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THE TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
 
The Town of Great Barrington is located in western Massachusetts, in the southern portion of Berkshire 
County, approximately 135 miles west of Boston and 135 miles north of New York City.  The Town is bordered 
by the Towns of Stockbridge, West Stockbridge and Lee on the north; Alford and Egremont on the west; 
Sheffield on the south; New Marlborough on the southeast; and Tyringham and Monterey on the east.   
 
Great Barrington occupies a land area of 45.86 square miles and has a population of 6,705 according to the 
2012 Town census.  Incorporated as a Town in 1761, Great Barrington is governed by a town manager / open 
town meeting form of government. 
 
CONSTITUTIONAL STATUS AND FORM OF GOVERNMENT 
 
Massachusetts cities and towns are subject to the plenary legislative power of the Commonwealth.  As stated by 
the Supreme Judicial Court: 
 
 A town is not an independent sovereignty.  It is merely a subordinate agency of the State 

government.  It is a creature of the Commonwealth, from which are derived all its powers and 
those of its voters and officers. 

 
Cities and towns provide general governmental services at the local level.  Municipalities were traditionally 
authorized to exercise only those powers granted by the State legislature, but Massachusetts adopted a Home 
Rule Amendment to its Constitution in 1966, under which a city or town may exercise by ordinance or by-law 
any power which the State legislature could confer upon it, provided that the ordinance or by-law is consistent 
with the laws enacted by the State legislature.  Certain powers are excluded from home rule and may still be 
exercised only when authorized by State law;  these powers include the power to levy taxes, the power to 
borrow money, and the power to enact private or civil law governing civil relationships except as an incident to 
the exercise of an independent municipal power.  Under the Home Rule Amendment the State legislature may 
enact general laws relating to a class of two or more municipalities but (except in limited circumstances) may 
enact a special law relating to a particular city or town only on request of the city or town or on 
recommendation of the governor and passage by a two-thirds vote of both houses of the legislature. 
 
An amendment to the State Constitution provides that any law imposing additional costs on two or more cities 
or towns by regulating aspects of municipal employment will not be effective within a city or town until the city 
council or town meeting accepts the law.  Local acceptance will not be required if the legislature has either 
passed the law by a two-thirds vote or provided that the additional costs would be assumed by the State. 
 
Cities and towns may change their form of government by adopting home rule charters or amending existing 
charters.  A town of less than 12,000 population may not change to a city form of government and a town of 
less than 6,000 inhabitants may not change from the open town meeting form of government to a limited or 
representative town meeting form. 
 
Cities are generally governed by a city council and an elected mayor who has the power to veto council actions; 
the council may override a mayoral veto by a two-thirds vote of the councillors.  Some cities are governed by a 
city council and an appointed city manager who has no power to veto council actions; some municipalities, 
although still called "towns," have adopted a similar city form of government with a town council and town 
manager or administrator.  Provision is often made for a referendum on council actions, and for initiation of 
measures, upon petition of a sufficient number of voters. 
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Most towns are governed by open town meetings in which any voter may participate.  Others have an elected 
representative town meeting, often with public officers serving as ex officio members of the town meeting.  
Provision is usually made for a referendum on actions of the representative town meeting upon petition of a 
sufficient number of voters.  Administrative affairs are generally managed by a board of three or more 
selectmen, sometimes with the assistance of a town manager or executive secretary. 
 
School affairs of cities and towns are administered by an elected school committee, except in those towns 
whose educational functions are carried out entirely through a regional school district. 
 
GOVERNING BODIES AND OFFICERS 
 
Local legislative decisions in the Town are made by an open town meeting consisting of all registered voters in 
the Town.  Subject to the legislative decisions made by the town meeting, the affairs of the Town are generally 
administered by a board of five selectmen, elected on an at-large basis for staggered three-year terms, assisted 
by a Town Manager. 
 
Local school affairs are administered by a regional school committee, including six members from the Town 
elected for staggered three-year terms.  Local taxes are assessed by a principal assessor and a board of three 
assessors, appointed by the Town Manager, for staggered three-year terms. 
 
The following is a list of the principal executive officers: 
 
  Manner of Selection  Term 
Office Name        and Term            Expires 
Selectmen Sean Stanton, Chairman Elected / 3 years 2015 
 Deborah Phillips, Vice Chairman Elected / 3 years 2015  
 Stephen C. Bannon Elected / 3 years 2013 
 Alana Chernila Elected / 3 years 2013 
 Andrew D. Blechman Elected / 3 years 2014 
 

Town Manager (1) Kevin O’Donnell Appointed / 3 years 2013 
 

Treasurer/Collector Sandra C. Larkin Appointed /    -   
  

Town Accountant/Town 
   Financial Coordinator Lauren M. Sartori Appointed / 3 years 2015 
 

Town Clerk Marie Ryan Appointed /     -   
     Indefinite term 
 

Town Counsel Kopelman and Paige Appointed by the Board of 
  Selectmen / Annually 2013 
 
_______________________ 
(1) The current Town Manager will be leaving the position before the end of fiscal 2013.  The Town has not yet begun a search for a 

new Town Manager. 
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SERVICES 
 

The Town provides general governmental services for the territory within its boundaries, including police and 
fire protection (by a volunteer fire service), disposal of recyclable items, sewer service (on an enterprise fund 
basis) to the developed areas of the Town, street maintenance and recreational facilities.  Areas of the Town not 
served by the sewer enterprise are served by individual on-site septic systems.  The Town does not provide any 
municipal solid waste collection and disposal services.  All such services are provided by private contractors to 
individual homeowners and businesses in the Town. 
 
Water services are provided by the Great Barrington Fire District to the centrally located development in and 
abutting the downtown.  Water services are also provided by the Housatonic Water Company to the village of 
Housatonic (which is located in the northern portion of the Town).  Otherwise, water is provided by individual 
wells. 
 
Public education in the grades kindergarten through twelve is provided by the Berkshire Hills Regional School 
District.  The Town is one of three member communities; the other two are the Towns of Stockbridge and West 
Stockbridge.  On average, the enrollment from Great Barrington approximates 68 percent of the students 
attending. 
 
Legislation enacted in 1997 abolished the county governments of Franklin and Middlesex counties as of June 
15, 1997, with their assets, functions, debts and other obligations being assumed by the Commonwealth.  The 
abolishment of the Middlesex County government was in part in response to a default by the county in the 
payment of general obligation notes of the county.  The legislation also abolished the county governments of 
Hampden and Worcester counties as of July 1, 1998.  Legislation enacted in 1998 abolished the county 
governments of Hampshire, Essex and Berkshire counties as of January 1, 1999, July 1, 1999 and July 1, 2000, 
respectively.  The legislation also requires the state secretary for administration and finance to establish a plan 
to recover the Commonwealth’s expenditures for the liabilities and other debts assumed and paid by the 
Commonwealth on behalf of an abolished county.  Unless these provisions are changed by further legislation, 
the state treasurer shall assess upon each city and town within the jurisdiction of an abolished county an amount 
equal to the county tax paid by each such city and town for the fiscal year immediately prior to the abolishment 
of the county (or two years prior in the case of Essex County) until such expenditures by the Commonwealth 
are recovered.  It is possible that similar legislation will be sought to provide for abolishment of county 
government in all the other counties. 
 
AUTHORIZATION OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS AND NOTES 
 
Serial bonds and notes are authorized by a two-thirds vote of the town meeting.  Refunding bonds and notes are 
authorized by the selectmen.  Borrowings for some purposes require State administrative approval. 
 
When serial bonds or notes have been authorized, bond anticipation notes may be issued by the officers 
authorized to issue the serial bonds or notes.  Temporary loans in anticipation of the revenue of the fiscal year 
in which the debt is incurred or in anticipation of authorized federal and state aid generally may be incurred by 
the Treasurer with the approval of the Selectmen. 
 
DEBT LIMITS 
 
General Debt Limit.  The General Debt Limit of a city or town consists of a Normal Debt Limit and a Double 
Debt Limit.  The Normal Debt Limit is 5 percent of the valuation of taxable property as last equalized by the 
State Department of Revenue.  A city or town can authorize debt up to this amount without state approval.  It 
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can authorize debt up to twice this amount (the Double Debt Limit) with the approval of the State Municipal 
Finance Oversight Board composed of the State Treasurer, the State Auditor, the Attorney General and the 
Director of Accounts. 
 
There are many categories of general obligation debt which are exempt from and do not count against the 
General Debt Limit.  Among others, these exempt categories include revenue anticipation notes and grant 
anticipation notes, emergency loans, loans exempted by special laws, certain school bonds, sewer bonds, solid 
waste disposal facility bonds and economic development bonds supported by tax increment financings; and 
subject to special debt limits, bonds for water (limited to 10 percent of equalized valuation), housing, urban 
renewal and economic development (subject to various debt limits), and electric, gas, community antenna 
television systems and telecommunications systems (subject to separate limits).  Revenue bonds are not subject 
to these debt limits.  The General Debt Limit and the special debt limit for water bonds apply at the time the 
debt is authorized.  The other special debt limits generally apply at the time the debt is incurred. 
 
Revenue Anticipation Notes.  The amount borrowed in each fiscal year by the issue of revenue anticipation 
notes is limited to the tax levy of the prior fiscal year, together with the net receipts in the prior fiscal year from 
the motor vehicle excise and certain payments made by the Commonwealth in lieu of taxes.  The fiscal year 
ends on June 30.  Notes may mature in the following fiscal year, and notes may be refunded into the following 
fiscal year to the extent of the uncollected, unabated current tax levy and certain other items, including revenue 
deficits, overlay deficits, final judgments and lawful unappropriated expenditures, which are to be added to the 
next tax levy, but excluding deficits arising from a failure to collect taxes of earlier years.  (See “Taxation to 
Meet Deficits” herein).  In any event, the period from an original borrowing to its final maturity cannot exceed 
one year. 
 
TYPES OF OBLIGATIONS 
 
General Obligations.  Massachusetts cities and towns are authorized to issue general obligation indebtedness 
of these types: 
 
Serial Bonds and Notes.  These are generally required to be payable in equal or diminishing annual principal 
amounts beginning no later than the end of the next fiscal year commencing after the date of issue and ending 
within the terms permitted by law.  Level debt service is permitted for bonds or notes issued for certain 
purposes, including self-supporting enterprise purposes, certain state-aided school projects, and certain 
community preservation and open space projects, as well as for those projects for which debt service has been 
exempted from property tax limitations.  The principal amounts of certain economic development bonds 
supported by tax increment financing may be payable in equal, diminishing or increasing amounts beginning 
within 5 years after the date of issue.  The maximum terms of serial bonds and notes vary from one year to 40 
years, depending on the purpose of the issue.  Most of the purposes are capital projects.  Bonds or notes may be 
made callable and redeemed prior to their maturity, and a redemption premium may be paid.  Refunding bonds 
or notes may be issued subject to the maximum term measured from the date of the original bonds or notes.   
 
Serial bonds may be issued as "qualified bonds" with the approval of the State Municipal Oversight Board 
composed of the State Treasurer, the State Auditor, the Attorney General and the Director of Accounts subject 
to such conditions and limitations (including restrictions on future indebtedness) as may be required by the 
board.  Qualified bonds may mature not less than 10 nor more than 30 years from their dates and are not subject 
to the amortization requirements described above.  The State Treasurer is required to pay the debt service on 
qualified bonds and thereafter to withhold the amount of the debt service from state aid or other state payments; 
administrative costs and any loss of interest income to the State are to be assessed upon the city or town. 
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Bond Anticipation Notes.  These generally must mature within two years of their original dates of issuance but 
may be refunded from time to time for a period not to exceed five years from their original dates of issuance, 
provided that for each year that the notes are refunded beyond the second year they must be paid in part from 
revenue funds in an amount at least equal to the minimum annual payment that would have been required if the 
bonds had been issued at the end of the second year.  For certain school projects, however, notes may be 
refunded from time to time for a period not to exceed seven years without having to pay any portion of the 
principal of the notes from revenue funds.  The maximum term of bonds issued to refund bond anticipation 
notes is measured (except for certain school projects) from the date of the original issue of the notes. 
 
Revenue Anticipation Notes.  These are issued to meet current expenses in anticipation of taxes and other 
revenues.  They must mature within one year but, if payable in less than one year, may be refunded from time to 
time up to one year from the original date of issue. 
 
Grant Anticipation Notes.  These are issued for temporary financing in anticipation of federal grants and state 
and county reimbursements.  They must generally mature within two years but may be refunded from time to 
time as long as the municipality remains entitled to the grant or reimbursement. 
 
Revenue Bonds.  Cities and towns may issue revenue bonds for solid waste disposal facilities, for projects 
financed under the Commonwealth’s Water Pollution Abatement or Drinking Water Revolving Loan Programs 
and for certain economic development projects supported by tax increment financing.  In addition to general 
obligation bonds and notes, cities and towns having electric departments may issue electric revenue bonds, and 
notes in anticipation of such bonds, subject to the approval of the State Department of Telecommunications and 
Energy.  The Town does not have an electric department. 
 
DEBT (1) 
 
The following shows the direct debt to be outstanding as of February 15, 2013: 
 
General Obligation Bonds: 
 Within General Debt Limit (2) 
 Sewers and Drains (3) $     145,000 
 Other Building 7,743,180 
 Streets, Sidewalks & Drainage 173,200 
 Departmental Equipment        568,600 
 Total Within the General Debt Limit  $  8,629,980 
 Outside General Debt Limit 
 Sewers (3) $     400,020 
 Other Outside General                  0  
 Total Outside the General Debt Limit         400,020 
Total Outstanding General Obligation Bonds  $  9,030,000 
 

Temporary Loans in Anticipation of: 
 Revenue $                0 
 Bonds  1,850,000 
 Grants                  0 
   Total Temporary Loans       1,850,000 
   Total Direct Debt (4)  $10,880,000 
_______________________ 
(Footnotes are presented on the following page.) 
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(1) Principal amount only.  Excludes lease and installment purchase obligations, overlapping debt, unfunded pension liability, and 
other post employment benefits liability. 

(2) Currently the normal general debt limit is $69,367,755 and the double general debt limit is $138,735,510. 
(3) $7,433,220 has been exempted from the provisions of Proposition 2½. 
(4) $545,020 is self-supporting 

 
AUTHORIZED UNISSUED DEBT AND PROSPECTIVE FINANCING 
 
The Town has $6,635,000 authorized unissued debt, of which $1,850,000 is currently outstanding as Bond 
Anticipation Notes, for road, sidewalk and drainage improvements; for engineering design purposes; and for the 
purchase of departmental equipment.  The Town is expecting to issue bonds to refund the Notes prior to the end 
of fiscal 2013.   
   
FIVE YEARS OUTSTANDING DEBT (1) 
 

  As of June 30  
 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 
Long- Term Indebtedness: 
  Sewers and Drains $   165,000 $     190,000 $     210,000 $     231,123 $     251,835 
  Departmental Equipment 568,600 624,900 681,000 0 115,000 
  Streets, Sidewalks & Parking 173,200 259,800 346,400 0 0 
  Other Building   7,809,850     8,618,620     9,427,390     9,386,660   10,168,330 
Total Within the General Debt Limit $8,716,650 $  9,693,320 $10,664,990 $  9,617,783 $10,535,165 
 

Outside the General Debt Limit: 
  Sewers $   533,350 $     666,680 $     800,100 $     933,340 $  1,066,670 
  Other Outside General                 0        135,000        275,000        415,000        555,000 
Total Outside the General Debt Limit      533,350        801,680     1,075,010 $  1,348,340 $  1,621,670 
   Total Long-Term Indebtedness $9,250,000 $10,495,000 $11,740,000 $10,966,123 $12,156,835 
______________ 
(1) Principal amount only.  Excludes lease and installment purchase obligations, overlapping debt, unfunded pension liability, and 

other post employment benefits liability. 

 
BOND DEBT vs. POPULATION, VALUATIONS AND INCOME 
 

  As of June 30  
 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 
Amount (1)(000 omitted) $9,250 $10,495 $11,740 $10,966 $12,157 
Per Capita (2) 1,309 1,477 1,596 1,486 1,647 
 
Percent of Assessed Valuation (3) 0.68% 0.75% 0.81% 0.77% 0.90% 
Percent of Equalized Valuation (4) 0.67% 0.70% 0.82% 0.77% 1.09% 
 
Per Capita (2) as a percent of 
 Personal Income per Capita 3.79% 4.30% 4.78% 4.31% 4.76% 
______________________ 
(1) Outstanding principal on general obligation bonds.  Excludes lease and installment purchase obligations, overlapping debt, 

unfunded pension liability, and other post employment benefits liability. 
(2) Source:  U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census - Latest applicable actuals or estimates. 
(3) The assessed valuation used here is the assessed valuation for that fiscal year. 
(4) The equalized valuation used here is the equalized valuation in effect for that fiscal year. 
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ANNUAL DEBT SERVICE (1) 
 
The following table presents the debt service payable on the Town’s outstanding debt as of February 15, 2013.  
 
 Cumulative 
Fiscal Outstanding 02/15/13 (2) Total Debt % Principal 
 Year  Principal  Interest Service  Retired  
2013 $   890,000 $   169,552 $   1,059,552 9.9% 
2014 1,010,000 336,464 1,346,464 21.0 
2015 935,000 295,099 1,230,099 31.4 
2016 755,000 255,353 1,010,353 39.8 
2017 555,000 222,060 777,060 45.9 
2018 555,000 196,693 751,693 52.0 
2019 530,000 175,425 705,425 57.9 
2020 530,000 154,573 684,573 63.8 
2021 510,000 134,110 644,110 69.4 
2022 510,000 113,890 623,890 75.1 
2023 510,000 93,545 603,545 80.7 
2024 510,000 73,075 583,075 86.4 
2025 410,000 52,275 462,275 90.9 
2026 410,000 34,850 444,850 95.5 
2027      410,000        17,425        427,425 100.0% 
 $9,030,000 $2,324,388 $11,354,388 
____________________ 
(1) Excludes revenue anticipation notes, grant anticipation notes, bond anticipation notes, lease and installment purchase 

obligations, overlapping debt, unfunded pension liability, and other post employment benefits liability. 
(2) Principal amount of $7,433,220 and the interest thereon has been exempted from the provisions of Proposition 2½. 

 
REVENUE ANTICIPATION NOTE BORROWING 
 
The Town has not issued revenue anticipation notes in any of the last ten fiscal years. 
 
CONTRACTS 
 
Municipal contracts are generally limited to currently available appropriations.  A city or town generally has 
authority to enter into contracts for the exercise of any of its corporate powers for any period of time deemed to 
serve its best interests, but generally only when funds are available for the first fiscal year; obligations for 
succeeding fiscal years generally are expressly subject to availability and appropriation of funds.  
Municipalities have specific authority in relatively few cases to enter into long-term contractual obligations that 
are not subject to annual appropriation, including contracts for refuse disposal and sewage treatment and 
disposal.  Municipalities may also enter into long-term contracts in aid of housing and renewal projects.  There 
may be implied authority to make other long-term contracts required to carry out authorized municipal 
functions, such as contracts to purchase water from private water companies. 
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Municipal contracts relating to solid waste disposal facilities may contain provisions requiring the delivery of 
minimum amounts of waste and payments based thereon and requiring payments in certain circumstances 
without regard to the operational status of the facilities. 
 
Municipal electric departments have statutory power to enter into long-term contracts for joint ownership and 
operation of generating and transmission facilities and for the purchase or sale of capacity, including contracts 
requiring payments without regard to the operational status of the facilities.  The Town does not have an electric 
department. 
 
Cities and towns are authorized to lease (as lessee) off-street parking facilities, school buildings, hospital 
equipment, data processing equipment, energy conservation equipment and educational equipment for periods 
ranging up to 10 years.  They may also lease equipment, with options to purchase, for a period up to 10 years.  
Contracts may also be made for the installment purchase of energy conservation equipment over a period up to 
10 years.  Cities and towns may also lease various properties as lessor.  The Town has not entered into any lease 
or installment purchase contracts of a substantial nature. 
 
Pursuant to the Home Rule Amendment to the Massachusetts Constitution, (see Constitutional Status and Form 
of Government herein), cities and towns may also be empowered to make other contracts and leases. 
 
The Town has no significant contractual obligations.  
 
OVERLAPPING DEBT (1) 
 
The following table sets forth the portion of overlapping debt assessed to the Town as of February 15, 2013: 
 
     Assessment 
 Estimated    for Operations 
 Authorized  Share of   and Debt Service 
  Outstanding  Unissued the Town        FY 2013 
Berkshire Hills Regional School 
     District (2) $12,275,000 $0 67.60% $11,598,719 
Berkshire Regional Transit Authority (3) 0 0 7.9% $62,132 
_____________________ 
(1) Principal amount only.  Excludes temporary loans in anticipation of revenue.  Omits debt of the Commonwealth. 
(2) Source: Berkshire Hills Regional School District.  Debt is as of February 15, 2013.  The shares of the member municipalities 

vary from year to year according to pupil enrollment.  The share shown here has been estimated by the District based on present 
circumstances, which are subject to change.  The other members of the District are the Towns of Stockbridge and West 
Stockbridge.  In fiscal 2013, the District expects to receive $1,418,259 from the Massachusetts School Building Authority 
towards the approved project cost of the District’s recent school construction project.  With the completion of the school project 
construction audit, it expects to receive thereafter an amount of approximately 61 percent of the approved costs.  Approximately 
68% of the cost of the debt service on the related bonds will be assessed to the Town, less the Town’s allocable share of any such 
expected reimbursements.  The Town has exempted its share of such debt service from the tax limitations of Proposition 2½.  

(3) Source: Berkshire Regional Transit Authority, as of February 15, 2013.  Assessment and estimated share of the Town are 
estimated figures provided by the Authority.   

 
The Berkshire Hills Regional School District completed a $28,900,000 school construction project in 2005, 
consisting of new elementary and middle schools.  The District issued bonds for the project dated January 1, 
2004.  The Town’s share of the school district’s debt service for this purpose has been excluded by the 
Town from the limits of Proposition 2½. 
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RETIREMENT PLAN 
 
The Massachusetts General Laws (Chapter 32, Sections 1-28) provide for the establishment of contributory 
retirement systems for state employees, for teachers and for county, city and town employees other than 
teachers.  Teachers are assigned to the separate statewide teachers' system and not to the city and town systems.  
For all employees other than teachers, this law is subject to acceptance in each city and town.  Substantially all 
employees of an accepting city or town are covered.  If a town has a population of less than 10,000 when it 
accepts the statute, its non-teacher employees participate through the county system and its share of the county 
cost is proportionate to the aggregate annual rate of regular compensation of its covered employees. 
 
The Public Employee Retirement Administration Commission (“PERAC”) provides oversight and guidance for 
and regulates all state and local retirement systems. 
 
The obligations of a city or town, whether direct or through a county system, are contractual legal obligations 
and are required to be included in the annual tax levy. If a city or town, or the county system of which it is a 
member, has not established a retirement system funding schedule as described below, the city or town is 
required to provide for the payment of the portion of its current pension obligations which is not otherwise 
covered by employee contributions and investment income. “Excess earnings,” or earnings on individual 
employees’ retirement accounts in excess of a predetermined rate, are required to be set aside in a pension 
reserve fund for future, not current, pension liabilities. Cities and towns may voluntarily appropriate to their 
system’s pension reserve fund in any given year up to five percent of the preceding year’s tax levy.  The 
aggregate amount in the fund may not exceed ten percent of the equalized valuation of the city or town. 
 
If a city or town, or each member city and town of a county retirement system, has accepted the applicable law, 
it is required to annually appropriate an amount sufficient to pay not only its current pension obligations, but 
also a portion of its future pension liability. The portion of each such annual payment allocable to future 
pension obligations is required to be deposited in the pension reserve fund. The amount of the annual city or 
town appropriation for each such system is prescribed by a retirement system funding schedule which is 
periodically reviewed and approved by PERAC.  Each system’s retirement funding schedule is designed to 
reduce the unfunded actuarial pension liability of the system to zero by not later than June 30, 2028, with 
annual increases in the scheduled payment amounts of not more than 4.5 percent.  City, town and county 
systems which have an approved retirement funding schedule receive annual pension funding grants from the 
Commonwealth for the first 16 years of such funding schedule. 
 
Under legislation enacted in 2003, cities and towns that accepted its provisions and that obtained certain state 
approvals therefore were allowed, within limits, to reduce the amount of their scheduled appropriations for 
fiscal year 2004 and fiscal year 2005 for the unfunded portion of their pension liability to offset recent 
reductions in state aid.  Cities and towns that reduced such appropriations were required to revise their 
retirement system funding schedule for eliminating their unfunded pension liability and were allowed to extend 
such schedule by one year, provided that in no event could such funding schedule extend beyond June 30, 2028. 
 
City, town and county systems may choose to participate in the Pension Reserves Investment Trust Fund (the 
“PRIT Fund”), which receives additional state funds to offset future pension costs of participating state and 
local systems. If a local system participates in the PRIT Fund, it must transfer ownership and control of all 
assets of its system to the Pension Reserves Investment Management Board, which manages the investment and 
reinvestment of the PRIT Fund.  Cities and towns with systems participating in the PRIT Fund continue to be 
obligated to fund their pension obligations in the manner described above.  The additional state appropriations 
to offset future pension liabilities of state and local systems participating in the PRIT Fund are required to total 
at least 1.3 percent of state payroll.  Such additional state appropriations are deposited in the PRIT Fund and 
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shared by all participating systems in proportion to their interests in the assets of the PRIT Fund as of July 1 for 
each fiscal year. 
 
In addition to the contributory systems, cities and towns provide non-contributory pensions to a limited number 
of employees, primarily persons who entered service prior to July 1, 1937 and their dependents.  The Town has 
no such non-contributory system. 
 
The Town participates in the Berkshire Regional Retirement System (the contributory retirement system of the 
former Berkshire County).  The annual contributions of the Town to the retirement system for the most recent 
fiscal years and the amount budgeted for fiscal 2013 are as follows: 
 
 Fiscal Year Amount 
 2013 (budgeted) $658,047 
 2012 586,847 
 2011 565,411 
 2010 502,777 
 2009 464,874 
  
As of January 1, 2011, the Berkshire Regional Retirement System had assets valued at $150,244,994 to support 
an actuarial accrued liability of $179,954,870 leaving an estimated unfunded actuarial liability in the amount of 
$29,709,876.  The valuation was performed by the Public Employee Retirement Administration Commission. 
 
Cost-of-living increases for each local retirement system may be granted and funded only by the local system, 
and only if it has established a funding schedule.  Those statutory provisions are subject to acceptance by the 
local retirement board and approved by the local legislative body, which acceptance may not be revoked. 
 
The foregoing data do not include the retirement system costs or liabilities attributable to employees of the 
county or the retirement system costs or liabilities of any other entity of which the Town is a constituent part. 
 
In addition to the assets attributed to the Town held by the Berkshire Regional Retirement System, the Town 
has funded a Pension Reserve Trust Fund.  The balance in that fund as of June 30, 2012, was $1,162,326 (of 
which $100,000 has been appropriated for use as a portion of the payment due to the Regional Retirement 
System for fiscal 2013).  
 
OTHER POST-EMPLOYMENT BENEFITS 
 
In addition to pension benefits, cities and towns may provide retired employees with payments for a portion of 
their health care and life insurance benefits.  These benefit payments are generally provided on a pay-as-you-go 
basis.  In 2006, the Town adopted Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 32B, Section 18 which requires all 
retirees and their spouses, once eligible, to be enrolled in Medicare extension plans. 
 
The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (“GASB”) recently promulgated its Statement Nos. 43 and 45, 
which will for the first time require public sector entities to report the future costs of these non-pension, post-
employment benefits in their financial statements.  These new accounting standards do not require pre-funding such 
benefits, but the basis applied by the standards for measurement of costs and liabilities for these benefits is 
conservative if they continue to be funded on a pay-as-you-go basis and will result in larger yearly cost and liability 
accruals than if such benefits were pre-funded in a trust fund in the same manner as traditional pension benefits.  
Although cities and towns that choose to self-insure all or a portion of the cost of the health care benefits they 
provide to employees and retirees may establish a trust fund for the purpose of paying claims, Massachusetts 
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General Laws do not currently provide cities and towns with general legal authority to establish a trust fund for the 
purpose of pre-funding this liability in the same manner as traditional pension benefits.   
 
The Berkshire Region Group Purchasing Program, the group health insurance purchaser for member 
communities in Berkshire County, has contracted with The Segal Group to prepare a valuation and review of 
the Other Post Employment Benefits of its members as of June 30, 2010.  The actuarial accrued liability for the 
Town, assuming pay-as-you-go funding of the benefits provided, was $11,278,360.  The Town has established 
an OPEB and expects to make its first payment into that trust in fiscal 2014. 
 
PROPERTY TAXATION 
 
Tax Rate and Valuation - General.  Property is classified for the purpose of taxation according to its use.  The 
legislature has in substance created three classes of taxable property: (1) residential real property, (2) open space 
land, and (3) all other (commercial, industrial and personal property).  Within limits, cities and towns are given the 
option of determining the share of the annual levy to be borne by each of the three categories.  Until fiscal year 
2004, the share required to be borne by residential real property was at least 50 per cent of its share of the total 
taxable valuation; under legislation enacted in the beginning of 2004, however, cities and towns were authorized to 
reduce the required share to be borne by residential real property to at least 45 per cent of its share of the total 
taxable valuation in fiscal year 2004, 47 per cent in fiscal year 2005, 49 per cent in fiscal year 2006 and 50 per cent 
thereafter.  The effective rate for open space must be at least 75 per cent of the effective rate for residential real 
property.  Until fiscal year 2004, the share of commercial, industrial and personal property was limited to not more 
than 175 per cent of their share of the total valuation; under legislation enacted in the beginning of 2004, however, 
cities and towns were authorized to increase the limit on the share of the total taxable valuation of such property to 
not more than 200 per cent in fiscal year 2004, 197 per cent in fiscal year 2005, 190 per cent in fiscal year 2006, 183 
percent in fiscal year 2007, 175 per cent in fiscal year 2008, and, if the share of such property in a particular city or 
town exceeded 175 per cent in any of fiscal years 2004 through 2007, 170 per cent in fiscal years 2009 and 
thereafter.  Under legislation recently enacted for fiscal years 2008 and thereafter, the share of the annual levy to be 
borne by residential real property must be at least 50 percent of its share of the total taxable valuation; the effective 
rate for open space must be at least 75 percent of the effective rate for residential real property; and the share of 
commercial, industrial and personal property must not exceed 175 percent of their share of the total valuation.  A 
city or town may also exempt up to 20 per cent of the valuation of residential real property (where used as the 
taxpayer’s principal residence) and up to 10 percent of the valuation of commercial real property (where occupied 
by certain small businesses).  Property may not be classified in a city or town until the State Commissioner of 
Revenue certifies that all property in the city or town has been assessed at its fair cash value.  Such certification 
must take place every three years.  The Town does not impose different tax rates on different classes of property. 
 
Related statutes provide that certain forest land, agricultural or horticultural land (assessed at the value it has for 
these purposes) and recreational land (assessed on the basis of its use at a maximum of 25 percent of its fair 
cash value) are all to be taxed at the rate applicable to commercial property.  Land classified as forest land is 
valued for this purpose at five percent of fair cash value but not less than ten dollars per acre. 
 
In order to determine appropriate relative values for the purposes of certain distributions to and assessments 
upon cities and towns, the Commissioner of Revenue biennially makes a redetermination of the fair cash value 
of the taxable property in each municipality.  This is known as the "equalized value".  See Debt Limits herein. 
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VALUATIONS 
 
The following shows the assessed and equalized valuations for the current and most recent fiscal years: 
 
  For Fiscal Year  
 2013 2012 2011 2010 (1) 2009 
Real Property $1,323,945,906 $1,314,227,027 $1,355,182,074 $1,414,527,310 $1,392,438,325 
Personal Property        36,937,621        37,394,783        36,838,772        36,538,285        34,919,098 
    Total (2) $1,360,883,527 $1,351,621,807 $1,392,020,846 $1,451,065,595 $1,427,357,423 
 
Equalized Value (3) $1,387,355,100 $1,490,513,900 $1,490,513,900 $1,431,386,500 $1,431,386,500 
Percent of Total Assessed 
   to Equalized Valuation 98.1% 90.7% 93.4% 101.4% 99.7% 
_______________ 
(1) Revaluation years. 
(2) As of January 1, 2013, 2012, 2011, 2010, and 2009 respectively. 
(3) Based on equalized valuation in effect for each year.    
 
The following table shows the breakdown of the total assessed valuation for fiscal years 2013, 2012, and 2011 
by classification: 
 
 2013 Assessed % Of  2012 Assessed % Of  2011 Assessed % Of 
Class Valuation Total Valuation Total Valuation Total 
Residential $1,078,673,891 79.3% $1,070,876,282 79.2% $1,110,132,706 79.7% 
Commercial 235,289,215 17.3 233,296,342 17.3 234,655,868 16.9 
Industrial 9,982,800 0.7 10,054,400 0.7 10,393,500 0.8 
Personal        36,937,621      2.7        37,394,783     2.8        36,838,772     2.6 
  Total $1,360,883,527 100.0% $1,351,621,807 100.0% $1,392,020,846 100.0% 
 
TAX RATES 
 
The following shows the actual tax rates per $1,000 of assessed valuation and the estimated full value rate 
based on the equalized valuations for the current and most recent fiscal years: 
 
 Fiscal   Actual Full Value 
  Year   Tax Rate       Rate    
  2013 $13.14 $12.89 
  2012 13.12 11.90 
  2011 12.16 11.83 
  2010 11.52 11.68 
  2009 11.36 11.33 
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LARGEST TAXPAYERS (1) 
 
The following is a list of the largest taxpayers for fiscal 2013:  
 
 Assessed  Amount Percent 
Taxpayer Purpose Value of Tax of total 
Pinewood Realty Trust Retail Center $11,282,850 $148,257 0.83% 
Massachusetts Electric Company Utility 9,401,604 123,537 0.69 
Berkshire Bank Financial Institution 7,984,400 104,915 0.59 
Kimco Great Barrington Retail Center 7,635,100 100,325 0.56 
Educational Consultants Private School 7,617,000 100,087 0.56 
Verizon New England Utility 6,402,000 84,122 0.47 
Individual Private Residence 5,518,668 72,515 0.41 
Butternut Basin  Ski Resort 4,580,869 60,193 0.34 
KSNS Stockbridge Rd Realty Trust Realty 3,888,400 51,094 0.29 
Stockbridge Road Realty LLC Realty     3,651,500     47,981 0.27 
     Total  $67,962,391 $893,026 4.99% 
_________________ 
(1) All of the largest taxpayers listed above are current on their real estate and personal property taxes.  

 
TAX LEVIES 
 
Levy-General.  The principal tax of Massachusetts cities and towns is the tax on real and personal property.  
The amount to be levied in each year is the amount appropriated or required by law to be raised for municipal 
expenditures less estimated receipts from other sources and less appropriations voted from funds on hand.  The 
total amount levied is subject to certain limits prescribed by law; for a description of those limits see “Tax 
Limitations” below.  As to the inclusion of debt service and final judgments, see Security and Remedies herein. 
 
The estimated receipts for a fiscal year from sources other than the property tax may not exceed the actual 
receipts during the preceding fiscal year from the same sources unless approved by the State Commissioner of 
Revenue.  Excepting special funds the use of which is otherwise provided for by law, the deduction for 
appropriations voted from funds on hand for a fiscal year cannot exceed the "free cash" as of the beginning of 
the prior fiscal year as certified by the State Director of Accounts plus up to nine months' collections and 
receipts on account of earlier years' taxes after that date.  Subject to certain adjustments, free cash is surplus 
revenue less uncollected overdue property taxes from earlier years. 
 
Although an allowance is made in the tax levy for abatements (see “Abatements and Overlay” below) no 
reserve is generally provided for uncollectible real property taxes.  Since some of the levy is inevitably not 
collected, this creates a cash deficiency which may or may not be offset by other items (see “Taxation to Meet 
Deficits” herein). 
 
Taxation to Meet Deficits.  As noted elsewhere (see “Abatements and Overlay” herein) overlay deficits, i.e. 
tax abatements in excess of the overlay included in the tax levy to cover abatements, are required to be added to 
the next tax levy.  It is generally understood that revenue deficits, i.e. those resulting from non-property tax 
revenues being less than anticipated, are also required to be added to the tax levy (at least to the extent not 
covered by surplus revenue). 
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Amounts lawfully expended since the prior tax levy and not included therein are also required to be included in 
the annual tax levy.  The circumstances under which this can arise are limited since municipal departments are 
generally prohibited from incurring liabilities in excess of appropriations except for major disasters, mandated 
items, contracts in aid of housing and renewal projects and other long-term contracts.  In addition, utilities must 
be paid at established rates and certain established salaries, e.g. civil service, must legally be paid for work 
actually performed, whether or not covered by appropriations.   
 
In the opinion of Bond Counsel, cities and towns are authorized to appropriate sums, and thus to levy taxes, to 
cover deficits arising from other causes, such as "free cash" deficits arising from a failure to collect taxes.  This 
is not generally understood, however, and it has not been the practice to levy taxes to cover free cash deficits.  
Except to the extent that such deficits have been reduced or eliminated by subsequent collections of uncollected 
taxes (including sales of tax titles and tax possessions), lapsed appropriations, non-property tax revenues in 
excess of estimates, other miscellaneous items or funding loans authorized by special act, they remain in 
existence. 
 
Tax Limitations.  Chapter 59, Section 21C of the General Laws, also known as "Proposition 2½", imposes two 
separate limits on the annual tax levy of a city or town. 
 
The primary limitation is that the tax levy cannot exceed 2½ percent of the full and fair cash value.  If a city or 
town exceeds the primary limitation, it must reduce its tax levy by at least 15 percent annually until it is in 
compliance, provided that the reduction can be reduced in any year to not less than 7½ percent by majority vote 
of the voters, or to less than 7½ percent by two-thirds vote of the voters. 
 
For cities and towns at or below the primary limit, a secondary limitation is that the tax levy cannot exceed the 
maximum levy limit for the preceding fiscal year as determined by the State Commissioner of Revenue by more 
than 2½ percent, subject to exceptions for property added to the tax rolls or property which has had an increase, 
other than as part of a general revaluation, in its assessed valuation over the prior year's valuation.   
 
This “growth” limit on the tax levy may be exceeded in any year by a majority vote of the voters, but an increase in 
the secondary or growth limit under this procedure does not permit a tax levy in excess of the primary limitation, 
since the two limitations apply independently.  In addition, if the voters vote to approve taxes in excess of the 
“growth” limit for the purpose of funding a stabilization fund, such increased amount may only be taken into 
account for purposes of calculating the maximum levy limit in each subsequent year if the board of selectmen of a 
town or the city council of a city votes by a two-thirds vote to appropriate such increased amount in such subsequent 
year to the stabilization fund.  The applicable tax limits may also be reduced in any year by a majority of the voters. 
 
The State Commissioner of Revenue may adjust any tax limit "to counterbalance the effects of extraordinary, 
non-recurring events which occurred during the base year". 
 
The statute further provides that the voters may exclude from the taxes subject to the tax limits and from the 
calculations of the maximum tax levy (a) the amount required to pay debt service on bonds and notes issued 
before November 4, 1980, if the exclusion is approved by a majority vote of the voters, and (b) the amount 
required to pay debt service on any specific subsequent issue for which similar approval is obtained.  Even with 
voter approval, the holders of the obligations for which unlimited taxes may be assessed do not have a statutory 
priority or security interest in the portion of the tax levy attributable to such obligations.  As noted above, debt 
service on $7,433,220 principal amount of currently outstanding bonds is exempt from the limitations of 
Proposition 2½.  It should be noted that Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44, Section 20 requires that the 
taxes excluded from the levy limit to pay debt service on any such bonds and notes be calculated based on the 
true interest cost of the issue.  Accordingly, the Department of Revenue limits the amount of taxes which may 
be levied in each year to pay debt service on any such bonds and notes to the amount of such debt service, less a 
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pro rata portion of any original issue premium received by the city or town that was not applied to pay costs of 
issuance.  Voters may also exclude from the Proposition 2½ limits the amount required to pay specified capital 
outlay expenditures.  In addition, the city council of a city, with the approval of the mayor if required, or the 
board of selectmen or the town council of a town may vote to exclude from the Proposition 2½ limits taxes 
raised in lieu of sewer or water charges to pay debt service on bonds or notes issued by the municipality (or by 
an independent authority, commission or district) for water or sewer purposes, provided that the municipality’s 
sewer or water charges are reduced accordingly. 
 
In addition, Proposition 2½ limits the annual increase in the total assessments on cities and towns by any 
county, district, authority, the Commonwealth or any other governmental entity (except regional school 
districts, the MWRA, and certain districts for which special legislation provides otherwise) to the sum of (a) 2½ 
percent of the prior year's assessments and (b) "any increases in costs, charges or fees for services customarily 
provided locally or for services subscribed to at local option".  Regional water districts, regional sewerage 
districts and regional veteran's districts may exceed these limitations under statutory procedures requiring a 
two-thirds vote of the district's governing body and either approval of the local appropriating authorities (by 
two-thirds vote in districts with more than two members or by majority vote in two-member districts) or 
approval of the registered voters in a local election (in the case of two-member districts).  Under Proposition 2½ 
any State law to take effect on or after January 1, 1981 imposing a direct service or cost obligation on a city or 
town will become effective only if accepted or voluntarily funded by the city or town or if State funding is 
provided.  Similarly, State rules or regulations imposing additional costs on a city or town or laws granting or 
increasing local tax exemptions are to take effect only if adequate State appropriations are provided.  These 
statutory provisions do not apply to costs resulting from judicial decisions. 
 
Pledged Taxes. Taxes on certain property in designated development districts may be pledged for the payment of 
costs of economic development projects within such districts and may therefore be unavailable for other municipal 
purposes. 
 
Initiative Petitions.  Various other proposals have been made in recent years for legislative amendments to the 
Massachusetts Constitution to impose limits on state and local taxes.  To be adopted such amendments must be 
approved by two successive legislatures and then by the voters at a state election. 
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CALCULATION OF TAX LEVIES AND LEVY LIMITS 
 
The following table shows the details of the calculation of the tax levies for the current and most recent fiscal 
years: 
 
  For Fiscal Year (000 omitted)  
 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 
Gross Amount to be Raised: 
 Appropriations $24,143 $23,677 $22,993 $22,118 $22,179 
 Other Local Expenditures 13 125 89 180 14 
 State and County Charges 69 77 72 74 70 
 Overlay Reserve      161      166      152      148      220 
  Total Gross Amount to be Raised 24,386 24,045 23,306 22,521 22,483 
Less Estimated Receipts & Other Revenue 
 Estimated Receipts from State 976 901 932 830 1,112 
 Estimated Receipts – Local 3,075 2,966 2,843 2,667 2,848 
  Available Funds Appropriated: 
 Free Cash 0 0 0 0 12 
 Other Available Funds 214 382 390 156 220 
Free Cash & Other Revenue Used 
 to Reduce the Tax Rate     2,239     2,064     2,214     2,151     2,076 
Total Estimated Receipts & Revenue     6,504     6,312     6,379     5,804     6,268 
Net Amount to Be Raised (Tax Levy) $17,882 $17,733 $16,927 $16,716 $16,215 
 
The following table shows the calculation of levy limits for the current and most recent fiscal years. 
 
  For Fiscal Year (000 omitted)  
 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 
Primary Levy Limit (1) $34,022 $33,791 $34,801 $36,277 $35,684 
 
Prior Fiscal Year Levy Limit 17,071 16,530 15,975 15,434 14,754 
2.5% Levy Growth 427 413 400 386 369 
New Growth (2) 220 128 155 156 311 
Overrides            0            0            0           0           0 
Growth Levy Limit 17,718 17,071 16,530 15,975 15,434 
Debt Exclusions 1,372 1,500 1,451 1,606 1,511 
Capital Expenditure Exclusions            0            0           0           0           0 
Tax Levy Limit 19,090 18,571 17,981 17,581 16,945 
Tax Levy   17,882    17,733   16,927   16,716   16,215 
Unused Levy Capacity (3) $  1,208 $     838 $  1,054 $     865 $     730 
Unused Primary Levy Capacity (4) $16,304 $16,719 $18,270 $20,301 $20,250 
____________________________ 
(1)  2.5% of assessed valuation. 
(2)  Allowed increase for new valuations - certified by the Department of Revenue. 
(3)  Tax Levy Limit less Tax Levy.  The additional amount which may be levied without voter approval. 
(4)  Primary Levy Limit less Growth Levy Limit. 
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TAX COLLECTIONS AND ABATEMENTS 
 
Payment Dates.  The taxes for each fiscal year are due in two installments on November 1 (subject to deferral 
if tax bills are sent out late) and May 1.  The Town has never deferred the payment date of its November tax 
bill.  There is statutory provision providing quarterly tax payments for cities and town; the Town has not 
accepted that legislation.   
 
Lien. Real property (land and buildings) is subject to a lien for the taxes assessed upon it, subject to any 
paramount federal lien and subject to bankruptcy and insolvency laws.  (In addition, real property is subject to a 
lien for certain unpaid municipal charges or fees.)  If the property has been transferred, an unenforced lien 
expires on the fourth December 31 after the end of the fiscal year to which the tax relates.  If the property has 
not been transferred by the fourth December 31, an unenforced lien expires upon a later transfer of the property.  
Provision is made, however, for continuation of the lien where it could not be enforced because of a legal 
impediment. 
 
Personal Liability.  The persons against whom real or personal property taxes are assessed are personally 
liable for the tax (subject to bankruptcy and insolvency laws).  In the case of real property, this personal liability 
is effectively extinguished by sale or taking of the property as described in “Taking and Sale” below. 
 
The following shows the total tax levy, the reserve for abatements, the net levy and the percents collected 
during each fiscal year and as of a more recent date for the current and most recent fiscal years: 
 
  For Fiscal Year  
 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 
Total Tax Levy $17,882,010 $17,733,278 $16,926,973 $16,716,276 $16,214,780 
Overlay Reserve for Abatements        160,683        166,031        151,907        148,165        220,158 
   Net Tax Levy (1) $17,721,327 $17,567,247 $16,775,067 $16,568,111 $15,994,622 
Amount Collected During 
Fiscal Year Payable (2)                      n.a. $17,007,370 $16,126,509 $15,877,986 $15,597,506 
Percent of Net Tax Levy  96.8% 96.1% 95.8% 97.5% 
Amount Collected 
   Through 12/31/12 (2)(3) $8,182,499 $17,310,607 $16,462,147 $16,176,270 $15,747,378 
Percent of Net Tax Levy 46.0% 98.5% 98.1% 97.6% 98.5% 
__________________ 
(1 Net after deduction of overlay reserve for abatements. 
(2) Actual collections net of refunds.  Does not include abatements, proceeds of tax titles or tax possessions attributed to such levy or 

other non-cash credits. 
(3) Beginning in fiscal 2006, the Town places all prior year levies in tax title at the end of each fiscal year to perfect the Towns lien.  

Thus, commencing in fiscal 2006, no additional collections are recorded. 
 
Abatements and Overlay.  A city or town is authorized to increase each tax levy by an amount approved by 
the State Commissioner of Revenue as an "overlay" to provide for tax abatements.  If abatements are granted in 
excess of the applicable overlay, the excess is required to be added to the next tax levy. 
 
Abatements are granted where exempt real or personal property has been assessed or where taxable real or personal 
property has been overvalued or disproportionately valued.  The assessors may also abate uncollectible personal 
property taxes.  They may abate real and personal property taxes on broad grounds (including inability to pay) with 
the approval of the State Commissioner of Revenue.  But uncollected real property taxes are ordinarily not written 
off until they become municipal "tax titles" by purchase at the public sale or by taking, at which time the tax is 
written off in full by reserving the amount of the tax and charging surplus. 
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The following shows the abatements granted during the current fiscal year as well as through a more recent date 
for the most recent fiscal years: 
 
  For Fiscal Year  
 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009 
Tax Levy $17,882,010 $17,733,278 $16,926,973 $16,716,276 $16,214,780 
Overlay Reserve for Abatements 160,683 166,031 151,907 148,165 220,158 
Percent of Tax Levy 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 0.9% 1.4% 
Abatements Granted:      
   During Fiscal Year of Levy     n.a.      $102,901      $126,617      $161,949      $102,288   
   Through 12/31/12 $82,648 $102,901 130,446 175,409 158,245  
 
Taking and Sale.  Massachusetts law permits a municipality either to sell by public sale (at which the 
municipality may become the purchaser) or to take real property for nonpayment of taxes.  In either case the 
property owner can redeem the property by paying the unpaid taxes, with interest and other charges, but if the 
right of redemption is not exercised within six months (which may be extended an additional year in the case of 
certain installment payments), it can be foreclosed by petition to the Land Court.  Upon foreclosure, a tax title 
purchased or taken by the municipality becomes a "tax possession" and may be held and disposed of in the 
same manner as other land held for municipal purposes. 
 
Sales of Tax Receivables.  Cities and town are authorized to sell delinquent property tax receivables by public 
sale or auction either individually or in bulk. 
 
Taxes Outstanding 
 
 For Current Tax Titles and 
    Date    Aggregate       Year          Possessions 
 06/30/12 $581,715 $574,931 $743,750 
 06/30/11 617,338 612,792 469,462 
 06/30/10 530,587 529,361 697,937 
 06/30/09 468,312 466,109 530,393 
 06/30/08 437,095 435,010 402,485 
  
TOWN FINANCES 
 
Budget and Appropriation Process 
 
The annual appropriations of the Town are ordinarily made at the annual meeting which takes place in May.  
Appropriations may also be voted at special meetings.  The Town has a Town Manager and a Finance 
Committee which submit reports and recommendations on proposed expenditures at town meetings. 
 
Under certain circumstances and subject to certain limits and requirements, the city council of a city, upon the 
recommendation of the mayor, may transfer amounts appropriated for the use of one department (except for a 
municipal light department or a school department) to another appropriation for the same department or for the use 
of any other department.  In a town, town meeting may at any time vote to transfer any amount previously 
appropriated to any other authorized use by law, and, under certain circumstances and subject to certain limits and 
requirements, the selectmen of a town, with the concurrence of the finance committee, may transfer amounts 
appropriated for the use of any department to any other appropriation for the same department or to any other 
department. 
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Water and sewer department expenditures are included in the budgets adopted by town meetings but electric 
and gas department funds may be appropriated by the municipal light boards.  Under certain legislation any city 
or town which accepts the legislation may provide that the appropriation for the operating costs of any 
department may be offset, in whole or in part, by estimated receipts from fees charged for services provided by 
the department.  It is assumed that this general provision does not alter the pre-existing power of an electric or 
gas department to appropriate its own receipts. 
 
The school budget is limited to the total amount appropriated by the town meeting, but the school committee 
retains full power to allocate the funds appropriated.  State legislation known as the Education Reform Act of 
1993, as amended, imposes certain minimum expenditure requirements on municipalities with respect to 
funding for education and related programs and may affect the level of State aid to be received for education. 
The requirements are determined on the basis of formulas affected by various measures of wealth and income, 
enrollments, prior levels of local spending and state aid, and other factors.  From fiscal 1994 through budgeted 
2010, the net school spending for the regional school district exceeded the minimum required local 
contribution. 
 
State and county assessments, abatements in excess of overlays, principal and interest not otherwise provided 
for, and final judgments are included in the tax levy whether or not included in the budget.  Revenues are not 
required to be set forth in the budget but estimated non-tax revenues are taken into account by the assessors in 
fixing the tax levy.  (See Property Taxation herein.) 
 
BUDGET COMPARISON 
 
The following table sets forth the actual budgets for fiscal years 2009-2013: 
 
 2013  2012 2011 2010 2009 
General Government $  1,259,504 $  1,216,655 $  1,214,021 $  1,189,057 $  1,165,910 
Public Safety 1,870,682 1,809,154 1,781,333 1,737,858 1,765,427 
Public Health  72,641 71,555 69,443 67,153 65,671 
Public Works 1,992,967 1,997,806 1,946,474 2,001,664 1,975,050 
Education 11,598,719 11,313,439 10,947,474 10,586,338 10,328,135 
Libraries 490,196 467,366 460,349 458,917 436,588 
Parks and Recreation 73,700 74,200 75,000 79,000 79,000 
Veterans 113,641 90,521 51,720 46,738 43,131 
Miscellaneous 7,433 7,433 7,433 17,433 7,433 
Debt and Interest 1,824,100 1,824,100 1,764,524 1,581,842 1,672,319 
Insurance 1,825,469 1,865,469 1,780,836 1,638,192 1,560,673 
Retirement 703,047 640,608 606,611 542,777 500,874 
Council on Aging 130,729 111,444 107,671 73,742 85,471 
Capital 5,646,000 1,927,000 1,188,000 941,100 1,236,900 
Funds Transfers 30,500 30,500 30,500 30,500 66,710 
Human Services          26,300            30,940          31,600          61,860          68,650 
   Total $27,665,628 $23,478,190 $22,063,236 $21,054,171 $21,057,942 
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STATE AID 
 
In addition to grants for specified capital purposes (some of which are payable over the life of the bonds issued 
for the projects), the Commonwealth provides financial assistance to cities and towns for current purposes.  
Payments to cities and towns are derived primarily from a percentage of the State's personal income, sales and 
use and corporate excise tax receipts, together with the net receipts from the State Lottery.  A municipality's 
state aid entitlement is based on a number of different formulas, of which the "schools" and "lottery" formulas 
are the most important.  Both of the major formulas tend to provide more state aid to poorer communities.  
None of the programs have a termination date under existing law, and while a formula might indicate that a 
particular amount of state aid is owed, the amount of state aid actually paid is limited to the amount 
appropriated by the state legislature.  The state annually estimates state aid, but the actual state aid payments 
may vary from the estimate. 
 
In the fall of 1986, both the State Legislature (by statute repealed as of July 1, 1999) and the voters (by 
initiative petition) placed limits on the growth of state tax revenues.  Although somewhat different in detail, 
each measure essentially limits the annual growth in state tax revenues to an average rate of growth in wages 
and salaries in the Commonwealth over the three previous calendar years.  If not amended, the remaining 
measure could restrict the amount of state revenues available for state aid to local communities. 
 
The following table sets forth the actual State aid received in each of the most recent fiscal years and the 
amount budgeted to be received in fiscal 2013. 
 
 Fiscal Year Total From the State 
 2013 (budgeted) $968,205 
 2012 911,642 
 2011 922,856 
 2010 820,049 
 2009 1,101,061 
 
STATE SCHOOL BUILDING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
 
Under its school building assistance program, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts provides grants to cities, 
towns and regional school districts for school construction projects.  Until July 26, 2004, the State Board of 
Education was responsible for approving grants for school projects and otherwise administering the program. 
Grant amounts ranged from 50% to 90% of approved project costs.  Municipalities generally issued bonds to 
finance the entire project cost, and the Commonwealth disbursed the grants in equal annual installments over 
the term of the related bonds.  Approved project costs included the interest expense incurred on debt issued by a 
municipality to finance the school project.  In recent years, demand for school building assistance grants far 
exceeded available funds.  As of July 1, 2004, a total of 425 projects for which completed grant applications 
had been submitted were still on the Department of Education’s project priority list awaiting approval of a 
grant. 
 
Pursuant to legislation which became effective on July 26, 2004, the state legislature created the Massachusetts 
School Building Authority (the “Authority” ) to finance and administer the school building assistance program. 
The Authority has assumed all powers and obligations of the Board of Education with respect to the program.  
In addition to certain other amounts, the legislation dedicates a portion of Commonwealth sales tax receipts to 
the Authority to finance the program. 
 
Projects previously approved for grants by the State Board of Education are entitled to receive grant payments 
from the Authority based on the approved project cost and reimbursement rate applicable under the prior law.  
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The Authority has paid and is expected to continue to pay the remaining amounts of the grants for such projects 
in annual installments to reimburse debt service on bonds issued by the municipalities to finance such projects. 
 
Projects on the priority waiting list as of July 1, 2004 are also entitled to receive grant payments from the 
Authority based on the eligible project costs and reimbursement rates applicable under the prior law.  With 
limited exceptions, the Authority is required to fund the grants for such projects in the order in which they 
appear on the waiting list.  The Authority expects to pay grants for all of the projects on the priority waiting list 
by the end of fiscal year 2008.  Grants for any such projects that have been completed or substantially 
completed have been paid and are expected to continue to be paid by the Authority in lump sum payments, 
thereby eliminating the need for the Authority to reimburse interest expenses that would otherwise be incurred 
by the municipalities to permanently finance the Authority’s share of such project costs.  Interest on debt issued 
by municipalities prior to July 1, 2004 to finance such project costs, and interest on temporary debt until receipt 
of the grant, is included in the approved costs of such projects.  Grants for any such projects that have not yet 
commenced or that are underway have been and are expected to continue to be paid by the Authority as project 
costs are incurred by the municipality pursuant to a project funding agreement between the Authority and the 
municipality.  In most cases, the receipt of these progress payments from the Authority eliminates the need for 
the municipality to borrow even on a temporary basis to finance the Authority’s share of the project costs. 
 
Grant applications for new projects could be submitted to the Authority beginning July 1, 2007.  The range of 
reimbursement rates for such projects has been reduced to between 40% and 80% of approved project costs.  
The Authority recently promulgated new regulations with respect to the application and approval process for 
new projects.  The Authority expects to pay grants for such projects as project costs are incurred pursuant to 
project funding agreements between the Authority and the municipalities.  None of the interest expense incurred 
on debt issued by municipalities to finance their portion of the costs of new projects will be included in the 
approved project costs eligible for reimbursement. 
 
MOTOR VEHICLE EXCISE 
 
An excise is imposed on the registration of motor vehicles (subject to exemptions) at the rate of $25 per $1,000 
of valuation.  The excise is collected by and for the benefit of the municipality in which the motor vehicle is 
customarily kept.  Valuations are determined by a statutory formula based on manufacturer's list price and year 
of manufacture.  Bills not paid when due bear interest at 12 percent per annum.  Provision is also made, after 
notice to the owner, for suspension of the owner's operating license or registration by the registrar of motor 
vehicles.  The following table shows the actual receipts in each of the most recent fiscal years and the amount 
budgeted to be received in fiscal 2013: 
 
 Fiscal Year Receipts (1) 
 2013 (budgeted) $420,000 
 2012 676,351 
 2011 674,869 
 2010 670,153 
 2009 749,098 
________________________ 
(1) Net after refunds.  Includes receipts for prior years. 
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OTHER TAXES 
 
Three additional sources of revenue for local governments are the room occupancy excise tax, local meals 
excise tax, and the aviation fuel tax.  All taxes take effect only where accepted by individual municipalities.  
Under the room occupancy excise tax, local governments may tax the provision of hotel, motel, lodging house 
and bed and breakfast rooms at a rate not to exceed six percent of the cost of renting such rooms.  The tax is 
paid by the owner of each establishment to the State Commissioner of Revenue, who in turn pays the tax back 
to the municipality in which the rooms are located. 
 
The local meals excise tax, effective for sales of restaurant meals on or after October 1, 2009, is a three-fourths 
percent tax on the gross receipts of a vendor from the sale of restaurant meals.  The tax is paid by the vendor to 
the State Commissioner of Revenue, who in turn pays the tax to the municipality in which the meal was sold. 
 
The Town has voted to impose the room occupancy excise tax and the meals tax.  The following table shows 
the amount budgeted to be received in fiscal 2013 and the actual receipts of the room occupancy tax for the 
most recent fiscal years: 
 
 Fiscal Year Receipts 
 2013 (budgeted) $130,000 
 2012 395,060 
 2011 361,832 
 2010 225,049 
 2009 229,103 
  
In addition, the Town voted to impose the meals excise tax for implementation in fiscal 2011.  The following 
table shows the amount budgeted to be received in fiscal 2013 and the actual receipts of the meals tax for the 
most recent fiscal years: 
 
 Fiscal Year Receipts 
 2013 (budgeted) $100,000 
 2012 237,474 
 2011 171,132 
 
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION ACT 
 
Massachusetts Community Preservation Act (the “CPA”) permits cities and towns that accept its provisions to 
levy a surcharge on its real property tax levy, dedicate revenue (other than state or federal funds), and to receive 
state matching funds for (i) the acquisition, creation, preservation, rehabilitation and restoration of land for 
recreational use, open space, and affordable housing and (ii) the acquisition, preservation, rehabilitation and 
restoration of historic resources.  The provisions of the CPA must be accepted by the voters of the city or town 
at an election after such provisions have first been accepted by either a vote of the legislative body of the city or 
town or an initiative petition signed by 5% of its registered voters. 
 
A city or town may approve a surcharge of up to 3% (but not less than 1% under certain circumstances) and 
may make an additional commitment of funds by dedicating revenue other than state or federal funds, provided 
that the total funds collected do no exceed 3% of the real property tax levy, less any exemptions adopted (such 
as an exemption for low-income individuals and families and for low and moderate-income senior citizens, an 
exemption for $100,000 of the value of each taxable parcel of residential real property or $100,000 of the value 
of each taxable parcel of class three, commercial property, and class four, industrial property as defined in 
Chapter 59, Section 2A of the General Laws, and an exemption for commercial and industrial properties in 
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cities and towns with classified tax rates).  In the event that the municipality shall no longer dedicate all or part 
of the additional funds to community preservation, the surcharge on the real property tax levy of not less than 
1% shall remain in effect, provided that any such change must be approved pursuant to the same process as 
acceptance of the CPA.  The surcharge is not counted in the total taxes assessed for the purpose of determining 
the permitted levy amount under Proposition 2½ (see “ Tax Limitations”  under “PROPERTY TAX” herein).  A 
city or town may revoke its acceptance of the provisions of the CPA at any time after 5 years from the date of 
such acceptance and may change the amount of the surcharge or the exemptions to the surcharge at any time, 
including reducing the surcharge to 1% and committing additional municipal funds as outlined above, provided 
that any such revocation or change must be approved pursuant to the same process as acceptance of the CPA. 
 
Any city or town that accepts the provisions of the CPA will receive annual state matching grants to supplement 
amounts raised by its surcharge and dedication of revenue. The state matching funds are raised from certain 
recording and filing fees of the registers of deeds. Those amounts are deposited into a state trust fund and are 
distributed to cities and towns that have accepted the provisions of the CPA, which distributions are not subject 
to annual appropriation by the state legislature. The amount distributed to each city and town is based on a 
statutory formula and the total state distribution made to any city or town may not exceed 100% of the amount 
raised locally by the surcharge on the real property tax levy. 
 
The amounts raised by the surcharge on taxes and received in state matching funds are required to be deposited 
in a dedicated community preservation fund, the dedication of revenue. Each city or town that accepts the 
provisions of the CPA is required to establish a community preservation committee to study the community 
preservation needs of the community and to make recommendations to the legislative body of the city or town 
regarding the community preservation projects that should be funded from the community preservation fund.  
Upon the recommendations of the committee, the legislative body of the city or town may appropriate amounts 
from the fund for permitted community preservation purposes or may reserve amounts for spending in future 
fiscal years, provided that at least 10% of the total annual revenues to the fund must be spent or set aside for 
open space purposes, 10% for historic resource purposes and 10% for affordable housing purposes. 
 
The CPA authorizes cities and towns that accept its provisions to issue bonds and notes in anticipation of the 
receipt of surcharge and dedicated revenues to finance community preservation projects approved under the 
provisions of the CPA. Bonds and notes issued under the CPA are general obligations of the city or town and 
are payable from amounts on deposit in the community preservation fund.  In the event that a city or town 
revokes its acceptance of the provisions of the CPA, the surcharge shall remain in effect until all contractual 
obligations incurred by the city or town prior to such revocation, including the payment of bonds or notes 
issued under the CPA, have been fully discharged.  
 
The Town voted to accept the Community Preservation Act in May 2012, effective July 1, 2013.  The Town 
approved a 3.00 percent CPA surcharge and exempted low income housing, lower and moderate income senior 
housing, and $100,000 of each taxable residential parcel.  
 
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT DISTRICTS 
 
Under recent legislation, cities and towns are authorized to establish development districts to encourage increased 
residential, industrial and commercial activity.  All or a portion of the taxes on growth in assessed value in such 
districts may be pledged and used solely to finance economic development projects pursuant to the city or town’s 
development program for the district.  This includes pledging such “tax increments” for the payment of bonds 
issued to finance such projects.  As a result of any such pledge, tax increments raised from new growth properties in 
development districts are not available for other municipal purposes.  Tax increments are taken into account in 
determining the total taxes assessed for the purpose of calculating the maximum permitted tax levy under 
Proposition 2½.  The Town has not voted to establish any development districts. 
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UNDESIGNATED GENERAL FUND BALANCE AND FREE CASH 
 
Under Massachusetts law an amount known as "free cash" is certified as of the beginning of each fiscal year by 
the State Bureau of Accounts and this, together with certain subsequent tax receipts, is used as the basis for 
subsequent appropriations from available funds, which are not required to be included in the annual tax levy.  
Subject to certain adjustments, free cash is surplus revenue less uncollected and overdue property taxes from 
prior years.  The Town Accountant may certify as available for appropriation an adjusted free cash figure by 
adding back those uncollected and overdue property taxes which are subsequently collected between July 1 and 
the following March 31 of any year. 
 
The following table sets forth the undesignated general fund balance and certified free cash for the most recent 
fiscal years: 
   
  Unassigned General 
 June 30/July 1, Fund Balance  Free Cash 
 2012 $3,475,232 (1) $3,403,217 
 2011 3,136,689 (1) 3,046,578 
 2010 3,006,904 2,743,137 
 2009 2,930,411 2,744,089 
 2008 2,860,036 2,607,254 
____________________ 
(1)  Beginning in fiscal 2011, the figure includes the Stabilization Fund. 

 
SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND 
 
The Town manages and accounts for its wastewater collection, treatment and disposal services on an enterprise 
fund basis.  Charges are set to cover all costs of operation and all debt service. 
 
The following presents the ending retained earnings (Free Cash) for the Sewer Enterprise Fund for the last five 
fiscal years. 
 
 Fiscal Year Retained Earnings 
 2012 $2,034,636 
 2011 1,758,210 
 2010 1,729,354 
 2009 1,797,173 
 2008 1,658,141 
  
STABILIZATION FUND 
 
The Town has maintained a Stabilization Fund for several years.  Under Massachusetts statutes, funds may be 
appropriated from the Fund for any municipal purpose. 
 



 25 

The following table presents the balance in the fund at the end of the most recent fiscal years. 
  
 Fiscal Year Balance 
 2012 $450,195 
 2011 447,807 
 2010 516,656  
 2009 585,773 
 2008 690,227 
  
Of the June 30, 2012, balance, $80,000 has been appropriated for use in fiscal 2013. 
 
INVESTMENTS 

 
Investments of funds of cities and towns, except for trust funds, are generally restricted by Massachusetts 
General Laws Chapter 44, s.55.  That statute permits investments of available revenue funds and bond and note 
proceeds in term deposits and certificates of deposit of banks and trust companies, in obligations issued or 
unconditionally guaranteed by the federal government or an agency thereof with a maturity of not more than 
one year, in repurchase agreements with a maturity of not more than 90 days secured by federal or federal 
agency securities, in participation units in the Massachusetts Municipal Depository Trust (“MMDT”), or in 
shares of SEC-registered money market funds with the highest possible rating from at least one nationally 
recognized rating organization.  MMDT is an investment pool created by the Commonwealth under the 
supervision of the State Treasurer’s office.  According to the State Treasurer, the Trust’s investment policy is 
designed to maintain an average weighted maturity of 90 days or less and is limited to high-quality, readily 
marketable fixed income instruments, including U.S. Government obligations and highly-rated corporate 
securities with maturities of one year or less. 
 
Trust funds, unless otherwise provided by the donor, may be invested in accordance with section 54 of Chapter 
44, which permits a broader range of investments than section 55, including any bonds or notes that are legal 
investments for savings banks in the Commonwealth.  The restrictions imposed by sections 54 and 55 do not 
apply to city and town retirement systems.  (See pages 22 and 26 of the audited financial statements for 2012 in 
Appendix B for additional information regarding the Town’s investments.) 
 
COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
 
City and town employees (other than managerial and confidential employees) are entitled to join unions and to 
bargain collectively on questions of wages, hours and other terms and conditions of employment.  The Town 
has approximately 175 full and part time employees of which approximately 23 percent belong to unions or 
other collective bargaining groups as follows: 
    
   Number Contract 
Union Department of People         Expiration Date  
AFL-CIO Public Works 20 June 30, 2014 
AFL-CIO Library 7 June 30, 2014 
Massachusetts Coalition of  Police 14 June 30, 2014 
     Police, Local 350 
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PHYSICAL AND ECONOMIC CHARACTERISTICS 
 
The Town of Great Barrington is located in southwestern Massachusetts in the southern region of the 
Berkshires.  It is the major commercial center for the abutting communities that are located south of the 
Massachusetts Turnpike.  It is also an active center of tourism for the region, attracting significant numbers of 
visitors from both the eastern portion of Massachusetts and the greater metropolitan New York City area.  The 
Town is served by State Routes 7 and 41 and has ready access to the Massachusetts Turnpike at entrances in the 
Towns of West Stockbridge and Lee.  The Town is the boyhood home of William Edward Burghardt DuBois 
(1868-1963), a historian, educator, sociologist, pioneer civil rights leader and founder of the N.A.A.C.P.  
 
PRINCIPAL EMPLOYERS 
 
The following are the principal employers, excluding the Town, located in the Town, and the approximate 
number of employees as of January 2013. 
 

       Approximate 
Company Nature of Business Current Employees 
Butternut Ski Area and Shop Ski facility 300 (1) 
Fairview Hospital Hospital 270 
Berkshire Hills RSD School District 230 
URJ Eisner Camp Summer camp facility 200 (2) 
Simon’s Rock College College 175 
Berkshire Meadows Residential care facility 170 
Big Y Supermarket 160 
Price Chopper Supermarket 150 (3) 
Fairview Commons Nursing home 130 
Brookside / ITU Campus Educational facility 120 
Timberlyn Heights Healthcare 90 
Berkshire Cooperative Market Food store 70 
Berkshire Bank Commercial bank 40 
______________ 
(1) Winter season employees; summer employment is approximate 25. 
(2) Summer season employees. 
(3) As estimated by the Town. 
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EMPLOYMENT AND PAYROLLS 
 
  Calendar Year Average   
 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 
Construction & Natural Resources 129 139 156 193 197 
Manufacturing 188 200 269 303 406 
Trade, Transportation & Utilities 1,274 1,255 1,162 1,260 1,241 
Financial Activities 140 145 160 171 178 
Professional & Business Services 266 260 269 290 309 
Education & Health Services 1,712 1,697 1,625 1,928 1,609 
Leisure & Hospitality 494 642 625 644 622 
Information & Other Services 365 393 410 428 423 
Public Administration      93      89      87       87      81 
    Total Employment 4,887 4,842 4,922 5,304 5,066 
  

Number of Establishments 511 516 515 521 509 
 

Total Annual Wage ($000) $172,729 $168,636 $171,232 $192,682 $172,546 
Average Weekly Wage $680 $670 $669 $676 $635 
______________ 
Source:  Massachusetts Department of Employment and Training. 

 
BUILDING PERMITS 
 
The following table presents the number of building permits issued in the current and each of the past four 
fiscal years and the approximate construction value permitted. 
 
Fiscal Year    Number of Permits Estimated Value 
2012 515 $19,116,740 
2011 486 8,779,937 
2010 482 12,132,617 
2009 (1) 444 17,687,222 
2008 373 13,194,724 
__________________ 
(1) Includes $4,743,000 for the new Town Fire Station 

 
SCHOOL ENROLLMENTS 
 
The following table presents the school enrollment of students from the member towns at the Berkshire Hills 
Regional School District as of October 1, 2008, through October 1, 2012. 
 
  Actual                                
 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 
Great Barrington 669 670 655 651 682 
Stockbridge 159 155 151 143 145 
West Stockbridge    161    160    159 169 149 
     Total    989    985    965 963 976 
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With the completion of the District school construction project, the total capacity of District facilities is 
approximately 1,600 students. 
 
OTHER DATA 
 
Unemployment (l) 
 
Year Great Barrington  Massachusetts United States 
2012 (November) 5.1% 6.1% 7.4% 
2011   6.3 6.8 8.9 
2010  7.0 8.5 9.6 
2009  7.1 8.4 9.3 
2008  4.6 5.3 5.8 
________________ 
(1) Source:  Massachusetts Department of Employment and Training.  Full year annual averages except for 2010 which is for the 

month indicated. 
 
 
Population (1) 
 
  Great Barrington Berkshire County Massachusetts 
Year  Number % Change Number % Change Number % Change 
2011 (Estimate) 7,131 0.4% 131,221 0.0% 6,512,227 (0.5)% 
2010  7,104 (5.6) 131,219 (2.8) 6,547,629 3.1 
2000  7,527 (2.6) 134,953 (3.2) 6,349,097 5.5 
1990  7,725  4.3 139,352 (4.0) 6,016,425 4.9 
1980  7,405   145,110  5,737,037  
_______________ 
(1) Source:  U.S. Department of Commerce for actuals and estimates, Massachusetts Institute for Social & Economic Research for 

projections. 
 
 
Population Density (1) 
 
  Great Barrington Berkshire County Massachusetts 
Year  Number Density (2) Number Density Number Density 
2011 (5-yr est.) 7,131 157.8 131,221 140.9 6,512,227 830.9 
2010  7,104 157.2 131,219 140.9 5,547,629 835.4 
2000  7,527 166.6 134,953 144.9 6,349,097 810.0 
1990  7,725 170.9 139,352 149.6 6,016,425 767.6 
1980  7,405 163.9 145,110 155.8 5,737,037 732.0 
_______________ 
(1) Source:  U. S. Department of Commerce for actuals and estimates, Massachusetts Institute for Social & Economic Research for 

projections. 
(2)  Based on 45.2 square miles. 
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Population Composition 2011 5-year estimate (1) 
 

  Great Barrington Berkshire County Massachusetts 
Age  Number Percent Number Percent Number  Percent 
Under 5 years 174 2.4% 6,055 4.6% 367,252 5.6% 
5 Years to 19 Years 1,294 18.1 23,699 18.1 1,262,333 19.4 
20 Years to 64 Years 4,286 60.1 77,143 58.8  3,991,339 61.3 
65 Years & Over 1,377 19.3   24,324 18.5     891,303 13.7 
     Total 7,131 100.0% 131,221 100.0% 6,512,227  100.0% 
 
Median Age  
Median Age (1990)  
_______________ 
(1)  Source:  U. S. Department of Commerce. 
 
 
Income Levels (1) 
 
  Great Barrington   Berkshire County   Massachusetts  
  % Change from % Change from  % Change from 
Year Amount Previous Census Amount Previous Census Amount Previous Census 
  2011 (5yr est) $34,585 52.7% $29,387 34.8% $35,051 35.1% 
  1999 22,655 59.5 21,807 46.8 25,952 50.7 
  1989 14,206  14,857  17,224  
   
Median Family 
   Income (2011) $73,369 $64,393 $83,371 
Median Household 
   Income (2011) $48,561 $48,705 $65,981 
% Below Poverty 
   Level (2011) 12.1% 11.8% 10.7% 
______________________ 
(1) Source: U.S. Department of Commerce. 
 
 
Family Income Distribution 2011 5-year estimate (1) 
 

  Great Barrington  Berkshire County   Massachusetts  
Income for Families Families Percent Families Percent Families Percent 
Less than $10,000 76 5.0% 1,339 4.1% 57,867 3.6% 
$10,000 - $24,999 140 9.1 3,607 10.9 133,136 8.3 
$25,000 - $49,999 320 2.8 7,252 22.0 264,129 16.5 
$50,000 - $74,999 285 18.6 7,389 22.4 261,052 16.3 
$75,000 - $99,999 243 15.8 4,942 15.0 242,747 15.1 
$100,000 - $149,999 236 15.4 5,167 15.7 330,690 20.6 
$150,000 or more     235   15.3   3,285   10.0    314,319   19.6 
      Total 1,535 100.0% 32,981 100.0% 1,603,940 100.0% 
____________________ 
(1) Source: U.S. Department of Commerce. 
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Household Income Distribution 2011 5-year estimate (1) 
 

  Great Barrington   Berkshire County  Massachusetts 
Income for Households Households Percent Households Percent Households Percent 
Less than $10,000 189 6.8% 4,103 7.4% 164,071 6.5% 
$10,000 - $24,999 501 17.9 10,421 18.7 341,431 13.5 
$25,000 - $49,999 767 27.5 13,919 24.9 477,788 18.9 
$50,000 - $74,999 439 15.7 10,723 19.2 416,286 16.5 
$75,000 - $99,999 268 9.6 6,675 12.0 337,712 13.4 
$100,000 - $149,999 322 11.5 6,019 10.8 418,394 16.6 
$150,000 or more    306   11.0   3,933     7.0    366,727   14.5 
      Total 2,792 100.0% 55,793 100.0% 2,522,409 100.0% 
________________ 
(1) Source: U.S. Department of Commerce. 
 
 
Value Distribution Of Specified Owner-Occupied Housing Units 2011 5-year estimate (1) 
 
  Great Barrington   Berkshire County   Massachusetts  
Units Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Less than $100,000 37 2.1% 4,029 10.5% 49,369 3.1% 
$100,000 - $199,999 212 12.2 14,391 37.4 189,878 11.8 
$200,000 - $299,999 493 28.4 8,862 23.0 389,385 24.3 
$300,000 - $499,999 582 33.5 7,428 19.3 627,185 39.1 
$500,000 - $999,999 354 20.4 2,912 7.6 291,521 18.2 
$1,000,000 or more      60     3.5      849      2.2       57,135     3.6 
      Total 1,738 100.0% 38,471 100.0% 1,604,473 100.0% 
 
Median Value $331,800  208,100  $343,500   
________________ 
(1) Source: U.S. Department of Commerce. 
 
 
Age Distribution of Housing Units 2011 5-year estimate (1) 
 
  Great Barrington   Berkshire County   Massachusetts  
Year Built Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
2000 or later 123 3.7% 2,939 4.3% 187,003 6.7% 
1980 to 1999 583 17.7 10,466 15.3 508,434 18.2 
1940 to 1979 879 26.7 28,246 41.3 1,111,838 39.7 
1939 or Earlier 1,703   51.8 26,764   39.1     992,082   35.4 
      Total 3,288 100.0% 68,415 100.0% 2,799,357 100.0% 
________________ 
(1) Source: U.S. Department of Commerce. 
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Housing Unit Inventory 2011 5-year estimate (1) 
 
  Great Barrington   Berkshire County   Massachusetts  
Units in Structure Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
1, Detached 1,928 58.6% 44,150 64.5% 1,467,290 52.4% 
1, Attached 149 4.5 1,930 2.8 137,591 4.9 
2 to 4 804 24.5 12,917 18.9 600,848 21.5 
5 to 9 199 6.1 2,662 3.9 169,877 6.1 
10 to 19 19 0.6 1,933 2.8 120,421 4.3 
20 or More 189 5.7 3,106 4.5 278,777 10.0 
Mobil Home, Trailer, or Other        0     0.0   1,717     2.5       24,553     0.9 
      Total 3,288 100.0% 68,415 100.0% 2,799,357 100.0% 
________________ 
(1) Source: U.S. Department of Commerce. 
 
 
Educational Attainment 2011 5-year estimate (1) 
 
  Great Barrington  Berkshire County   Massachusetts  
Years of School Completed Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 
Less than 9th Grade 91 1.8% 2,421 2.6% 215,977 4.9 
9th to 12th Grade 387 7.6 6,258 6.7 274,938 6.2 
High School Graduate 1,307 25.7 31,014 33.3 1,161,382 26.3 
Some College, No Degree 988 19.4 17,994 19.3 718,047 16.2 
Associate’s Degree 358 7.0 7,430 8.0 337,921 7.6 
Bachelor’s Degree 1,207 23.7 16,161 17.3 977,354 22.1 
Graduate or Professional Degree     752   14.8 11,963   12.8    733,672    16.6 
      Total 5,090 100.0% 93,241 100.0% 4,419,291 100.0% 
 
High School Graduate or Higher 4,612 90.6% 84,562 90.7% 3,928,376 88.9% 
Bachelor’s Degree or Higher 1,959 38.5% 28,124 30.2% 1,711,026 38.7% 
________________ 
(1) Source: U.S. Department of Commerce. 
 
 
LITIGATION    
 
In the opinion of the Town, no pending litigation is considered likely to result, either individually or in the 
aggregate, in final judgments which would materially affect the Town's financial position. 
 
  TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
   Massachusetts 
 
 By:  /s/ Lauren M. Sartori 
             Financial Coordinator 
 
Dated:  February 15, 2013 
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  APPENDIX A 
 
 
The following Balance Sheets for June 30, 2007 through 2012, and the Combined Statement of Revenues, 
Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balance for fiscal years 2008 through 2012 are taken from the audited 
financial statements prepared by Melanson Heath & Company, Certified Public Accountant, Greenfield, 
Massachusetts. 
 
There follows in Appendix B the audited financial statements for the Town for fiscal year ended June 30, 2012. 
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TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
Massachusetts 
Balance Sheet 

GENERAL FUND (1) 
 

  June 30  
Assets    2012  
Cash and cash equivalents $7,387,458 
Receivables: 
 Property taxes 1,325,465 
 Excoses 127,905  
 Departmental & Other 102,872 
Due from other funds        43,907           
   Total Assets $8,987,607 
 
Liabilities and Fund Equity 
Liabilities: 
  Warrants payable $   295,296 
  Accrued payroll withholdings 86,999 
  Tax refunds payable 52,478 
  Deffered revenues 1,556,243 
  Other liabilities         8,810 
         Total Liabilities $1,999,826 
  
Fund Balances: 
 Restricted $             0 
 Committed 370,195 
 Assigned 3,142,354 
 Unassigned   3,475,232  
           Total Fund Equity   6,987,781 
 
Total Liabilities and Fund Equity $8,987,607 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

________________________ 
(1) Excerpted from audits prepared by Melanson Heath & Company, PC. 
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TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 

Massachusetts 
Balance Sheet 

GENERAL FUND (1) 
 
 
  June 30  
Assets 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007 
Cash and Cash Equivalents $6,926,942 $6,365,630 $7,429,651 $6,408,700 $6,014,018 
Receivables: 
 Property Taxes 1,197,789 1,228,524 998,704 839,580 754,419 
 Excises 117,632 109,791 126,815 167,767 121,239 
 Departmental 74,786 59,970 53,903 32,991 28,826 
Due from Other Funds             475        72,859      209,655        51,859                 0 
 Total Assets $8,317,624 $7,836,774 $8,818,728 $7,500,897 $6,918,502 
 
 
Liabilities and Fund Equity 
Liabilities:  
 Warrants Payable $   209,027 $   224,605 $   262,615 $   151,864 $   204,713 
 Deferred Revenue 1,390,205 1,398,284 1,179,423 1,040,338 904,484 
 Other Liabilities 0 0 1,171,410 8,890 9,120 
 Accrued Payroll and Withholdings        74,343        41,875        31,650        24,554      164,700 
 Total Liabilities $1,673,575 $1,664,764 $2,645,098 $1,225,646 $1,283,017 
 
Fund Equity: 
 Reserve for Encumbrances $   522,658 $   949,653 $1,093,073 $1,347,940 $1,127,140 
 Reserve for Expenditures 2,984,702 2,055,300 2,055,560 1,962,350 2,000,000 
 Reserve for Other Purposes 0 160,153 94,586 104,925 116,182 
 Unreserved, Undesignated   3,136,689   3,006,904   2,930,411   2,860,036   2,392,163 
 Total Fund Equity $6,644,049 $6,172,010 $6,173,630 $6,275,251 $5,635,485 
 Total Liabilities and Fund Equity $8,317,624 $7,836,774 $8,818,728 $7,500,897 $6,918,502 
 
________________________ 
(1) Excerpted from audits prepared by Melanson Heath & Company, PC. 
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TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
Massachusetts 

Combined Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances 
GENERAL FUND (1) 

  
  June 30  
Revenues 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 
Property Taxes $17,508,683 $16,803,193 $16,300,222 $16,027,204 $15,087,959 
Excises 1,309,671 1,036,702 671,623 755,645 720,214 
Penalties, Interest and Other Taxes 204,319 168,985 159,063 138,733 120,889 
Intergovernmental 911,642 1,082,134 1,032,149 1,233,378 1,352,481 
Charges for Services 513,869 473,207 493,439 560,817 408,751 
Licenses and Permits 55,344 51,351 53,370 55,789 56,816 
Fines and Forfeits 39,946 49,295 44,627 49,239 59,294 
Investment Income 38,748 50,964 101,505 241,753 564,255 
Miscellaneous        127,239        131,014          85,311          58,513          61,287 
 Total Revenues $20,709,461 $19,846,845 $18,941,309 $19,121,071 $18,431,946 
 
Expenditures 
General Government $  1,467,376 $  1,412,688 $  1,480,204 $  1,443,851 $  1,397,429 
Public Safety 2,026,183 1,835,716 2,428,866 1,696,014 1,663,476 
Education 11,313,439 10,947,473 10,586,339 10,328,135 9,779,495 
Public Works 1,636,967 2,386,492 2,028,876 2,269,096 1,645,850 
Human Services 300,790 296,649 258,394 259,695 224,192 
Culture & Recreation 540,534 525,285 506,233 491,724 456,506 
Employee Benefits 766,732 811,405 742,699 751,804 682,459 
Insurance 171,574 178,152 202,509 184,298 183,416 
Retirement 606,550 584,530 514,486 475,938 458,904 
Debt Service 1,730,797 1,622,130 1,541,389 1,493,928 1,614,033 
Intergovernmental          75,487          72,992          72,681          69,669          70,444 
  $20,636,429 $20,673,512 $20,362,676 $19,464,152 $18,176,204 
 
Excess of Revenues Over/Under 
 Expenditures $       73,032 $    (826,667) $ (1,421,367) $    (343,081) $     255,742 
 
Other Financing Sources (Uses): 
 Bond Proceeds $     115,000 $     650,000 $  1,165,000 $                0 $                0 
 Transfers In 186,200 162,550 285,247 308,170   414,524 
 Transfers Out       (30,500)        (30,500)         (30,500)         (66,710)         (30,500) 
 Total Financing Sources (Uses) $    270,700 $     782,050 $  1,419,747 $     241,460 $     384,024 
 
Excess of Revenue and Other Financing 
 Sources Over/(Under) Expenditures 
 and Other Financing Uses $    343,732 $      (44,617) $        (1,620) $    (101,621) $     639,766 
 
Fund Balance, Beginning of Year (2)     6,644,049    6,688,666     6,173,630     6,275,251     5,635,485 
Fund Balance, End of Year $  6,987,781 $  6,644,049 $  6,172,010 $  6,173,630 $  6,275,251 
_______________ 
(1)  Excerpted from audits prepared by Melanson, Heath & Company, PC. 
(2) Beginning Fund Balance for fiscal 2012 is restated to include the Stabilization Fund, in accordance with GASB 54.
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 APPENDIX B 
 
 
There follows in this Appendix audited financial statements for the fiscal year ended June 30, 2012, together 
with the report of the certified public accountant, Melanson Heath & Company, PC, Greenfield, Massachusetts. 
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