
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
 
 OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 
Telephone: (413) 528-1619 x2900 

                  Fax: (413) 528-2290 
 
 

Mark Pruhenski 
Town Manager 
 
E-mail: mpruhenski@townofgb.org 
www.townofgb.org 

 
Selectboard Meeting via Zoom and in person at 334 Main Street Great Barrington MA 

Order of Agenda for Monday, June 12, 2023, at 6:00 PM 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84727797185?pwd=NDFRUjFITE12eDN3bE5LaTNBQ0RmZz09 

Webinar ID: 84727797185     Dial-in, audio-only: (929) 205 6099 

Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and 
Governor Healey’s March 29, 2023 Revised Order extending remote participation by all members in any meeting of a public body, this 
meeting of the Selectboard will be conducted both in-person and via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific 
information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to 
attend this meeting can be found on town’s website, at www.townofgb.org. For this meeting, members of the public and committee 
members may attend the meeting in person, or, for those who wish to do so remotely may by following the instructions at the top of this 
agenda. For those who are not in-person every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real 
time, via technological means. (Hybrid) 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER REGULAR MEETING 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. May 22, 2023 

3. SELECTBOARD’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/STATEMENTS 

4. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

a. COA Director Appointment 

b. Fire Chief Appointment 

c. Library Hours 

5. LICENSES AND PERMITS 

a. Joshua Kelleher of JJK Productions LLC of 118 Lee Street East Longmeadow MA for 3-
one day Entertainment Licenses for a concert series on July 8, July 22 and August 26 at 
Ski Butternut 380 State Road Great Barrington MA 01230 from 4:00 PM to 10:00 PM. 

b. Joanna and Richard Rothbard of the American Art Marketing for Weekday and Sunday 
Entertainment Licenses for the Berkshires Arts Festival July 1-3 at Ski Butternut. 

i. 1-Weekday Entertainment for Saturday July 1, 2023 from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

ii. 1-Sunday Entertainment for July 2 from 12:30 PM to 3:30 PM 

iii. 1-Weekday Entertainment for Monday July 3 from 12:30 PM to 3:30 PM 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. SB to approve borrowing/BAN 

b. Housatonic Water Works–Temporary relief for residents/customers 

c. Rest of River Committee Appointments 



d. Selectboard support of statewide ban on single-use plastic bags

7. CITIZEN SPEAK TIME

Citizen Speak Time is an opportunity for the Selectboard to listen to residents. Topics of 
particular concern or importance may be placed on a future agenda for discussion. This 
time is reserved for town residents only unless otherwise permitted by the chair, and 
speakers are limited to 3 minutes each. 

8. SELECTBOARD’S TIME

9. MEDIA TIME

10. ADJOURNMENT

NEXT SELECTBOARD MEETING 

June 13, 2023 Priority Planning Meeting 

June 26, 2023 Regular Meeting  

Mark Pruhenski, Town Manager 
Pursuant to MGL. 7c. 30A sec. 20 (f), after notifying the chair of the public body, any person may make a video or audio recording of an open 
session of a meeting of a public body, or may transmit the meeting through any medium.  At the beginning of the meeting, the chair shall inform 
other attendees of any such recordings.  Any member of the public wishing to speak at the meeting must receive permission of the chair.  The 
listings of agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the chair, which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be 
discussed and other items not listed may be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 







Josh Kelleher 
JJKProductions.com
413-330-9367
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DATE: June 12, 2023 

TITLE: $6,997,290 BAN 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

BACKGROUND: The Town currently has various capital projects underway, and purchased 
new equipment over the past fiscal year. In order to meet the financial obligations of these 
capital expenditures, money has been borrowed on a temporary basis and will be borrowed on a 
permanent basis (bond) in the future. The short-term note has been issued in the amount of 
$6,997,290 and covers various capital items from FY2011, FY2017, FY2018, FY2019, FY2020 
FY2021, FY2022 and FY2023. (See attached for full list of projects and equipment) 

FISCAL IMPACT: The interest rate on the Bond Anticipation Note (BAN) was determined by 
a competitive bid process on Thursday, June 1, 2023. Five bids were received with the low bid of 

3.8735% NIC rate being awarded to Jefferies LLC. 

RECOMMENDATION: To approve the note sale by voting on the attached document and 
signing the temporary note in advance of the June 16th issue date. 

PREPARED AND REVIEWED BY: �<--=·=·:::...Z,=«tu,.=· :....__ ____ _ 

Alicia Dulin, Treasurer/Collector 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

TITLE:  Housatonic Water Works – Financial Relief for Housatonic Residents and Businesses 

BACKGROUND: The Housatonic Water Works Co. (HWW) is a privately owned utility, regulated by the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities (DPU) and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP). HWW serves roughly 1,400 residential and commercial customers through 849 service 
connections in the Village of Housatonic and portions of Stockbridge and West Stockbridge. 

Thanks to the efforts of Representative Pignatelli and Senator Hinds, Great Barrington will receive a total 
of $250,000 in relief funding that Chapter 268 of the Acts of 2022 included. In December of 2022, we 
submitted an application to DEP requesting a transfer of that funding and expect it to become available very 
soon. 

While we await the arrival of this funding, the Selectboard should begin to strategize how it would like to 
proceed with providing relief to HWW customers. 

Staff considered a few options including providing 5-gallon water jugs to residents during the most 
challenging summer weeks/months when manganese levels tend to spike, purchasing and providing a water 
filling station for residents, and providing small grants to property owners for the installation of water 
filtration systems. 

RECOMMENDATION: After careful consideration of the above noted options, staff recommends the 
following approach be considered: 

Offer grants of up to $500 per property for the installation of water filtration systems. This funding would 
be provided to a Housatonic property owner or tenant (with the written permission from the property owner) 
as a reimbursement once the installation is completed by a licensed plumbing contractor and proof of 
installation and inspection (if applicable) has been submitted to the town (retroactive to January 1, 2018). 
This would allow us to provide funding to 500 property owners or tenants. The program would remain in 
place until the funds are exhausted. 

It’s unclear how many property owners are directly impacted and how many will install water filtration 
systems at this time. 

If after 6 months from program launch, funding remains available, the Selectboard should re-visit this 
discussion and consider providing additional funding to approved applicants.  

FISCAL IMPACT: None. Funding was provided by the State of Massachusetts. Costs to local taxpayers 
are limited to staff time spent managing the program.  

PREPARED AND APPROVED BY: DATE: 

_______________________________________________________ 5/30/2023 
Mark Pruhenski/Town Manager 
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TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
MASSACHUSETTS 

__________ 

BOARD OF HEALTH 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

Phone: 413-528-0680 
Cell: 413-717- 2010 

Rebecca Jurczyk 
rjurczyk@townofgb.org  

Michael Lanoue, Chair 
Peter Stanton, Vice Chair 
Ruby Chang, M.D. 

June 12, 2023 

Water Filtration Systems Guidance 

How to remove Manganese from Drinking Water:  
According to the Water Quality Association, the methods that have been effective at reducing 
manganese in water are; reverse osmosis, and iron and manganese filtration systems.  
• The point-of-use reverse osmosis treats the water at an individual tap. This is where the

cooking and other domestic activities water are drawn. This filter uses a membrane to get rid
of the unwanted molecules from the water. This enables the passage of the purified water on
the other side. This method is easy to install, however, the drawback is that it can use a lot of
water.

• In the manganese greensand filter, the filter media is made of potassium permanganate. It
forms a coating that oxidizes the dissolved manganese and removes them from the water.
The powerful combination of filtration and oxidation can effectively treat water with
dissolved and oxidized manganese. When maintained properly, the manganese greensand
filters can work best for moderate levels of both oxidized and dissolved manganese

How to remove HAA5 from Drinking Water:  
Haloacetic Acids are formed when disinfectants are added to drinking water. The group of five 
Haloacetic Acids that are regulated by Federal and State standards includes Monochloroacetic 
acid, Dichloroacetic Acid, Trichloroacetic Acid, Monobromoacetic Acid, and Dibromoacetic 
Acid. 
• Filtering technologies that are effective at reducing HAA5 are Activated Carbon and Reverse

Osmosis.

Certification:  
It is important to check that the system you’re considering has been certified or independently 
tested to remove the specific contaminates you wish to remove. Look for certification from 
agencies such as the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials (IAPMO), 
the National Sanitation Foundation (NSF), or the Water Quality Association (WQA).  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Housatonic Rest of River Municipal Committee was created by the member 
municipalities in 2013 to advocate common Housatonic River cleanup goals for the Rest 
of River to the EPA. The Committee currently consists of five municipalities: Great 
Barrington, Lee, Lenox, Sheffield and Stockbridge. This Committee was the first time all 
the Massachusetts municipalities on the Housatonic River directly impacted by the cleanup 
spoke with one voice. This single voice focus gave the Committee attention, access and a 
presence previously only afforded to Pittsfield. Before the 2016 Revised Permit was issued, 
the Committee sought to influence what would be in the EPA’s Permit governing the Rest 
of River cleanup. 
 
The Committee is governed by an Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA) signed by each 
municipality. Committee members are appointed by their respective executive authorities. 
The Berkshire Regional Planning Commission has provided technical, fiduciary, 
facilitation and coordination assistance. The IGA authorized the Committee to represent 
the collective interests of the municipalities during development of the 2016 Permit and 
any potential subsequent actions.  
 
The Committee’s actions continue to be focused on representing the towns’ interests in the 
Permit and the Settlement Agreement, and reviewing and providing comments to technical 
documents required of GE by the EPA. 
 
Each municipality can appoint two representatives to the Committee. In Great Barrington 
the representatives are the Town Manager and the Assistant Town Manager. Both 
appointees are willing to continue if that is the pleasure of the Board.  
 
More information on the Rest of River generally: 
https://berkshireplanning.org/initiatives/housatonic-rest-of-river-municipal-committee/ 
https://www.epa.gov/ge-housatonic/rest-river-ge-pittsfieldhousatonic-river-site 
 
Prepared by: 
Chris Rembold, Assistant Town Manager; Director of Planning & Community 
Development  
 
6/9/2023 
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Western Massachusetts is NOT Disposable

To: Joint Committee for Environment & Natural Resources
From: Western Massachusetts cities and towns
Re: Statewide single-use retail plastic bag ban
Date: June 14, 2023

At the invitation of the Conservation Law Foundation, the undersigned Western Massachusetts 
cities and towns submit this testimony to the Joint Committee for Environment & Natural 
Resources urging you to pass a single-use retail plastic bag ban into law this year.

Massachusetts residents use an estimated 2 billion bags every year. We know that single-use 
plastic bags clog our recycling systems and end up as litter, where they pose a hazard to the
public health and environment. Once they enter the environment, plastic bags break down into 
microplastics, which have been detected in our water, food, and even our bodies. Meanwhile, 
animals become tangled in plastic bags or may ingest them having mistaken bags for food. For 
these compelling reasons, the undersigned cities and towns have already passed local 
ordinances restricting the distribution of single-use retail plastic bags.

With safe and sustainable alternatives available, there is no reason to delay passing a statewide 
ban now. The bills introduced this year define “reusable bag.” Good reusable bags are not made 
from plastic film; they have stitched handles (that is, not heat-fused); and they are made of 
washable materials designed and manufactured specifically for multiple uses. A good plastic bag 
ban also imposes a fee for paper bags, incentivizing customers to bring their own.

More than 150 cities and towns across the Commonwealth have joined us in Western 
Massachusetts to restrict single-use plastic bags at checkout. But it just doesn’t make sense to 
have a patchwork quilt of rules across the state. In fact, many retail establishments, like Big Y 
(effective August 2019) and Stop & Shop (effective July 2023) aren’t waiting for a statewide ban 
and have eliminated single-use plastic bags at checkout on their own. Other states throughout 
New England (Maine, Vermont, Rhode Island, and Connecticut) have also passed legislation 
banning single-use retail plastic bags. We are writing now to urge you to make this year the year 
that Massachusetts takes decisive action at the state level to protect our environment and public 
health by passing a single-use retail plastic bag ban into law.

Thank you for your kind consideration of our testimony.

Sincerely,
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Ban Plastic Bags and Single-Use Plastic

Tell your legislators that you support a statewide plastic bag ban.

CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS

Conservation
Law Foundation

What’s wrong with plastic bags?
• Massachusetts residents use an

estimated 2 billion bags every year.
• Once plastic bags enter our environment,

they are mistaken for food by marine
animals, and they break down into
microplastics that end up in our food,
water, and bodies.

• Once plastic bags enter our recycling
stream, they can clog and disrupt the
sorting machines.

What’s the solution? Reusable bags!
• Reusable bags are not made from

plastic film.

• They have stitched handles (not heat-fused).

• They are made of washable cloth, hemp or
other woven or non-woven fibers, fabrics,
or materials that are at least 80 grams per
square meter, designed and manufactured
specifically for multiple uses.

Cities and towns are leading the way.
• As of May 2023, 156 cities and towns in

Massachusetts have passed ordinances
regulating single-use plastic shopping bags.

• That represents over 4 million people or
2/3 of the state’s population!

It’s time for a statewide ban on  
single-use plastic.
• Three proposed bills would ban plastic bags

and single-use plastic items – cleaning up our
communities and environment.

• An Act Relative to Plastic Bag Reduction
(H784/S477) would ban single-use bags at
retail checkout statewide.

• An Act to Reduce Plastics (S570/H882)
and An Act to Reduce Single-Use Plastic from
the Environment (S525/H767) would also ban
plastic bags in addition to many other difficult
to recycle single-use plastic items. Consumers
would be charged a 10-cent fee for paper bags
to encourage them to bring reusable bags.

www.clf.org
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