
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
 
 OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 
Telephone: (413) 528-1619 x2900 

                  Fax: (413) 528-2290 
 
 

Mark Pruhenski 
Town Manager 
 
E-mail: mpruhenski@townofgb.org 
www.townofgb.org 

 
Selectboard Regular Meeting and Selectboard Executive Session 

via Zoom, Order of Agenda for Monday, October 3, 2022, at 6:00 PM 
 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84727797185?pwd=NDFRUjFITE12eDN3bE5LaTNBQ0RmZz09 

Webinar ID: 84727797185     Dial-in, audio-only: (929) 205 6099 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, 
and the Governor’s July 16, 2022 Revised Order extending remote participation by all members in any meeting of a public body, 
this meeting of the Selectboard will be conducted via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific information and 
the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend 
this meeting can be found on town’s website, at www.townofgb.org. For this meeting, members of the public who wish to listen to 
the meeting may do so in the following manner: See instructions at the top of the agenda. No in-person attendance of members of 
the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real 
time, via technological means. 

 *****ALL VOTES ARE ROLL CALL***** 

1. CALL TO ORDER SELECTBOARD REGULAR MEETING 

a. Roll Call 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. September 12, 2022 

b. September 19, 2022 

3. SELECTBOARD’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/STATEMENTS 

4. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

a. Housatonic Water Works 

i. Board of Health Letter 

b. Housatonic School 

c. Mason Library HVAC Update 

d. Hybrid Meeting Update 

e. Berkshire Busk- 2022 season re-cap 

5. LICENSES AND PERMITS 

a. Jeremy Stoepker for a driveway permit at 121 Hollenbeck Avenue 

6. PREVIOUS BUSINESS 

a. Squaw Peak Road- request to change street name 

http://www.townofgb.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84727797185?pwd=NDFRUjFITE12eDN3bE5LaTNBQ0RmZz09
http://www.townofgb.org/


7. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Review and comment to the Zoning Board of Appeals on the Special Permit application 
from Dana Bixby Architecture on behalf of Michael Kolber to modify a preexisting 
nonconforming single unit residential dwelling at 110 Christian Hill Road, in accordance 
with Sections 5.5 and 10.4 of the zoning bylaw.  

b. Adopt Road-Stream Crossing Management Plan.  

c. Housing-Review and discuss August 12th letter from Planning Board. 

8. CITIZEN SPEAK TIME 

Citizen Speak Time is an opportunity for the Selectboard to listen to residents. Topics of 
particular concern or importance may be placed on a future agenda for discussion. This 
time is reserved for town residents only unless otherwise permitted by the chair, and 
speakers are limited to 3 minutes each. 

9. SELECTBOARD’S TIME 

10. MEDIA TIME  

11. CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (and not return to open session) 

a. Executive Session under MGL Ch 30A, sec. 21(a) for the following purpose: (3) To 
discuss strategy with respect to litigation, regarding Housatonic Water Works. And, (6) 
To consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real estate, regarding Housatonic 
Water Works.  

i. Motion: Move that the Board meet in executive session pursuant to MGL Ch. 
30A sec. 21(a) for the following purpose: (3) To discuss strategy with respect to 
Housatonic Water Works because an open discussion may have a detrimental 
effect on the litigation position of the Board. And, (6) to consider the purchase, 
exchange, lease or value of real estate, regarding Housatonic Water Works 
because an open discussion may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating 
position of the public body, and not to return to open session  

ii. Roll Call Vote  

b. Executive Session under MGL ch 30A, sec. 21 (a) for the following purpose: (7) To 
comply with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal grant-in-
aid requirements.  

i. Motion: Move that the Board meet in executive session pursuant to MGL Ch. 
30A sec. 21 to approve executive session minutes from the following meetings:  

1. August 22, 2022  

ii. Roll Call Vote  

12. CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION  
a. Executive Session under MGL ch 30A, sec. 21 (a) for the following purpose: (3) To discuss 

strategy with respect to collective bargaining or litigation if an open meeting may have 
detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of the public body and the Chair 
so declares. 

i. Motion: Move that the Board meet in executive session pursuant to MGL Ch. 30A 
sec. 21 (a) for the following purpose: (3) Initial contract negotiations 
 



13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
NEXT SELECTBOARD MEETING 
October 24, 2022 November 7, 2022 November 21, 2022 December 5, 2022
 December 19, 2022 
 

 
Mark Pruhenski, Town Manager 
Pursuant to MGL. 7c. 30A sec. 20 (f), after notifying the chair of the public body, any person may make a video or audio recording of an open 
session of a meeting of a public body, or may transmit the meeting through any medium.  At the beginning of the meeting, the chair shall inform 
other attendees of any such recordings.  Any member of the public wishing to speak at the meeting must receive permission of the chair.  The 
listings of agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the chair, which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be 
discussed and other items not listed may be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 



 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 

MASSACHUSETTS 
__________ 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 

Great Barrington, MA 01230 

Phone: 413-528-0680 

Cell: 413-717- 2010 

Rebecca Jurczyk 

rjurczyk@townofgb.org 

Michael Lanoue, Chair 
Peter Stanton, Vice Chair 

Ruby Chang, M.D. 

Ned Saviski  

nsaviski@townofgb.org  

September 2, 2022 

Dear members of the Selectboard,  

We are writing to you in order to express our deep concerns regarding the Housatonic Water 

Works and the water the Company is suppling to its customers.   

We have received many complaints and are aware members of the Selectboard and DEP officials 

are also copied on these complaints. The Board of Health considers the state of the water in 

Housatonic a public health issue of immediate concern. Especially after the elevated levels of 

Haloacetic Acid 5 (a known carcinogen) where certain immune compromised customers were 

advised to not consume the water.  

We acknowledge that this water quality issue is a difficult one in which there is no obvious or 

easy solution.  That being said, we ask to be formally updated as to what the Town of Great 

Barrington is considering as potential actions to be taken. We would like to express a common 

goal; both the Selectboard and the Board of Health want to alleviate the ongoing hardship faced 

by HWW customers. Therefore, we urge the members of the Select Board to seriously consider 

providing immediate relief to the residents of Great Barrington, particularly those most 

vulnerable, who are impacted by this growing public health concern.  

In order to stay informed as requested, we would like members of the Select Board to attend one 

of our upcoming public meetings.  Please consider the receipt of this letter as a formal invitation 

to do so. Conversely, we will gladly attend one of your meetings should we receive an official 

request.   

Sincerely, 

The Great Barrington Board of Health 
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TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

__________ 

Department of Public Works 
Highway Division 

20 East Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

     Telephone: (413) 528-2500 
Fax: (413) 528-2290 

John Malumphy 
Highway-Facilities Superintendent 

E-mail:jmalumphy@townofgb.org 
www.townofgb.org 

Conditions on Application for Access to Public Way 
Applicant Jeremy Stoepker 
Location: 121 Hollenbeck ave 
From: John Malumphy Highway Superintendent 
Date: September 28, 2022 

1. The applicant shall construct the proposed access to conform to the following applicable
criteria listed under Section 153-14, Design requirements of the Town of Great
Barrington Code:

B. Driveway location as shown on the attached plan is acceptable, with regards to
alignments with the way, profile, sight distance conditions and not located at the
extreme edge of the property.

C. No more than two (2) driveways shall normally be allowed for any property,
unless there is a clear necessity for more.

D. Driveways shall not normally be approved at intersections, because of potential
safety hazards.

E. Culverts taking the place of roadside ditches shall have a diameter of not less than
15” (A culvert is not required at this location)

F. Entrance elevation at the point of entry into the public right-of-way shall be no
more than the elevation of the shoulder of the road.

G. Driveways should be so constructed that water from the driveway shall not drain
onto the crown of the road.

H. In no instance shall the edge of the driveway entering onto the road conflict with
the flow of surface water runoff.

I. Driveway width.  Any curb at the entrance shall be rounded off with a radius of
three (3) feet.   
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J. Pitch of driveway shall be downward from the edge of the road to sideline of the 

town right-of-way or front property line. 
 
K. Driveways should be located to the best advantage with respect to the alignment 

with the way, profile and sight distance conditions.  In no instance shall a 
driveway intersect the way at less than a sixty degree angle.  Unless there is no 
alternative, a driveway should not be located within a required side yard. 

 
L. No permit shall be issued for any driveway to a structure or proposed structure on 

a grade in excess of ten percent (10%) above the road or street level until and 
unless the applicant submits plans to the Highway Superintendent showing that 
the driveway will be constructed in a such a way so as not to discharge water, 
stones or other materials onto any public street, road or highway. 

 
2. Install a paved driveway apron in accordance with the following requirements: 

 
A. Apron dimensions:  Width = 22-feet maximum along the roadway which includes 

  a 3-foot radius curb on each side.  Length = 5-feet minimum from edge of   
  roadway.  

 
B. Place 3-inches of bituminous concrete on 12-inches of compacted gravel.   
 
C. Place asphalt tack coat along the edge of the road where the apron meets the edge 

of the existing pavement.   
 
The applicant agrees to notify the Highway Superintendent (528-2500) at least 48 
hours prior to the installation of the paved apron. 

 
3. Should there be, after completion of the driveway, discharges of water, stones, or silt onto 

the public way or onto property of any abutters or neighbors, the property owner shall 
take whatever steps are necessary to eliminate such discharges.  

 
4. The applicant shall maintain the proposed access to conform to the following applicable 

condition listed under Section 153-17, Continuing responsibility of owners, of the 
Town of Great Barrington Code: 
 

5. Abutting property owners shall be responsible for keeping culverts under their driveways 
cleared and for maintaining driveways in condition conforming to the requirements of the 
permit. 
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Moving driveway to upper corner of property. 
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The Hill (https://thehill.com) 

Interior Department removes anti-Native slur from usage in federal place names 
BY ZACK BUDRYK - 09/08/22 12:40 PM ET

Interior Secretary Haaland speaks during a Senate Appropriations subcommittee hearing 
on the budget, Wednesday, July 13, 2022, on Capitol Hill in Washington. (AP 
Photo/Mariam Zuhaib) 

The Interior Department announced Thursday that it has completed the removal of a 
slur for Native American women from federal place names after announcing a review in 
November. 

In the announcement, the department said the federal Board on Geographic Names has 
voted on replacement names for more than 600 places that included the slur “squaw.” 
The department also issued a full map of places where names were replaced. 

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland, the first Native American to hold the position, 
announced the review late last year as well as a federal committee to assess the use of 
slurs and pejoratives in federal place names. 

“I feel a deep obligation to use my platform to ensure that our public lands and waters 
are accessible and welcoming. That starts with removing racist and derogatory names 
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that have graced federal locations for far too long,” Haaland said in a statement 
Thursday. 

“I am grateful to the members of the Derogatory Geographic Names Task Force and the 
Board on Geographic Names for their efforts to prioritize this important work. Together, 
we are showing why representation matters and charting a path for an inclusive 
America.” 

The department’s Derogatory Geographic Names Task Force reviewed more than 
1,000 recommendations for new names, considering issues like geographic features 
that cross tribal, federal and state jurisdictions and contradictory recommendations. In 
July, the department announced a further review of seven locations considered to be 
unincorporated populated places. 

The review followed similar moves to replace anti-Black and anti-Japanese slurs in 
place names, as well as earlier laws passed in Maine, Minnesota, Montana and Oregon 
prohibiting the use of “squaw” in place names. 

Haaland has announced a number of initiatives under the Interior umbrella aimed at 
strengthening federal-tribal relations and addressing Native issues. The department 
also announced a review last year of federal boarding schools, where hundreds of 
Native children were forcibly placed. 
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CAI Property Card   
Town of Great Barrington, MA

GENERAL PROPERTY INFORMATION BUILDING EXTERIOR

LOCATION: 110 CHRISTIAN HILL RD BUILDING STYLE: CONVENTONL
ACRES: 10.01 UNITS: 1

PARCEL ID: 032.0-0000-0052.0 YEAR BUILT: 1900

LAND USE CODE: 101 FRAME: WOOD

CONDO COMPLEX: EXTERIOR WALL COVER: STUCCO

OWNER: KOLBER MICHAEL S & GEORGIA ANN ROOF STYLE: GABLE

CO - OWNER: ROOF COVER: ASPHALT

MAILING ADDRESS: 152 E 94TH ST 4A BUILDING INTERIOR
                                    NEW YORK, NY 10128-2575 INTERIOR WALL: AVERAGE
ZONING: R2 FLOOR COVER: AVERAGE

PATRIOT ACCOUNT #: 3010 HEAT TYPE: FORCED H/W

SALE INFORMATION FUEL TYPE: GAS

SALE DATE: 10/22/2021 PERCENT A/C: 0

BOOK & PAGE: 2730-30 # OF ROOMS: 7

SALE PRICE: $749,000 # OF BEDROOMS: 4

SALE DESCRIPTION: MULTI PARCEL # OF FULL BATHS: 2

SELLER: MERRITT MARY ELIZABETH, # OF HALF BATHS: 0

PRINCIPAL BUILDING AREAS # OF ADDITIONAL FIXTURES: 0

GROSS BUILDING AREA: 3,744 # OF KITCHENS: 1

FINISHED BUILDING AREA: 2,084 # OF FIREPLACES: 1

BASEMENT AREA: 1,204 # OF METAL FIREPLACES: 1

# OF PRINCIPAL BUILDINGS: 1 # OF BASEMENT GARAGES: 0

ASSESSED VALUES
LAND: 132,000

YARD: 6,800

BUILDING: 209,800

TOTAL: $348,600

SKETCH PHOTO

Property Information - Great_Barrington, MA
9/1/2022

www.cai-tech.com
Data shown on this report is provided for planning and informational purposes only. The municipality and CAI Technologies 

are not responsible for any use for other purposes or misuse or misrepresentation of this report.
Page 1 of 1
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www.danabixby.com

Dana Bixby    Architecture
Tel: 413-232-7834  Fax: 413-232-7823  Email: dana@danabixby.com

24 Swamp Road  West Stockbridge, MA 01266 Z-1
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Dana Bixby    Architecture
Tel: 413-232-7834  Fax: 413-232-7823  Email: dana@danabixby.com

24 Swamp Road  West Stockbridge, MA 01266 Z-2
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Dana Bixby    Architecture
Tel: 413-232-7834  Fax: 413-232-7823  Email: dana@danabixby.com

24 Swamp Road  West Stockbridge, MA 01266 Z-3
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Excerpted pages. Full document, map, and 
appendices can be accessed online at https://
drive.google.com/drive/
folders/1UqS5AzJ2zm_sGwayQe0kEEhhvPdDrPZ7
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TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

__________ 

PLANNING BOARD 

Telephone: (413) 528-1619 
Fax: (413) 528-2290 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

August 12, 2022 

Dear Members of the Selectboard and Affordable Housing Trust: 

In keeping with the Town’s Master Plan and our recent Housing Needs Study, the Planning Board continues 
to review a variety of strategies to encourage more year-round housing units throughout Town.  

Typically our work focuses on planning and zoning strategies. However, financial initiatives can also be 
effective. While these may require a significant amount of direct funding, or deferred revenue, these 
programs have a variety of benefits, not the least of which would be creating new homes on a scattered-site 
basis in the short term rather than waiting a decade or two for another large 40-unit site delivered at 
extraordinary cost.  

Since these lie more within your jurisdiction, we respectfully urge you consider them as soon as possible. 
Some may take further study, some may require consultation with the Assessor’s office, and some require 
Town Meeting action.  

First, consider a program to make it easier to build accessory dwelling units. This may involve pre-
permitting certain designs, reducing permit and utility connection fees, and even working with a consultant 
to identify which properties have the characteristics – such as utilities, space, topography, density – where 
an ADU would be possible.  

Consider a tax incentive to landlords who rent housing units at an affordable level and on a long-term basis 
(as opposed to short term rentals). Also consider exempting or deferring the increased property value caused 
by adding a dwelling unit if the additional unit is rented at affordable levels or on other terms that provide 
a community benefit (similar to the state’s program for Gateway Cities called the “Housing Development 
Incentive Program”). We believe both of these programs would require authorization through special state 
legislation, prompted first by a Town Meeting home-rule petition. 

Since creating new housing from scratch can be expensive, consider ways to keep existing units affordable 
and in good repair. Strategies could include providing stipends or grants to landlords who pledge to keep 
rent below a designated level. The Town could also consider “buying out” units that are rented on a short- 
term basis, paying the Owner so they rent the unit on a long-term basis instead. Also, the Town could buy 
affordable housing restrictions in order to preserve existing housing, thereby providing funds to 
homeowners on an immediate basis, in return for a unit that remains affordable for the long term. Each of 
these would require funding, probably through the CPA and/or a direct appropriation to the Affordable 
Housing Trust.  
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Finally, some of these programs may require funding to hire staff, or qualified contractors, to implement 
and monitor.  
 
We offer these as strategies that complement the recent housing success we as a Town, with our 
development partners, have had. And, to the extent you are already looking into these, thank you. Please 
let the Planning Board and/or our representatives to the Housing Subcommittee know if we can assist you. 
Thank you very much. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Brandee Nelson, Chair 
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