
 

 

GREAT BARRINGTON HOUSING AUTHORITY  
Meeting In-person at Dewey Court, Sheffield, MA 

Thursday, July 20, 2023 
 

I. CALL TO ORDER: Attendance Roll Call. Chairman John Grogan opened the meeting at 11:05am with  

    Board members John Grogan, Eileen Mooney and Phil Orenstein present.  
    Also present: Executive Director Tina Danzy and Maintenance Supervisor Rick Phair; tenant Jackie Sinico;  

    Maureen Meier, who seeks appointment to the board as the governor’s nominee. 
a. SITE VISIT - Short tour with recap of projects recently completed or in the works.  
The Board toured the Dewey Court facility.  

 

II. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT: .Financials, vacancies, maintenance, legal and other updates.  
     Potential Board votes.  

a.  Finances - T. Danzy provided a financial report including warrant and payroll information as well  
as a bank statement indicating deposits for rent and from DHCD. T. Danzy confirmed DHCD funds 

are for multiple items and are itemized/segregated by project. She also noted a reimbursement report 

can be generated. She gave E. Mooney athe recent report. 
E. Mooney asked that Karen Lewis, Residents Services, sign her reports and, as treasurer, asked                  

    about participating in the check-signing process.  
    T. Danzy reported on two recent vacancies, one of which has severe smoke damage and will need  
    extensive clean-up. She added a smoke monitoring system would be helpful. She also reported  
    two court-ordered payment agreements were completed. 
b. Maintenance – R. Phair reported on multiple pending projects including leaks, tree clearing,  

smoke damaged apartment and catch basin repairs. He also stated inspections are going well. It was 

noted GBHA is still looking for part-time maintenance staff.  
c. Other updates – T. Danzy reported the cookout has been postponed to the fall; recertification is in  

process; she joined the housing committee for MA NAHRO; and DHCD performed a management 

review and they are pleased with GBHA’s performance, the reserve being the only concern. J. Grogan 

asked for a copy of the report.  
d. Mold Update. Potential Board votes. T. Danzy said humidity levels are acceptable in family units  

    on the left side of Bernard Gibbons Drive, when entering Flag Rock. 
e. Quick tree cutting project update including Conservation Commission questions. Potential Board  

vote R. Phair reported that removing trees behind family units on the other side  of Flag Rock 

requires Conservation Commission review/approval and an engineer must prepare plans for that and 

repairs to the drainage ditch in the front of the property. 
f. Video Security Camera installation - update. Potential Board vote – T. Danzy reported the camera  
    at the Flag Rock dumpster is installed and the plan is to expand the camera area which requires  
    hardwiring. 
g. Power Options - Solar Arrangement review Timetable - Potential Board vote – It was agreed this  
    discussion would be postponed to the next meeting. 
h. Ramps at Brookside - Potential Board vote R. Phair presented an estimate for installing ramps at  
    Brookside from D. Clark & Son which was the lowest bid at $12,935.  Other bidders were  

    O’Brien at $13,500 and D.F. Lane at $14,300. Jackie Sinico, tenant, stated she recommends Clark.  
P. Orenstein made a motion to retain D. Clark & Son as contractor for the ramps at Brookside Manor; J. 

Grogan seconded. J. Grogan asked for any discussion – there was none. All in favor: 3-0. 
i. Bad Debt writeoff - informational. T. Danzy reported on necessary write offs for rent and damages.  
    It was discussed that for another recent write off T. Danzy is going to court to try to collect.  

P. Orenstein made a motion to write off bad debts of $6,362.55; J. Grogan seconded. J. Grogan asked for 

any discussion – there was none. All in favor: 3-0. 
 



 

 

j. Spectrum – T. Danzy reported that Spectrum is offering a deal to retain the group plan/rate for  
cable for $25 per household for five years which would be more cost effective. It was confirmed that 

the cost would go down to $1,398.98/month from $2,700 and residents will get upgraded boxes and 

more channels.  
P. Orenstein made a motion to rescind the withdrawal from Spectrum in favor of a five-year contract 

under the new rate and terms as presented by T. Danzy; J. Grogan seconded. Grogan asked for any 

discussion – T. Danzy stated by January she would review usage and cost. Motion passed: 2-0 with yes 

votes from J. Grogan and P. Orenstein. E. Mooney abstained as she is a tenant affected by this. 
 

III. NEW BUSINESS:  
a. Set August regular meeting Date. Regular meeting to be at Brookside facility – It was agreed that  

the next meeting would be scheduled for August 16 at 11:00am at Brookside. It was also agreed that 

there would not be a policy meeting in August.  
b. Ongoing use of Zoom. It was agreed that meetings would be hybrid go forward.  A tenant had  

    written a note requesting this; J. Sinico presented the note to J. Grogan before the meeting began  

     and he read it to the board. 
c. Review of Treasurer role. P. Orenstein asked what are expectations for the Treasurer role and E.  

Mooney read the responsibilities from the board’s bylaws. P. Orenstein stated it should be looked into 

further as E. Mooney is doing more than traditionally expected. 
 

IV. OLD BUSINESS:  
a. Housatonic Water - Flag Rock Filtration possibilities, DHCD clarification/confirmation re:  
    ongoing tenant water deduction. Potential Board votes – It was discussed that it would be helpful  
    to have this in writing from DHCD. T. Danzy stated DHCD is aware we are still doing it and is  
    providing reimbursement – she noted she is unsure whether to press DHCD or ask directly for  
    assurances.  
b. Housatonic Water - discussion of a request to the Selectboard for funds to compensate for HWW  
    problems. Potential Board votes – E. Mooney will draft a letter for the board’s next meeting. 
c. Senior Central Water Filtration - Estimates research. Potential Board votes – it was confirmed this  
    is in progress. 

 

V. CITIZEN SPEAK: J. Sinico requested that bathrooms near common  and laundry areas at Flag Rock be kept 

open.  T. Danzy said people take toilet paper.  The board agreed the bathrooms should be kept open. 
 

VI. Minutes Review/Approval Board Meetings of June 21 and July 6 Policy Subcommittee Potential Board 

vote.  
P. Orenstein made a motion to approve the June 21 minutes; E. Mooney seconded. J. Grogan asked for 

any discussion – there was none. All in favor: 3-0. 
 

VII. LTO REPORT – No report was provided.  
 

VIII. BOARD COMMENTS  
a. P. Orenstein shared concerns that have been raised at Brookside about lighting and traffic related  
    to the new Wind Rush apartments - and stated he would follow-up on the matter. 

 

IX. ADJOURNMENT - P. Orenstein made a motion to adjourn; J, Grogan seconded. All in favor: 3-0.  
      The meeting was adjourned by unanimous consent at 12:40pm.  
 

Documents discussed: financial report, resident services coordinator’s report, three bids for ramps at Brookside 

Manor, and tenant note requesting meetings be on Zoom. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Stacy Ostrow 


