
TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

__________ 

OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

Telephone: (413) 528-1619 x2900 
         Fax: (413) 528-2290 

Mark Pruhenski 
Town Manager 

E-mail: mpruhenski@townofgb.org 
www.townofgb.org 

Selectboard Meeting via Zoom and in person at 334 Main Street Great Barrington MA 
Order of Agenda for Monday, November 6, 2023, at 6:00 PM 

Please click the link below to join the webinar 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84727797185 

Webinar ID: 84727797185 Dial-in, audio-only: (929) 205 6099 
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and 
Governor Healey’s March 29, 2023 Revised Order extending remote participation by all members in any meeting of a public body, this 
meeting of the Selectboard will be conducted both in-person and via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific 
information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to 
attend this meeting can be found on town’s website, at www.townofgb.org. For this meeting, members of the public and committee 
members may attend the meeting in person, or, for those who wish to do so remotely may by following the instructions at the top of this 
agenda. For those who are not in-person every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real 
time, via technological means. 

 5:00 PM: Members will make a site visit to 304 North Plain Road, Housatonic, MA for review of an 
Access to a Public Way / Driveway Permit.

1. CALL TO ORDER SELECTBOARD REGULAR MEETING

2. SELECTBOARD’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/STATEMENTS

3. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT
a. Housatonic Water Works
b. Community Preservation Act

4. LICENSES AND PERMITS
a. Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce, Betsy Andrus, Executive Director, for

permission to hold the 2023 Holiday Stroll downtown on Saturday, December 9, from
3:00 to 8:30 pm, to use the Town Hall steps for the tree and menorah lighting, and to
reserve four parking spaces on Main Street and five parking spaces at the front of Town
Hall.

b. Southern Berkshire Chamber of Commerce, Betsy Andrus, Executive Director, for a one-
day Temporary Hawkers/Peddlers/Vendors license for downtown at the First
Congregational Church for the Holiday Stroll, on Saturday, December 9, 2023 from 3:00
to 8:30 pm.

5. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. 268 Main St. New Liquor License Application – Lucy’s Rendezvous

i. Open public hearing
ii. Public comments; speak in favor or opposition

iii. Close public hearing
iv. Selectboard discussion
v. Motion; decision

http://www.townofgb.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84727797185
http://www.townofgb.org/


b. 425 Park St. New Liquor License Application – Common or Garden Pub LLC
i. Open public hearing

ii. Public comments; speak in favor or opposition
iii. Close public hearing
iv. Selectboard discussion
v. Motion; decision

c. 70 Railroad St. Transfer Liquor License Application – Triplex Cinema Inc.
i. Open public hearing

ii. Public comments; speak in favor or opposition
iii. Close public hearing
iv. Selectboard discussion
v. Motion; decision

6. PREVIOUS BUSINESS
a. 304 North Plain Rd. Driveway Permit application for David Long and Georgene Poliak

Continued from Selectboard meeting October 30, 2023.

7. NEW BUSINESS
a. Master Plan Outreach- Planning Board/Chair Brandee Nelson
b. Holiday Parking---Lift time restrictions for parking during the holiday season (November

24th – December 31st).

8. CITIZEN SPEAK TIME
Citizen Speak Time is an opportunity for the Selectboard to listen to residents. Topics of 
particular concern or importance may be placed on a future agenda for discussion. This 
time is reserved for town residents only unless otherwise permitted by the chair, and 
speakers are limited to 3 minutes each. 

9. SELECTBOARD’S TIME

10. MEDIA TIME

11. CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (and not return to open session)
a. Executive Session under MGL Ch. 30A, sec. 21(a) for the following purpose: (3) To

discuss strategy with respect to litigation, regarding Housatonic Water Works. And, (6)
To consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real estate, regarding Housatonic
Water Works.

i. Motion: Move that the Board meet in executive session pursuant to MGL Ch.
30A sec. 21(a) for the following purpose: (3) To discuss strategy with respect to
Housatonic Water Works because an open discussion may have a detrimental
effect on the litigation position of the Board. And, (6) to consider the purchase,
exchange, lease or value of real estate, regarding Housatonic Water Works
because an open discussion may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating
position of the public body, and not to return to open session

ii. Roll Call Vote
b. Executive Session under MGL Ch. 30A, sec. 21 (a) for the following purpose: (7) To

comply with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal grant-in-
aid requirements.



i. Motion: Move that the Board meet in executive session pursuant to MGL Ch.
30A sec. 21 to approve executive session minutes from the following meetings:

1. September 13, 2023.
ii. Roll Call Vote

12. ADJOURNMENT

NEXT SELECTBOARD MEETING 
November 20, 2023 December 4, 2023 December 18, 2023 

Mark Pruhenski, Town Manager 
Pursuant to MGL. 7c. 30A sec. 20 (f), after notifying the chair of the public body, any person may make a video or audio recording of an open 
session of a meeting of a public body, or may transmit the meeting through any medium.  At the beginning of the meeting, the chair shall inform 
other attendees of any such recordings.  Any member of the public wishing to speak at the meeting must receive permission of the chair.  The 
listings of agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the chair, which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be 
discussed and other items not listed may be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 



SOUTHERN BERI<SHIRE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

2023 Holiday Shop, Sip & Stroll 

The Southern Berkshire Cha�ber is requesting permission to have this year's Holiday Stroll,
scheduled for Saturday, December,>d, 202; Have a full calendar of events with 26 activities planned, all 
FREE and accessible to prevent barriers for anyone in our community. 

We request the use of the four parking spaces at the base of Railroad Street for our Hayride 
Loading and unloading. We request the use of the 4 parking spaces on Main Street, two on each side of 
the entrance to the Congregational Church parking lot. Also, the five parking spaces in front of the Town 
Hall to the north side. We would like to use the steps of the Town Hall for the menorah and Town tree 
lighting and would need the use of the podium and power. 

As always, we truly appreciate the help from the Town Hall, GB DPW, GB Fire Department, GB 
Highway Department and the GB Police. 

I have included the list of activities and the event map as it is at this moment. 

Thank you. 

Betsy Andrus 
SBCC Executive Director 
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Planning Board Master Plan
Committee Assignments

Category
Action or 
Strategy

Description
Lead and 
Responsibility

Assignment 
Category

No Regrets Building Blocks
Near Term 
Projects

Vision Projects
Cost to the 
Town

PROGRESS TO DATE 
(August 2023)

CHARACTER

7

Revitalize the Housatonic school campus, attending 
to the concerns and opportunities outlined in the Task 
Force Report, including the building itself and 
parking, and recognizing that the market has not 
interested in the school building.  Explore a CDBG 
grant.  LU H.2 

Selectboard (Town 
Manager)

Selectboard
Plans, funding or 
strategies established 

Activity by 2015 C $ 

Good Progress. Selectboard has 
designated a developer who will 
create 8 moderate-income rental 
apartments while preserving the 
historic building.   

COMMUNITY
78

Create a municipal affordable housing trust fund 
managed by a housing committee. Proactively 
advertise this fund. HO 2.4   

Selectboard  (Town 
Manager, Financial 
Coordinator, Town Planner)

Selectboard X A $ Completed.  

COMMUNITY

109

Resolve the status of the Housatonic School, 
attending to recommendations of the Housatonic 
School Campus Task Force, ongoing maintenance or 
operational costs, and plans for Ramsdell Library and 
the Community Center. SF 4.1 

Selectboard (Town 
Manager, Planning Board, 
Town Planner)

Selectboard X C $$$ 

Resolved. Selectboard has 
designated a developer to create 
housing units. See also #7. 

COMMUNITY
110

Keep the District Court at the former Dewey School.  
Conduct building improvements and complete 
negotiation of long-term lease. SF 4.2 

Selectboard (Town 
Manager, DPW 
Superintendent)

Selectboard Already in process X C $ Completed.  

CONNECTIONS

122

Improve winter sidewalk maintenance in 
neighborhoods.  Consider a regulation that requires 
homeowners and businesses to clear their sidewalks 
within 24 hours of a snow event; attend to concerns 
of the disabled and the elderly for whom this might be 
a burden.  TR 1.6   

Selectboard  (Town 
Manager,  DPW 
Superintendent,  Police 
Chief)

Selectboard X  n/a  Nothing to report  

CONNECTIONS

124

Commit that every street or road improvement, such 
as widening, intersection redesign, repaving, and 
guardrails, also accommodate pedestrians and 
bicycles. Mandate this in all public roads, subdivision 
roads, and the driveways of any new commercial 
development. Attend especially to the needs of our 
youngsters and senior citizens. Where the road is state-
maintained, e.g., all of Route 7 and Route 23 outside 
of downtown, advocate to Mass DOT to include bike 
lanes.  TR 1.8  

Selectboard (DPW 
Superintendent, Town 
Planner) 

Selectboard X  n/a  Completed  

CONNECTIONS 152
Lobby for and support Housatonic Railroad’s efforts 
to restore passenger railroad service.  ED 7.1 

Selectboard,  Town Manager Selectboard X n/a Nothing to report 

COMMERCE

158

Establish an economic development committee as a 
liaison between businesses and town government, to 
track and understand the town’s position and 
changing needs, and to focus on implementing Plan 
goals and strategies. ED 1.1 

Selectboard (Town 
Manager)

Selectboard X n/a 
EDC was created but subsequently 
dissolved 

COMMERCE

164

Continue to invest in a quality K-12 school system. 
Close scrutiny of the school budget should continue, 
but so should the desire to invest in our schools as a 
basic foundation of our quality of life and our 
workforce development. ED 5.1

Selectboard (Town 
Manager)

Selectboard X A $$
Consolidation discussions 
underway.

COMMERCE
165

Renovate the high school to better meet the 
educational needs of our youth and to bring the 

building up to 21st century learning and safety 
standards. ED 5.2

Selectboard (Town 
Manager)

Selectboard X C $$$
Consolidation discussions 
underway.
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Planning Board Master Plan
Committee Assignments

Category
Action or 
Strategy

Description
Lead and 
Responsibility

Assignment 
Category

No Regrets Building Blocks
Near Term 
Projects

Vision Projects
Cost to the 
Town

PROGRESS TO DATE 
(August 2023)

COMMERCE

166

Support vocational and technical training. Education 
should continue its goal of better preparing students 
for the jobs that Great Barrington wants to attract and 
retain, and also for the jobs that will always be here. 
ED 5.3

Selectboard (Town 
Manager)

Selectboard X A $$

Vocational programs increasing 
and likely to be increasing when a 
new high school is built

COORDINATION & 
COLLABORATION

198

Create a housing committee, or form a partnership 
with the Housing Authority or Community 
Development Corporation of South Berkshire, that 
will work with town staff, homeowners, Realtors, and 
other professionals in town and region-wide to 
implement these housing strategies.  HO 3.1  

Selectboard (Town 
Manager) 

Selectboard X  n/a  

Housing subcommittee created.  
Regional housing discussions 
resulted in county-wide report 
2022. Locally, Housing Trust and 
nonprofits communicate regularly. 

COORDINATION & 
COLLABORATION

208

Make consistency with the Master Plan a 
consideration in developing and evaluating the 
Capital Improvement Plan. Since capital spending is 
such a large and visible component of the annual 
budget, such a requirement would ensure 
infrastructure investments support, and do not detract 
from, the vision and goals of the Master Plan.  LU 
G.1

Selectboard Selectboard X n/a
Included in Town Manager’s 
development of annual budgets
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