
1850 due to ill health and lived in
this villa, called Indiola Place, un-
til his death in 1881. Collins was a
prominent doctor and one of the first

gynecologists in the country.

9. COLLINS HOUSE 185t
Dr. Clarkson T. Collins operated a sanitarium at this location for 16 years.
Patients traveled by rail directly to the Collins House and while convalesc-

ing would drink mineral water brought in from Brush Hill.

10. NEWSBOY FOUNTAIN 1895
Colonel William Lee Brown, a promi-
nent New York state senator, who
had an interest in the first New York
Daily News, attributed his success in
enlarging the circulation of his pa-
per to the vigor and devotion of his
newshoys. He donated and dedicated
this fountain on October 10, 1895.
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14. CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH & MANSE 1883

The Acts of the Great and General Court of Massachusetts established the
church in Great Barrington in 1742. The handsome church and manse, de-
signed by architect W.C. Brockleshy, was dedicated on September 22, 1883.
The building was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1992.

15. MASON LIBRARY 103

The Mason Library was made possible by a bequest of Mary A. Mason of
New York in memory of her husband, Henry Hobart Mason. The library was
recently renovated and a new wing was also added.

16. ST. PETERS CHURCH 19011
Roman Catholic services began in Great Barrington
in 1841, when a priest from Chicopee, Father

John D. Brady, said Mass on the second floor of

the old Town Hall. The present Church on

Main Street was dedicated




17 STANLEY MARKER 19m

In 1886, inventor William Stanley demonstrat-
ed the feasibility of the use of alternating cur-
rent for commercial purposes by lighting 20
businesses on Main Street. Great Barrington

became the first place in the world to be il-

luminated by alternating current. He went on
to establish a manufactory of transformers and other electrical products
in Pittsfield in the 1890s and this operation evolved into General Electric.

18. AHAVATH SHOLOM SYNAGOGUE 1879

Once the North Street School and
later a carpenter shop, the build-
ing was purchased and convert-
ed into a synagogue in 1921 and
chartered in 1926 as the Love of
Peace Synagogue .

19. METHODIST CHURCH 1845
George Whitefield, an early leader of the

Methodist Movement in England, came to
Great Barrington on his last trip to America
and preached for several days in 1770.
However, it was not until 1833 that the
Methodist Society was organized and the
church built in 1845. The Methodist Church
is the oldest standing church structure in

Great Barrington.



23. OLD BERKSHIRE COURIER BUILDING 1870
This structure was built by Marcus H. Rogers in 1870 to house the
Berkshire Courier, a weekly

newspaper that operated from £
1834-1993. In 1916 a local '
bank acquired the property
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and added the tall columns.

25. MAHAIWE THEATRE 1905
The Mahaiwe, Great Barrington’s first theatre, was built by a syndicate of

local businessmen as part of the new Mahaiwe Block. The original block of
TS e e 1846 was destroyed by fire in 1901. The Mahaiwe is one of the oldest surviv-
ing theatres in the country and is
celebrated for its splendid acous-
tics. It was spacious enough to
serve traveling Broadway shows
of its time; it has also served as

the venue for vaudeville, silent
24. CITY STORE 1853

) . ; - movies, “talkies” and concerts. The theatre has played an important role in
The City Store at the corner of Railroad and Main Streets was the first com-

the life of the area. The Mahaiwe was completely restored in 2003.
mercial block in Great Barrington. This building type is characterized by

large glazed storefronts to showcase retail goods. It is also one of the few

surviving structures of the great fire of 1896.




Reconstruction followed in
the devastating fires which
ravaged downtown Great
Barrington between 1895 and
1900. Substantial Post-Vic-
torian buildings, monuments
to the prosperity of that era,
created the architectural di-
versity on Main and Railroad
Streets that we enjoy today.

Hope Fire truck, circa 1921.




They say that the only constant is change and this was very true of Main Street
at the turn of the 20th century. Fire and prosperity were major factors that
transformed the architectural landscape of downtown.
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1. Town Hall == 2
2. Winged Victory Monument o T 18
3. Memorial Stone =1
4. Searles Castle
5. St. James Episcopal Church
6. Dwight House
1. Taylor Hill
B. Christian Science Church
9. Collins House
10. Newsboy Fountain
11. The Wheeler House
12. Wainwright Hall
13. Birthsite of W.E.B Dubois

14. Congregational Church & Manse
15. Mason Library

16. St Peter's Charch

17. Stanley Marker

18. ‘Ahavath Sholom Synagogue

19. Methodist Church

20. Macedonia Babtist Church

21. Clinton A.M.E. Zion Church

22. United States Post Dffice

23. 0ld Berkshire Courier Building W istoricsiTe

24, City Store 1 HISTORIC MONUMENT
25. Mahaiwe Theatre Bl maIN BUSINESS DISTRICT
26. 0!d Fire House B AscresmionaL

21. Russell House @ roRKiNG

28. Train Station




