
  TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON  

AFFORDABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND (AHTF)  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING  

APPROVED MINUTES  
Tuesday, March 21, 2023 at 6:30 PM  

Remote virtual meeting by ZOOM.  

  
MEMBERS PRESENT: Fred Clark (Chair), John Katz, Joseph Method, Bill Cooke, 

and Garfield Reed  

OTHERS PRESENT: Carol Bosco Bauman of the CDC 

   

Mr. Clark called the meeting to order at 6:33 PM, read Governor Baker’s and Governor 

Healy’s Orders regarding public access to public meetings and recited the roll of members 

present. 

 

Mr. Clark previewed several items on the Agenda to cover: the North Plain Rd. project which is 

in the special permit process; mention of the AHTF in the Town manager’s Budget; a CDC 

request/proposal to be presented by Ms. Bauman; and an ADU workshop sub-committee report. 

 

Mr. Clark reported that after meeting with the Planning Board and securing their endorsement, 

the Trust’s affiliate in this project, Habitat for Humanity, submitted the North Plain Rd. project 

to the Selectboard as a 30-unit housing development, which was not received favorably. The 

Select Board recommended that the project be resubmitted as a 20-residence development. Mr. 

Method read into the record a letter to the Berkshire Edge expressing an opinion about the 

conflict between market needs for more affordable higher density housing and existing resident’s 

preferences for less density.  

Mr. Clark called for a motion to endorse the revised plan showing 20 houses in the 

development. Mr. Cooke made a motion, seconded by Mr. Reed, to endorse the revised plan 

showing 20 houses.  

 

Mr. Clark asked if there were any members of the public who wished to comment on the 

motion? He recognized Mr. James Bailey who urged the Board to try not to accommodate one 

group of residents at the expense of others. 

 

Mr. Clark asked for a roll-call vote on Mr. Cooke’s motion: Cooke-yes; Katz-yes;  Reed-yes; 

Method-no Clark-yes; The motion carried 4 to 1. 

 

Mr Clark introduced Carol Bosco Bauman, Executive Director of the CDCSB. AHTF had 

previously granted CDC a $100,000 grant toward their affordable residence development of the 

Marble Block in return for affordable housing unit on the upper floors accompanied by 

affordability deed restrictions. Ms. Bauman reported that the Marble Block purchase did not go 

through, and that CDC is looking at another downtown building which might replace their  
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affordability and, with funding from other sources, several other units would be offered at 65% 

of AMI.   

 

Mr. Cooke asked whether the deed restrictions were to be permanent? 

 

Ms. Bauman responded that if CDC were to sell the building, they would expect to return the 

grant money to AHTF. There are six residential units in the building and three would be 

established as affordable work-force housing. 

 

Mr. Clark called for one vote to rescind the prior grant for the Marble Block and one for a grant 

for the new proposal. 

 

Mr. Cook moved, and Mr. Katz seconded to rescind the $100,000 grant for the Marble Block. 

Roll-call vote: Cooke-yes; Katz-yes; Reed-yes; Method-yes; Clark-yes; Unanimous. 

 

Motion by Mr. Cook, seconded by Mr. Clark, to award a grant of $100,000 to the CDCSB to be 

used to purchase a building and develop an affordable residential project on Main Street in Great 

Barrington. Roll-call vote: Cooke-yes; Katz-yes; Reed-yes; Method-no; Clark-yes; Approved by 

4 to 1. 

 

Mr. Clark reported that it has been determined that any time more than one member was 

working as a sub-group of the Board, the meeting must be posted. A group working on an ADU 

pilot program proposal was posted for the week of March 13, 2023. Attendees were   

Ananda Timpane, Joe Method, Bill Cooke, Jeremy Higa, and Amy Turnbull. The group is 

working on new ideas and clarifying methods and procedures to facilitate the development of 

ADUs. The next meeting will be coordinated around Chris Rembold’s schedule. 

 

Mr. Clark reported that he met with representatives of other towns’ affordable housing 

representatives from Lenox, Stockbridge, Pittsfield, and Williamstown. Stockbridge has 

considerable interest as their housing stock is 63% second homes.  

 

Trustee Speak Time: Mr. Method expressed an interest in “crowd funding’ the purchase of 

abandoned buildings. 

Citizen Speak Time: None 

Media Speak Time: None 

Next meeting will be April  

Adjournment: Without objection Mr. Clark adjourned the meeting at 7:46 PM. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shepley Evans, Admin. Support 

  



 



 


