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     GRAPEVINE  OCTOBER 2020 
Claire W. Teague Senior Center * 917 Main Street * Great Barrington * MA  01230  

Polly Mann Salenovich, Director *** Joan Peters, Administrative Assistant 

www.greatbarringtonseniors.org 

Open Monday through Friday  * (except holidays) *  8:00 AM to 3:30 PM 

Center:  413-528-1881  Dining Room:  413-528-4118 Transportation (413) 528-1881      www.townofgb.org    
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     Southern Berkshire Elderly Transportation corporation ( SBETC) will be ending their 
service as of September 30th.  First and foremost, we would like to thank SBETC for 
nearly 40 years of service to south county seniors and disabled riders.        
     As of October 1st, the town of Great Barrington will be managing transportation. 
We anticipate having a hybrid service available at that time until full service on or about 
November 1st.   In the interim, staff is working diligently with BRTA to have a van on 
site as soon as possible so that we can resume a full service transportation  
program.  
     If you are a current rider of SBETC's service, please contact Claire Teague Senior 
Center at 528-1881, let us know your transportation needs & your contact information. 
Historically, SBETC served most south county towns as a regional model.  The new 
transportation program will begin service for Great Barrington/Housatonic residents  
only and will be working towards the possibility of expanding services to the outlying 
south county towns as well. There are other transportation options that are listed below:    
• Mass- Health Standard  
  Veterans-Soldiers On 
  Navi-Care (Mass Health) 

  Fixed Route 
  BRTA Para Transit 
  RSVP 
     If you have questions about qualifying for any of these other options, please call us.  
Please be assured that when the new transportation program is in place; it will be our 
goal to match the services that were offered by SBETC. The long range goal is to expand 
opportunities for trips to the Farmers Market, religious services and some evening events 
as well.   
                     If you have any questions, please call 528-1881. 

I would like to invite anyone that is in need of just 

getting out and visiting with a small group, that 

we’ll call the “Coffee Klatch”  to join us. While 

the weather is in our favor, the meetings will be 

held under the shade of the large oak trees in our 

picnic area.  Please call the senior center if you are 

interested in joining or leading one of these groups.    
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Dorothy H 

William K 

Theresa R 

Peggy B 

Pat B 

Ted P 

Augusta W 

Florence S 

Mary H 

Barb D 

Bob S 

Mark B 

Edmond T 

Ron P 

Bill C 

Richard D 

Mary Anne M 

Amita O 

Janet S 

Foot Nurse by appointment only – 
Due to Columbus Day  

On Monday, October 19th  this 
month 

Be assured that steps have been taken to 
comply with state mandatory safety  stand-

ards: 
 Workers wear face coverings and  

social distancing in place 
 Hand washing capabilities available and 

sanitizing high-touch areas 
 Staff (Foot Nurse) have received training 

regarding social distancing and hygiene 
protocols 

 Have established through cleaning and 
disinfecting protocols. 

BROWN BAG  
Due to holiday—date may be 

different  
Call Senior Center for date 

Pick up @  

Claire Teague Senior Center  

 

 

 

Retired Senior Volunteer Program based out 

of Pittsfield is offering many volunteer    

    opportunities, such as: 

 Drivers (which we need for our new trans-

portation in Great Barrington/Housatonic) 

 Tree watchers/pruners  

 Pittsfield rain garden angels  

 Book sorters  

 Ventfort Hall—Exhibit Monitor  

FALL HOT DOG  

SOCIAL 

Join us on Thursday,  

October 8th for  hot dogs, chips,  

beverages and music on the lawn. 

This event will be held outdoors in 

the back picnic area weather  

permitting. 

There is a limit of 30 people so 

please call us to reserve your space.  

Family groups may sit together but 

all others are required to mask and 

practice social distancing. 
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Bingo Players!! 

 
 Bingo—Every Tuesday in October~ 12:30-

2:00 pm. Bingo will be held in the back 

parking lot picnic area of the Senior Center.  

Only two players per 8 foot picnic table.  

Masks required ~ rain, sleet or snow 

cancels the game.  We will be offer ing Bin-

go inside once the weather is too cold to play 

outdoors.  There will be strict safety precau-

tions in place including masks and distancing.  

Masks are required and social distancing will 

be in place. 

     There is no cost to play—winner receives 

a chocolate bar.  Please RSVP to reserve a 

seat at (413) 528-1881.  

TOWN FLU CLINIC  
Date will be on the Town Website  

 Please bring your Medicare card 

 You must wear a mask 

 Your temperature will be taken -  im-

munization should be deferred if you 

are sick or have a fever 

 

 

SHINE  ~  Open Enrollment time:    
October 15th -December 7th  

 

      Mark your calendars for Oct 15th to Dec 

7th!!  If you are new to Medicare, this is the 

time to make changes to your Medicare pre-

scription plans or go from Original Medicare 

to an Advantage plan or vice versa.   The 

Claire Teague Senior Center will be offering 

SHINE counseling by phone.  If you have 

access to Medicare.gov, it will be very help-

ful for the counselors  if you have had set up 

an account set up in advance.   If you need 

assistance please be prepared to have a list of 

all of your prescriptions with the dosages, 

your Medicare card information and other 

insurances information available so we can 

better serve you.   

 

 

 

October 28th from 12:00-2:00 pm 

 

Health New England representative,  

 Lee Jaggi will be hosting a drive thru  

information session on October 28th from 

12:00-2:00 in the front parking lot of the 

senior center.  Health New England offers 

advantage plans and supplemental plans.   

If you are interested in learning the differ-

ences in original Medicare and Medicare 

Advantage this is a great opportunity. 
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