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Pursuant to M.G.L c. 111, s31:  

The Board of Health passes a local Regulation restricting the 

use of Glyphosate containing chemicals on Town owned and/ 

or managed land. 
 
Whereas, the Board of Health has determined that there is an increasing body of scientific evidence 
indicating that glyphosate poses harm to developing children, adult human gut biome, pollinators, 
animals, agriculture and our food systems, and the environment as a whole.  
 
Whereas, in 2015 the World Health Organization and the International Agency for Research on Cancer 
published a report stating that glyphosate “was probably carcinogenic to humans” and found a strong 
association between exposure to glyphosate and gene toxicity and non-Hodgkin lymphoma and that 
glyphosate exposure caused DNA chromosomal damage in human cells as well as genotoxic, hormonal 
and enzymatic effects in humans.  
 
Whereas, the Board of Health aims to act in the best interest of human health and  
This regulation aims to protect and promote the health of our ecological systems by restricting the use of 
glyphosate  
 
Whereas, the Board of Health seeks to be in alignment with the 2016 affirmative Town Meeting vote for 
the Resolution committing Great Barrington to a pollinator friendly town.  
 
Now, therefore, the BOH enacts, the following regulation;  
 
Section 1: 
AUTHORITY 
Pursuant to M.G.L c.111, s.31 Boards of Health have the authority to pass reasonable local regulations.  
 
Section 2:  
DEFINITIONS 



 

a. Glyphosate – A broad spectrum herbicide and crop desiccant. The compound is a phosphonate. The 
chemical compound is used to kill weeds, especially annual weeds and grasses.  

b. Herbicide – Chemicals used to manipulate or control undesirable vegetation.  
c. Licensed Applicator – An individual who has a current and valid “Pesticide Applicator License” 

from the Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources Program  
d. Notice of Intent – An application submitted to the Health Department/ Board of Health for review 

and approval. Referred to herein as “NOI.”  
e. Town Owned Property– Any property that is owned by the Town of Great Barrington including but 

not limited to Public Parks, Roadways, Bodies of Water, Cemeteries, and Town Owned Campuses.  
f. Town Managed Property – Any property where the Town of Great Barrington is responsible for the 

care and maintenance of the property. Town Managed Property could include, but is not limited to, 
recreational space, roadways, or town owned and managed development projects.  

g. Town – The municipality of Great Barrington. The Town of Great Barrington includes the village of 
Housatonic.  

 
Section 3:  
PROTOCOL 
The Great Barrington Board of Health requires that any use of Glyphosate- containing herbicides on town 
owned and/ operated property must be conducted by a Massachusetts Licensed Pesticide/ Herbicide 
Applicator. Licensed Applicators must submit a Notice of Intent application to the Health Department for 
review. NOIs must be submitted no later than 30 days prior to scheduled work. The NOI application will 
be reviewed during a Board of Health meeting and open to public comment.  
A NOI may include a site review by the Board of Health. The Board of Health reserves the right to deny 
any Notice of Intent application at any time. If NOI is denied by the Board of Health, the applicant will 
receive a letter via certified receipt.  
 
Section 4:  
SPECIAL CONDITIONS  
After careful review of the proposed application the Board of Health reserves the right to impose special 
conditions on the permit, to be carried out by the applicant or agent thereof. Potential Special Conditions 
that may be requested are but not limited to; a plan for notifying abutters of the property, a plan for 
notifying any potential user of the public property, limitation on the hours herbicide can be applied 
(evening hours or days when weather is most conducive), and provide documentation that other organic 
methods have been tired and were unsuccessful.  
 
Section 5:  
ENFORCEMENT 
If a person and/ or entity is found to be in violation of this Moratorium, the Board of Health has the 
authority to issue fines under M.G.L c.40, Section 21D. Fines can be issued up to $300.00 per day the 
violation persists.  
 
Section 6: 
EXEMPTION 
This regulation does not apply to private property located in The Town of Great Barrington.  



 

 
Section 7: 
SEVERABILITY 
If any section, statement, or provision of this regulation is declared invalid or unenforceable, the other 
sections of this regulation shall remain in full effect.  

 
 
This regulation shall take effect on:______, ___ 2023  
 
 
 
Regulation enacted by the Great Barrington Board of Health at the ________, ___ 2023 Meeting:  
 
 
 
 
--------------------------- 
Dr. Ruby Chang  
 
 

--------------------------- 
Peter Stanton,  
Vice Chair  
 

-------------------------- 
Michael Lanoue,  
Chair  

 
 
 ADDENDUM  
 
It is the duty of Board of Health to protect the health of people and sustainability of the environment. We 
strongly encourage those who had exhausted other environmentally friendly means of killing weeds and 
invasive who chose to use commercial synthetic herbicides to read through ALL information on the labels 
of the product containing glyphosate. Keep in mind these chemicals are frequently combination of many 
other chemicals that have potential to be dangerous to us but have not been adequately studied.  
 
1) Use of appropriate personal protective equipment should include eye shields, masking, clothing and 

closed toe shoes. Products containing glyphosate may cause eye or skin irritation. People who breathe 
in the spray mist may feel nose and throat irritation. Swallowed products with glyphosate can cause 
increased salivation, burns in the mouth and throat, nausea, vomiting and diarrhea. 

2) The chemical is inflammatory due to other chemicals it is mixed in. Caution is encouraged when 
storing such chemicals. 

3) Degradation of such chemicals can be from 7-60 days in the soil depending on microorganisms and 
water content. It can reach non-targeted areas through spray drift, causing damage to crops such as 
“cat-facing” in tomatoes. The sprayed dead plants can release glyphosate to other growing new root 
growth. This can cause susceptibility of such plants to disease. 

4) Due to high mobility of glyphosate, it can reach ground water as well as surface water through 
leaching and surface run off. 

5) Please be kind to your neighbors and wildlife when you make your informed decision in regards to 
use of this agent. It is important to notify all those around your private land that you are using the 
product.  

6) Be aware that glyphosate also destroys the natural fungal growth in the soil and decrease the 
nutritional value of the soil. 



 

 
 


