
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
  
 OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 
Telephone: (413) 528-1619 x2900 

                         Fax: (413) 528-2290 
 
 

Mark Pruhenski 
Town Manager 
 
E-mail: mpruhenski@townofgb.org 
www.townofgb.org 

 
Selectboard Meeting via Zoom and in person at 334 Main Street, Great Barrington, MA 

Order of Agenda for Monday, March 25th, 2024, at 5:00 PM 
 
Please click this link to join the webinar:    https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86048727526   
Webinar ID: 860 4872 7526     Dial-in, audio-only: (929) 205 6099 
 
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, 
and Governor Healey’s March 29, 2023 Revised Order extending remote participation by all members in any meeting of a public 
body, this meeting of the Selectboard will be conducted both in-person and via remote participation to the greatest extent 
possible. Specific information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a 
right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on town’s website: www.townofgb.org. Committee members and 
members of the public may attend this meeting in person or remotely. Instructions for remote access can be found at the top of 
this agenda. Every effort will be made to ensure that those attending remotely can access the proceedings in real time, via 
technological means. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER SELECTBOARD REGULAR MEETING 
 

2. SELECTBOARD’S TIME 
 

3. CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (will return to open session) 
a. Executive Session under MGL Chapter 30A, section 21(a)(3) for the following purpose: 

To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting 
may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body 
and the chair so declares 

i. Anticipated Motion: Move that the Board meet in executive session pursuant to 
MGL Ch. 30A sec. 21(a)(3) for the following purpose: To discuss strategy with 
respect to litigation, Housatonic Water Works Company rate increase petition to 
the Department of Public Utilities, DPU no. 23-65. 

ii. Roll Call Vote 
 

4. RE-CONVENE IN REGULAR/OPEN SESSION 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
a. Selectboard-Finance Committee Budget Meeting #3 February 13, 2024 
b. Selectboard-Finance Committee Budget Meeting #4 February 14, 2024 
c. Selectboard-Finance Committee Budget Meeting #5 February 20, 2024 
d. Finance Committee FY25 Public Hearing and Selectboard-Finance Committee Joint 

Budget Meeting February 28, 2024 
 

http://www.townofgb.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86048727526
http://www.townofgb.org/


6. SELECTBOARD’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/STATEMENTS 
 

7. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
a. Housatonic Water Works 
b. Board, Committee, and Commission vacancies  

 
8. LICENSES AND PERMITS 

a. Seasonal Club All Alcoholic Liquor License Renewal for Wyantenuck Country Club 
b. Application for One Day Liquor License, Beer & Wine – Jessica Eichstedt, Great 

Barrington Fish & Game Association – Benefit Shoot – 338 Long Pond Road, 
Housatonic on April 7, 2024 from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

c. Application for One Day Liquor License, Beer & Wine – Jessica Eichstedt, Great 
Barrington Fish & Game Association – Wedding – 338 Long Pond Road, Housatonic on 
April 20, 2024 from 2:00 PM to 10:00 PM 

d. Application for One Day Liquor License, Beer & Wine – Jessica Eichstedt, Great 
Barrington Fish & Game Association – Graduation gathering – 338 Long Pond Road, 
Housatonic on June 8, 2024 from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM 

e. Application for One Day Liquor License, Beer & Wine – Jessica Eichstedt, Great 
Barrington Fish & Game Association – Father’s Day Lobster Shoot – 338 Long Pond 
Road, Housatonic on June 16, 2024 from 11:00 AM to 6:00 PM  

f. Application for Temporary Weekday Entertainment License – Karen Advokaat, Bard 
College at Simon’s Rock – Ride and Drive (set route), vendors, food truck, and 
exhibition of Electric Vehicles – 84 Alford Road, Great Barrington on June 8, 2024 from 
10am to 2pm 

g. Applications from Common or Garden Pub, 425 Park St., Housatonic for Common 
Victualler and Automatic Amusement Device Licenses  

 
9. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

a. Special Permit 942-24: application from Bear Mountain 320 Properties, Timberlyn 
Heights Care Center, to construct an addition on the existing nursing home at 320 Maple 
Avenue, Great Barrington, filed per Sections 3.1.4, B(10) and 10.4 of the Zoning Bylaw 

i. Continue the hearing until April 8, 2024 at 6:00, per the Applicant’s request 
 

b. Special Permit 941-24: application from the Community Development Corporation of 
South Berkshire, c/o Philip Orenstein, Interim Executive Director, to permit a hotel use at 
453 Stockbridge Road, also known as the Thornewood Inn 

i. Open Public Hearing 
ii. Explanation of the Project 

iii. Public comments and questions, speak in favor or in opposition  
iv. Questions from the Selectboard 
v. Comments from other Boards 

vi. Selectboard discussion and draft findings 
vii. Close Public Hearing 

viii. Motion to continue/deny/grant 
 

c. Application from Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center, Inc. for a new All Alcoholic License 
at 20 Castle Street, Great Barrington 



i. Open Public Hearing 
ii. Explanation of the Project 

iii. Public comments, speak in favor or opposition 
iv. Questions from the Selectboard 
v. Close Public Hearing 

vi. Selectboard discussion 
vii. Motion to continue/deny/grant 

 
10. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Request from MA Product Stewardship Council for a resolution in support of Paint 
Stewardship 

b. Request from the VFW to close a portion of Main Street, Great Barrington on Monday, 
May 27th beginning at 11am for a Memorial Day Parade 

c. Town Comments to EPA/GE-Pittsfield/Housatonic River Site: Quality of Life 
Compliance Plan 

d. Community Impact Funding/FY25 Special Article – discussion/vote to rescind 
recommendation for annual Town Meeting Warrant.   
 

11. CITIZEN SPEAK TIME 
Citizen Speak Time is an opportunity for the Selectboard to listen to residents. Topics of particular concern 
or importance may be placed on a future agenda for discussion. This time is reserved for town residents only 
unless otherwise permitted by the chair, and speakers are limited to 3 minutes each. 
 

12. SELECTBOARD’S TIME 
 

13. MEDIA TIME  
 

14. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 
NEXT SELECTBOARD MEETING 
April 8, 2024      April 29, 2024  May 6, 2024 – (Annual Town Meeting)  
May 9, 2024 – (Possible Continuation of Town Meeting) 
 
 

 
 
Mark Pruhenski, Town Manager 
Pursuant to MGL. 7c. 30A sec. 20 (f), after notifying the chair of the public body, any person may make a video or audio 
recording of an open session of a meeting of a public body, or may transmit the meeting through any medium. At the beginning of 
the meeting, the chair shall inform other attendees of any such recordings. Any member of the public wishing to speak at the 
meeting must receive permission of the chair. The listings of agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the chair, which 
may be discussed at the meeting. Not all items listed may in fact be discussed and other items not listed may be brought up for 
discussion to the extent permitted by law 
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TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

__________ 

SELECTBOARD 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

Telephone: (413) 528-1619, x2 
Fax: (413) 528-2290 
 www.townofgb.org 

STEPHEN BANNON 
CHAIR 

LEIGH S. DAVIS 
GARFIELD C. REED 
ERIC GABRIEL 
BENJAMIN ELLIOTT 

SPECIAL PERMIT #  941-24 

NAME, ADDRESS, AND PROJECT:   Special Permit application from the Community Development 
Corporation of South Berkshire, c/o Philip Orenstein, Interim Executive Director, to permit a hotel 
use at 453 Stockbridge Road, Great Barrington. Application is filed in accordance with Sections 
3.1.4 C(8), 7.10, and 10.4 of the Zoning Bylaw. 

REVIEW MEETINGS 

These Boards and Commissions will hold meetings on the following dates to consider your application 
and make a recommendation to the Selectboard (dates or times may be subject to change): 

PLANNING BOARD  Thursday, February 8, 2024, 6:00 PM 
Applicant must attend in person or via zoom 

BOARD OF HEALTH **  Thursday, February 8, 2024, 6:30 PM  
** Applicant, call the Health Agent in advance of the meeting to see if you should attend. 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION * Wednesday, February 28, 2024, 6:30 PM 
* Applicant, call the Conservation Agent in advance of the meeting to see if you should attend.

SPECIAL PERMIT PUBLIC HEARING 

The PUBLIC HEARING before the SELECTBOARD will be Monday, March 11, 2024, at 6:00 PM. 
Applicant must attend in person or via zoom 

Continued to March 25, 2024 at the request of the Applicant
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 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
  
 BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 
 
Phone: 413-528-0680 
rjurczyk@townofgb.org 

                 
 
 

 
Michael Lanoue, Chair 
Peter Stanton, Vice Chair 
Ruby Chang, M.D. 

www.townofgb.org 
 

February 26, 2024  
 

 
Special Permit #941-24: Application from the Community Development Corporation of South Berkshire, 
c/p Philip Orenstein, Interim Executive Director, to permit a hotel use at 453 Stockbridge Road, Great 
Barrington. Application is filed in accordance with Sections 3.1.4 C(8), 7.10, and 10.4 of the Zoning 
Bylaw. 
 
 
 
Dear Selectboard  
The Board of Health reviewed this Special Permit application during the February 22, 2024 
Board of Health Meeting. The Board asked questions related to the existing well, Food 
Establishment, and Recreational Pool (currently not operational). The BOH agreed to 
recommend this Special Permit to the Selectboard.  
 
 
 
Peter Stanton: Motion to positively pass this Special Permit to the Selectboard 
Dr. Chang: Second  
Vote: 3-0  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Rebecca Jurczyk  
GB BOH Agent  
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 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
 
 PLANNING BOARD 
 

Telephone: (413) 528-1619 
Fax: (413) 528-2290 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 
 
February 18, 2024 
 
Selectboard 
Town Hall 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 
 
Re: Special Permit: 453 Stockbridge Road       
        
Dear Members of the Selectboard: 
 
At its meeting of February 8, 2024 the Planning Board voted to send a positive recommendation 
on the special permit application from the Community Development Corporation to permit a 
hotel use at 453 Stockbridge Road.   
 
Thank you for your consideration of this recommendation.  
 
Sincerely, 
 

Kimberly L. Shaw  
 
Kimberly L. Shaw 
Planning Board Secretary  
 
 
Cc: Chris Rembold, Assistant Town Manager/Director of Planning and Community 
Development 
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EXHIBIT A  
 
FINDINGS OF FACT AND BASIS FOR DECISION 
 
Re:  Special Permit #941-24 
Applicant: Community Development Corp of South Berkshire (CDCSB) 
Site:  453 Stockbridge Road 
  

A. Introduction 
 

This Special Permit application was filed on January 23, 2024 by the CDCSB, with permission of 
the property owner David and Terry Thorne, seeking permission under Sections 3.1.4 C(8), 7.10, 
and 10.4 of the zoning bylaw for a hotel use at 453 Stockbridge Road.  

 
B. General Findings 

 
The existing property is known as the Thornewood Inn. It is in the B2A zoning district where hotels 
of up to 45 rooms are allowed by Special Permit, but, despite being used as a hotel by the current 
Owners since the mid-1980s, the property does not have a Special Permit. The property has 12 
guest rooms, parking for guests and employees, a restaurant (now closed, but previously open to 
the general public) with associated kitchen, and a swimming pool. The guest rooms each have 
private bathrooms.  
 
The CDCSB seeks to acquire approximately 2.5 acres including existing buildings from the existing 
Owner and continue the current hotel use, increasing the number of rooms to 18. As stated in the 
application, the CDCSB intends to use the rooms for workforce housing, after undertaking minor 
renovations to the interior, including converting the portions of the main floor sitting area into two 
new units. There will remain common area on the main floor for use by the residents or for future 
conversion into several more units, if warranted by demand. As a hotel, the rooms would be rented 
on a month-to-month basis. A majority of the rooms will be affordable for people earning up to 100 
percent of the Area Median Income 
 
All existing structures conform to the dimensional requirements of the zoning bylaw, and no new 
structures are proposed.  
 
The parking lot is not striped or delineated, but the Applicant indicates there is space for about 50 
cars. The property has two driveways: one accesses Route 7 / Stockbridge Road on the east side, 
and the other accesses Route 183 / Old Stockbridge Road on the west side. There are no known 
parking or traffic safety concerns at these locations. Nor are there stormwater runoff concerns 
caused by the parking lot. The parking lot is gravel, and there is a catch based at the bottom of the 
driveway at Route 183 to prevent runoff onto Route 183. 
 
The property is served by its own drinking water well and has used this well for the 40 year history 
of the property. The well has provided a sufficient supply for wide variety of historical use 
scenarios, including a full capacity Inn with 12 rooms plus the residence, weddings and other 
functions, and the former restaurant. The water quality is tested monthly in accordance with Mass 
DEP regulations. Sewerage is provided by the Town’s sewer system; the Town DPW reports no 
sewer issues from this property. 
 
The Planning Board and the Board of Health have made positive recommendations to the 
Selectboard. The Conservation Commission determined the proposal has no wetlands or scenic 
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SP 941-24 
Exhibit A: Findings of Fact 
Page 2 of 3  
 
 

mountains act impacts and therefore is not jurisdictional.  
 

C. Special Permit Criteria and Findings  
 

Per Section 10.4.2 of the Zoning Bylaw, granting of a special permit requires a written 
determination by the Special Permit Granting Authority “that the adverse effects of the proposed 
use will not outweigh its beneficial impacts to the town or the neighborhood, in view of the 
particular characteristics of the site, and of the proposal in relation to that site.” This determination 
shall be made based on the consideration of six criteria, as follows.  

 
1. Social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal.  

The proposal will utilize an existing structure and an already-developed property in order 
to serve workforce housing needs, providing housing for people on modest incomes and 
working in the local economy. The need for a variety of low-cost and affordable housing 
opportunities is well documented in the Town’s 2013 Master Plan and 2020 Housing Needs 
Assessment. By repurposing an existing building, the proposal will add units to the housing 
supply at a much lower construction cost, and much quicker, than building a new structure. 
The provision of workforce housing is an important aspect of this proposal, and the 
Selectboard may impose conditions to ensure this benefit is achieved.  

 
2. Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading. 

There are no known parking or traffic safety concerns caused by the existing 
hotel/restaurant. Six additional rooms are proposed, a relatively small increase in the 
context of Route 7 and Route 183, and the additional rooms are not likely to have any 
negative traffic, parking or loading impacts. Too, the existing restaurant which can handle 
99 persons will be discontinued by the Applicant, reducing the peak traffic generation and 
parking demands. However, a special permit condition may be imposed to limit the number 
of rooms, in order to reduce the possibility of future parking and traffic safety issues.  

 
3. Adequacy of utilities and other public services. 

The property has a private well and is served by the municipal sewer system. Both are 
adequate to serve the proposed use. The property has a fire safety plan and passed all 
applicable requirements its most recent Fire Inspection. The additional six rooms will have 
no negative impact on the capacity of the sewer system.  

 
4. Neighborhood character and social structures. 

There are no anticipated impacts to neighborhood character or social structures. The current 
use is transient in nature, and the proposed use is not markedly different. In fact the 
occupancy under the proposed hotel use may slightly less transient than a typical tourist 
hotel. Further, no new structures are proposed and the only substantial construction will be 
inside the building. 

 
5. Impacts on the natural environment. 

No tree clearing, construction, or paving is proposed. There are no known stormwater 
issues or runoff issues. The proposal will have no impact on the natural environment.  

 
6. Potential fiscal impact, including impact on town services, tax base, and employment. 

The existing property is assessed at approximately $900,000, paying a total of 
approximately $15,000 in real estate related taxes in the current fiscal year. The CDCSB, 
a non-taxable nonprofit organization, plans to own and operate the property, likely making 
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SP 941-24 
Exhibit A: Findings of Fact 
Page 3 of 3  
 
 

the property exempt from real estate taxes. However it is expected to remain subject to 
other taxes and fees including hotel room taxes and sewer fees.  

 
Finding: 

 
While the proposal will remove the property from the real estate tax rolls, the Selectboard finds this 
detriment is more than offset be the workforce housing benefits to be provided under this proposal. 
The proposal will create 18 residential opportunities which will help meet the urgent need for more 
low-cost housing opportunities. In consideration of these findings, the Selectboard finds that the 
benefits of the proposal outweigh detrimental impacts. 
 
Proposed Conditions:  
 
1. There shall be a maximum of 20 hotel rooms.  
2. At least 10 of the hotel rooms shall be rented to persons or households earning no more than 

100 percent of area median income, and the rent for those 10 units, including tenant utility 
costs, shall not exceed 33 percent of the tenant person’s or household’s income.  
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SPECIAL PERMIT 
 

CDCSB, hotel at 453 Stockbridge Rd 
 

 
 
SP # 941-24 
 
Community Development Corporation of South Berkshire, to permit a hotel use at 453 Stockbridge Road, 
Great Barrington. Application is filed in accordance with Sections 3.1.4 C(8), 7.10, and 10.4 of the 
Zoning Bylaw. 
 
 
DRAFT MOTIONS 
 
(If the Board has amended the Findings based on the Public Hearing and its discussion, be sure to specify those 
changes and approve the findings “as amended.”) 
 
 
1.  VOTE ON FINDIINGS 
 

I move to approve the Findings of Fact for Special Permit #941-24, as written / as amended and 
referenced as Exhibit A. 
 
Second: __________ 
Roll call vote: Elliott ____ Gabriel _____ Reed _____  

Davis ____  Bannon  ____ 
 
 
2.  VOTE ON THE SPECIAL PERMIT 

 
I move, in view of the approved Findings of Fact, to approve Special Permit #941-24 to permit a 
remove one acre from the site’s open space…  
 

[with the following conditions if any:] 
 

1. There shall be a maximum of 20 hotel rooms.  
2. At least 10 of the hotel rooms shall be rented to persons or households earning no more than 

100 percent of area median income, and the rent for those 10 units, including tenant utility 
costs, shall not exceed 33 percent of the tenant person’s or household’s income.  
 

 
Second: __________ 
Roll call vote: Elliott ____ Gabriel _____ Reed _____  

Davis ____  Bannon  ____ 
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By passing a paint stewardship 
law, Massachusetts will:

SAVE MUNICIPALITIES 

MONEY, SUPPORT LOCAL 

RECYCLERS, & PROTECT 

OUR ENVIRONMENT
A paint stewardship law will make it easy for all Massachusetts residents to properly manage both 
oil-based and latex paint. Recycling paint through the PaintCare program that H.823, S.551, and S.542 
would establish will lower disposal costs for taxpayers, keep our waterways clean, and reduce the 
amount of hazardous waste going to landfills and incinerators. 

A PAINT STEWARDSHIP LAW WILL:

HOW A PAINT STEWARDSHIP SYSTEM WORKS
A point-of-sale fee of less than $1 per gallon is collected by all paint retailers. The collected funds are 
managed by a non-profit producer responsibility organization, which represents paint manufacturers. 
Funds are used to establish paint collection sites, transport paint for processing, and distribute public 
education materials on proper management of paint.

PRODUCT STEWARDSHIP IS A PROVEN SOLUTION
Eleven  states & Washington, D.C. have implemented paint stewardship laws, including the neighboring 
states of NY, RI, CT, VT, and ME. According to the Product Stewardship Institute, a Boston-based 
non-profit, paint stewardship programs have saved governments and taxpayers nearly $300 million, and 
established more than 2,300 collection sites, over 70% of which are at voluntary retail locations.

SEE REVERSE FOR A LIST OF SUPPORTING MUNICIPALITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS IN MASSACHUSETTS

For more information on paint 
stewardship laws visit: 

PaintCare.org

Sharon Byrne Kishida
MA Product Stewardship Council
Former MassDEP MAC
  sbkishida@gmail.com

Content adapted with permission from Eco-Cycle/Recycle Colorado

Waneta Trabert
MA Product Stewardship Council
City of Newton DPW
wtrabert@newtonma.gov

Updated November  2023

Make paint recycling easy 
and free for all MA 
residents, including those 
living in rural areas.

Save local governments  
around $3 million annually 
across the Commonwealth.

Prevent mismanagement of 
unwanted paint that 
pollutes waterways and the 
environment.
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WIDE SPREAD SUPPORT 

ACROSS 

MASSACHUSETTS

Content adapted with permission from Eco-Cycle/Recycle ColoradoUpdated January  2024

PAINT STEWARDSHIP HAS BROAD SUPPORT
The following municipalities, businesses, and organizations have signed an endorsement of paint 
stewardship. They are constituents from across Massachusetts. Municipalities representing 31% of 
the state population have voiced their support. 

Local Governments
City of Boston
South Shore Recycling Cooperative
   (representing 18 municipalities)
City of Cambridge
City of New Bedford 
City of Newton
City of Somerville
City of Malden
City of Revere
City of Salem
Franklin County Solid Waste 
   Management District 
   (representing 21 municipalities)
City of Leominster 
Town of Arlington
City of Fitchburg
City of Woburn
City of Holyoke
Northern Berkshire Solid Waste 
   Management District 
   (representing 13 municipalities)
Town of Braintree
Town of Falmouth
Town of Middleborough 
Bourne Recycling Committee
Town of Marblehead
Town of East Longmeadow
Town of Auburn
Town of Swampscott
Ipswich Waste Reduction Advisory 
Committee
Town of Kingston
Hilltown Resource Management 
   Cooperative (representing 10 
   municipalities) 

Non-Government Organizations
Massachusetts Municipal 
Association
American Coatings Association
Product Stewardship Institute, Inc. 
National Stewardship Action 
   Council
League of Women Voters of 
   Massachusetts
Keep Massachusetts Beautiful
Connecticut River Conservancy
Seaside Sustainability 
Green Newton
Cape Cod Anti-Litter Coalition, 
   Inc.
Cape Cod’s Faith Communities 
   Environmental Network
Energy and Climate Committees of 
   the Cape and Islands
350 Mass Berkshires
Salem Sound Coastwatch
Keep Salem Beautiful
Zero Waste Arlington
Greening Greenfield
Zero Waste Melrose
Lee Greener Gateway Committee
Saugus Action Volunteers for the 
Environment
Sheffield Saves
Shutesbury Recycling and Solid 
   Waste Committee
Sustainability Committee of 
Tyngsboro, MA
Wachusett Earthday Inc
Zero Waste Amherst

Local Governments
Town of Tyngsborough
Town of Boxford
Town of Rockport
Town of Harvard
Town of Lee
Town of Sherborn
Town of Manchester-by-the-Sea
Town of Sheffield
Town of Ashby
Town of Stockbridge
Town of Shutesbury 
Town of Chesterfield
Town of Hinsdale
Town of Egremont

Businesses
Aubuchon Hardware
Home Decor Group
Recolor Paints
Allonnia
Black Earth Compost
Clean-Seas, Inc.
Helpsy
Manchester Marine
Pinto Recycling, Inc
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Paint Stewardship Bills H.823, S.542, and S.551 

Thank you for this opportunity to share information about the environmentally important Paint 
Stewardship legislation presently before our legislature for the 7th time.  My name is Tom Irwin. 
I live at 54 Central Ave in Dalton, MA.   I am a retired chemical engineer and physician who 
while a member of the Dalton Waste Management and Recycle Committee learned of Paint 
Stewardship during a tour of a NY Transfer Station.   The concept seemed perfect and after 
visiting CT, VT, and NY to confirm the program was well received by retailers and residents, I 
became an advocate for this legislation in MA and joined with 3 other concerned individuals.  

Why is Paint Stewardship needed? 

Massachusetts generates 5.9 million tons of trash annually but only has 3.2 million tons of 
annual trash incineration capacity.  The remaining trash needs to be landfilled, but with only 5 
active municipal landfills in Massachusetts and no new landfills planned, the majority of the 
remaining trash needs to be hauled out of state to places as far away as Ohio, western New York, 
and South Carolina.  This is expensive and has a large carbon footprint.  A Product Stewardship 
approach applied to waste streams such as paint, mattresses, plastics, and packaging, which are 
amenable to this approach, will help us begin decreasing this expensive burden.  

What is Paint Stewardship? 

Paint Stewardship is a program that allows residents to discard unwanted liquid Latex and Oil-
based paints without cost at participating paint retail stores any day the stores are open.  The 
retailers collect the returned pain in totes and when a tote is full call PaintCare, the non-profit 
created by paint manufacturers to manage the discarded paint.  PaintCare then picks up the full 
tote and hauls it to a paint reprocessing plant where the returned paint is reblended and sold to 
entities like Restore and Habitat for Humanity.  The Consumer’s part is paying an extra fee of up 
to $1 per gallon at time of purchase.   

What benefits will your community see from Paint Stewardship? 

1. It will be a service your residents will value.  The desire to recycle rather than discard has resulted
in between 30% and 60% of Latex returned to the Enfield, CT Sherwin Williams store coming
from MA residents.  Also notable, 92% of 735 MA residents dropping items off at the 7 HHW Days
that I spoke with signed the petition encouraging their legislator to become a Bill co-sponsor.

2. Paint Stewardship begins addressing the solid waste issue by decreasing one category of waste
going to our landfills.

3. It will also significantly decrease a toxic waste that occurs more often than we would like
when oil-based paint is discarded inappropriately

4. It will present no cost to municipalities and will decrease HHW day costs
5. It will decrease greenhouse gases generated by the paint industry by approximately 4%
6. And finally, it likely will be a model for future Product Stewardship legislation that will

address additional items, such as mattresses, solar panels, and packaging.

Why hasn’t Paint Stewardship passed previously? 

The problem stems from there being between 6,000 and 7,000 Bills considered each legislative 
session with only 4% being acted on in a session.  This compels consideration of cost savings, which 
for Paint Stewardship is only $2M annually, and public demand, which for Paint Stewardship isn’t 
sufficient as a result of too few people being aware of the law.   

Next Steps 

Presently there are 29 representatives and 11 senators sponsoring or co-sponsoring the Paint 
Stewardship Bills, which is good.  However, when the Bill arrives at the Ways & Means 
Committee early next year, as it has 6 times previously, it will be extremely valuable to have as 
many resolutions as possible from municipalities encouraging the Ways & Means Committee 
chairs to view the Paint Stewardship legislation favorably and send it to the legislative floor for a 
vote.  Please consider adding your municipality’s supportive resolution to this important cause. 
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Resolution in Support of Paint Stewardship Legislation 

WHEREAS: 

• Landfill capacity in Massachusetts has rapidly declined and no new capacity is expected;
and

• The costs of hauling and disposal of waste materials have increased by over 30% in the
last five years and are expected to continue increasing at similar rates; and

• A paint stewardship law would create a convenient collection network to properly
manage all architectural paint from business and residential sectors and substantially
decrease inappropriate discarding of paint, which is a toxic substance that can cause
harmful environmental pollution; and

• A paint stewardship law will divert paint from waste disposal to its best and highest use,
whereby there will be a small but real decrease in the total waste going to landfills; and

• Paint stewardship laws have been demonstrated as an effective means of diverting
paint from landfills in our neighboring states of Connecticut, Rhode Island, Maine,
Vermont, and New York; and

• A law supporting discarding of latex and oil-based paints at participating retail stores
and transfer stations has strong support from constituents; and

• Municipal waste management systems were established a century ago to manage
wastes like ashes, food scraps and horse manure, rather than the wide array of
manufactured goods, including paint, which dominate today’s municipal waste, and

• The Massachusetts Municipal Association passed a resolution which supports statewide
producer responsibility legislation in January 2019,

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the _________________________________ urges the 
Massachusetts General Court and the leadership of both chambers to view the pending Paint 
Stewardship legislation favorably and take whatever actions are necessary to pass the Paint 
Stewardship bills into law, including voting favorably out of any and all committees.  A Paint 
Stewardship law will begin relieving municipalities and consumers of ever-rising solid waste 
management costs, significantly reduce a toxic waste going to landfills and decrease 
greenhouse gases generated by the paint industry by 4%. 

Pending Paint Stewardship legislation in the 2023-2024 legislative session includes Bills 
H.823 “An Act Relative to Paint Recycling”
S.542 “An Act to Establish Safe Paint Stewardship” and
S.551 “An Act Relative to Paint Recycling”

Resolution Adopted Date: 

Vote:     Ayes        Nays Abstentions 

 Signed: 
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From:
To:
Subject:
Date:

Valerie Williamson-Angell
Natalie Amendola
Re: Memorial Day Parade 
Monday, March 4, 2024 4:38:24 PM

**CAUTION:**
**This is an external email, be vigilant**

***Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender (and their email address) and know the
content is safe***

Sent from my iPhone
Hi Natalie!!
Monday May 27th at 11
Starting off at Dresser Ave and finishing in front of the town hall.
Thank you for all your help!!
Val

On Mar 4, 2024, at 2:53 PM, Natalie Amendola <NAmendola@townofgb.org> wrote:

﻿
Hi Val, writing to follow up on your question regarding the Memorial Day parade. When you
have a moment can you please reply to this email with the date, start time, and approx.
starting location for the Memorial Day parade?

We can use that reply as the formal request to the Selectboard. Please let me know if you
have any questions – thank you!

Natalie

<image001.jpg> Natalie Amendola
Administrative Assistant for the
Town Manager and Select
Board Office
413-528-1619 ext 2901
namendola@Townofgb.org

Town of Great Barrington
334 Main Street
Great Barrington MA 01230

The Secretary of State's office has determined that most e-mails to and from municipal offices and officials are public
records. Consequently, confidentiality should not be expected.
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TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

__________ 

SELECTBOARD 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

Telephone: (413) 528-1619 x2900 
        Fax: (413) 528-2290 

Stephen C. Bannon, Chair 
Leigh Davis 
Eric Gabriel 
Garfield C. Reed 
Ben Elliott 

March 26, 2024 

Comments emailed to: R1Housatonic@epa.gov 

Re: GE-Pittsfield/Housatonic River Site: Quality of Life Compliance Plan, December 2023 

Dear EPA: 

The Town of Great Barrington Selectboard has reviewed the above referenced Quality of Life 
Compliance Plan and offers the following comments: 

1. As a general comment, while this plan is a site-wide plan, and more detailed plans will be
developed for each remediation unit to address the specific approach for the remediation at that
location, EPA’s attention to this plan is critical because it will be a framework for those future
plans. This plan is an important opportunity to identify and plan for the broad scope of quality of
life impacts that may arise from the Rest of River (ROR) remediation.

2. The plan should include a requirement to identify, assess, and address visual impacts. The current
draft plan focuses on parameters of air quality, noise, odor, and lighting. There are additional
parameters of interest and concern to the community, including aesthetic (visible) impacts to the
natural environment, such as trees, riverbanks, and river features. In Great Barrington, for
example, the western banks of Rising Pond are particularly beautiful. Therefore we look forward
to reviewing GE’s specific plans to avoid widespread aesthetic impacts to the banks, riverside
forests, and bald eagle nests, during the remediation of Rising Pond.

3. The plan should include a description of how GE will continue to maintain open and transparent
communication with residents/landowners to ensure the ultimate remedial action achieves the
landowner’s expectations.

4. The plan should include an assessment of specific air quality, odor, noise, or light events, in
addition to the averaging approach described. The process of averaging dilutes the result from a
single event giving a false impression that these events are not harmful. For instance, a single
burst of noise can yield harm, and should therefore be acknowledged. Furthermore, analysis of
event-specific noise results would help determine time periods (and associated activities) that
yield the most problematic conditions. This isolation of the data would assist GE in amending
their work activities with this event-specific data, and thus avoid practices that are disturbing
events, as well as those practices that could cause harm and stress over time.

5. The plan’s air quality monitoring program should be as robust as possible, and should include
sampling of dust for total PCB analysis, as well as the sampling of particulate matter. The plan
should also ensure that EPA and/or other independent agencies monitor the data for accuracy and
precision.
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Garfield C. Reed 

Ben Elliot 

6. We appreciate that the plan indicates that GE will work cooperatively with each ROR
municipality and with the state to facilitate the enhancement of recreational activities, such as
river access for canoeing and other water activities, prior to completion of remediation in each
work area. This plan, or those future discussions, should also include, where necessary, the plans
for accessibility across/over existing barriers like railroad tracks or steep slopes in order to safely
access the river recreation points.

7. The plan should be required to be amended to accommodate any lessons learned as each
remediation work area is undertaken and accomplished, in keeping with the Adaptive
Management approach required by the EPA. Finally, the plan should recognize that what is
“quality of life” to one community at one point in time may in fact change over the long life of
this remediation process, as community composition and attitudes evolve, and that the plan may
need to be updated over the long life of the ROR remediation.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Quality of Life Compliance Plan. And thank 
you for providing Technical Assistance Services for Communities (TASC) to the Rest of River 
municipalities. 

Sincerely,  
The Great Barrington Selectboard 

Stephen C. Bannon 

Leigh Davis 

Eric Gabriel 
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