
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
 
 OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 
Telephone: (413) 528-1619 x2900 

                  Fax: (413) 528-2290 
 
 

Mark Pruhenski 
Town Manager 
 
E-mail: mpruhenski@townofgb.org 
www.townofgb.org 

 
Selectboard Meeting via Zoom and in person at 334 Main Street Great Barrington MA 

Order of Agenda for Monday, August 7, 2023, at 6:00 PM 
 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84727797185?pwd=NDFRUjFITE12eDN3bE5LaTNBQ0RmZz09 

Webinar ID: 84727797185     Dial-in, audio-only: (929) 205 6099 
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and 
Governor Healey’s March 29, 2023 Revised Order extending remote participation by all members in any meeting of a public body, this 
meeting of the Selectboard will be conducted both in-person and via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific 
information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to 
attend this meeting can be found on town’s website, at www.townofgb.org. For this meeting, members of the public and committee 
members may attend the meeting in person, or, for those who wish to do so remotely may by following the instructions at the top of this 
agenda. For those who are not in-person every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real 
time, via technological means. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER SELECTBOARD REGUALR MEETING 

2. SELECTBOARD’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/STATEMENTS 

3. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

a. Housatonic Water Works 

b. Preliminary Tax Bills 

c. Mass Save energy efficiency and weatherization initiative for Great Barrington residents 

d. Short-Term Rental Registration Update 

4. LICENSES AND PERMITS 

a. Carla Blades of Blades, Blades, and Blades LLC d/b/a/ Carly’s Angels, request for a new 
Common Victualler License for 200 Main Street Great Barrington MA.  

b. Kate Ritter Roblin of the Great Barrington Land Conservancy, request for a temporary 
Sunday entertainment license on Sunday August 27, 2023 from 1:00 PM to 11:59 

c. Devon Wagner of Railroad Street Youth Project, request for a temporary weekday 
entertainment license on Friday August 18th from 7:00 PM to 10:00 PM for an event at the 
Skate Park. 

5. PREVIOUS BUSINESS 

a. Continued from July 10: Real Estate Transfer Fee–Proposal From Selectboard and 
Planning Board Housing Sub-Committee. 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal: Discussion/vote to exercise/assign/waive the Town’s 
right of first refusal to purchase 1.6 acres of land off Seekonk Road, Parcel 75 of Assessors 
Map 33.  

http://www.townofgb.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84727797185?pwd=NDFRUjFITE12eDN3bE5LaTNBQ0RmZz09
http://www.townofgb.org/


b. Great Barrington Housing Authority (GBHA)- Request for Local Tenant Organization 
(LTO) Appointment to GBHA Board.  

c. Vote to appoint Poll Workers 

d. Selectboard to vote on Board of Registrars reappointment 

 
7. CITIZEN SPEAK TIME 

Citizen Speak Time is an opportunity for the Selectboard to listen to residents. Topics of 
particular concern or importance may be placed on a future agenda for discussion. This 
time is reserved for town residents only unless otherwise permitted by the chair, and 
speakers are limited to 3 minutes each. 

8. SELECTBOARD’S TIME 
9. MEDIA TIME 

10. CONVENE INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION (and will not return to open session) 

a. Executive Session under MGL Ch 30A, sec. 21(a) for the following purpose:  (6) To 
consider the purchase, exchange, lease or value of real estate, if the chair declares that an 
open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating position of the public body. 

i. Motion: Move that the Board meet in executive session pursuant to MGL Ch. 30A 
sec. 21(a) for the following purpose:  (6) to consider the purchase, exchange, lease 
or value of real estate, regarding Housatonic Water Works, because an open 
discussion may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating position of the public 
body and not to return to pubic session. 

ii. Roll Call Vote 

b. Executive Session under MGL ch 30A, sec. 21 (a) for the following purpose: (7) To 
comply with, or act under the authority of, any general or special law or federal grant-in-
aid requirements.  

i. Motion: Move that the Board meet in executive session pursuant to MGL Ch. 30A 
sec. 21 to approve executive session minutes from a previous meeting:  

1. April 10, 2023 

ii. Roll Call Vote 

11. ADJOURNMENT 
NEXT SELECTBOARD MEETING 

August 21, 2023 September 11, 2023 September 18, 2023  October 2, 2023 
 October 23, 2023 November 6, 2023 November 20, 2023 December 4, 2023
 December 18, 2023 

 
Mark Pruhenski, Town Manager 
Pursuant to MGL. 7c. 30A sec. 20 (f), after notifying the chair of the public body, any person may make a video or audio recording of an open 
session of a meeting of a public body, or may transmit the meeting through any medium.  At the beginning of the meeting, the chair shall inform 
other attendees of any such recordings.  Any member of the public wishing to speak at the meeting must receive permission of the chair.  The 
listings of agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the chair, which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be 
discussed and other items not listed may be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 
 



Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 2
Item 3. c. Mass Save Energy efficiency



Selectboard Meeting of August 10 
Item 4. a. Carla Blades, Common Victualler for 200 Main Street



TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
Temporary Sunday Entertainment License Application 

(Local Approval ONLY-State Approval Required Separately) 

_x_ Hours between 1:00 pm-11:59 pm 
($2.00 per Sunday) 

__ Hours between 9:00 am- 11:59 pm 
($5.00 per Sunday) 

The undersigned hereby applies for a license in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Ch.136 Sec.4. 

Name: Kate Ritter Roblin, Board Member 

Business/Organization: Great Barrington Land Conservancy (GBLC) 

D/B/A(ifapplicable): _______________________ _ 

Address: N/A (see mailing address below) 

Mailing Address: PO Box 918, Great Barrington, MA 01230 

Phone Number: (413) 281-4650 

Email: kate.r.roblin@gmail.com 

TYPE: (Check all that apply) @ Concert D Dance D Exhibition D Cabaret D DJ 

~ Live band with up to __l___ pieces, including singers [8J Public Show 

~ Other (please explain) _S_e_e_a_tt_a_c_h_e_d_le_tt_e_r_. ___________ _ 

INCLUDES: CR] Live music D Recorded music D Dancing by entertainers/ performers 

D Dancing by patrons @ Amplification system D Theatrical exhibition 

D Floorshow D Play D Moving picture show D Light show D Jukebox 

0 Other (please explain) _S_e_e_a_tt_a_c_h_ed_le_tt_e_r_. ___________ _ 

As part of the entertainment, will any person be permitted to appear on the premises in any manner or 
attire as to expose to public view any portion of the pubic area, anus, or genitals, or any simulation 
thereof, or whether any person will be permitted to appear on the premises in any manner or attire as 
to expose to public view a portion of the breast below the top of the areola, or any simulation thereof? 
(M.G.L. Chp.140 Sec.183A) 

YES x NO 

Selectboard Meeting Packet of August 10 
Item 4. b. Kate Ritter Roblin of the Great Barrington Land Conservancy



Please cfrcle: INDOOR or8Entertainment 

Exact Location of Entertainment (include sketch): Beach and picnic area at Lake Mansfield. 

Band will set up closer to picnic area to afford people full use of beach for typical activities. 

Date(s) of Entertainment: Sunday, _A_u_,g,,_u_s_t_2_7-'-, 2_0_2_3 ______________ _ 

Start & End Times of Entertainment: 3 PM - 6 PM - --- ---- ----- --------

Does your event involve any of the following? (Check all that apply) 

0 Food O Temporary Bathrooms 0 Tents O Stages O Temporary Signs 

0 Electrical Permits O Building Permits O Police Traffic Details O Street Closures 

Please see attached letter for details regarding tents and food. 

ALL entertainment licenses will be reviewed by the Design Review Team (DRT), which is 
comprised of several Town departments, for comments/concerns on this application. 

Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 62C, Sec. 49A, I certify under the penalties of perjury that I, to my best 
knowledge and belief, have filed all state tax returns and paid all state taxes required under law. 

ignature of Individual or 
Corporate Officer 

01 /t.J/1.b1..?;, 
Date 

TOWN USE ONLY: 

043-091-536 (Exemption #) 

SS# or FID# 

DRT Review with Conditions: z:>/<r= k /Ze> / S' 5v.e-....S 

w,,f-A__ ~s eff~ r@:) ¢'tl?J 

APPROVAL DATE: _______ _ LICENSE# _____ _ 

Form Revised 5/12/15 

Selectboard Meeting Packet of August 10 
Item 4. b. Kate Ritter Roblin of the Great Barrington Land Conservancy



Board of Directors 

Dale Abrams, 
President 

Douglas Brown 

Vice President 

Jane Angelini, 
Treasurer 

Thomas Ferris 

Secretary 

Devan Arnold 

Kate Ritter Roblin 

Brad Roblin 

Sharon Siter 

Christine Ward 

Advisors 

Will Conklin 

Elia Del Molino 

Dennis Downing 

Peter Jensen 

Janice Kabel 

Ira Kaplan, Esq. 

Bridghe McCracken 

Carol Noble 

P.O. Box 987 
Great Barrington, MA 
01230 
www.GBLand.org 
info@GBLand.org 

July 21, 2023 

Dear Selectboard, 

Great Barrington Land Conservancy (GBLC) seeks your permission to provide a 
family-friendly fundraiser and friend-raiser event at Lake Mansfield on Sunday, 
August 27, 3pm - 6pm. All are welcome to enjoy this late summer celebration . 

GBLC (www.gbland.org) is a small-town land conservancy with a big mission: 
To preserve natural places, agricultural land, and wildlife habitats within Great 
Barrington and to enhance recreational opportunities for residents and visitors 
through the creation of trails, walking paths, and special programs. Our 
projects include Lake Mansfield Alliance, River Walk, the Riverfront Trail, and 
the Pfeiffer Arboretum. For over 30 years, our all-volunteer organization has 
raised the funds and organized the volunteers needed to help keep these 
vibrant community spaces in great shape for all to enjoy. 

The August 27 event, "Bluegrass at the Lake : Special Summer GBLC 
Fundraiser," will be open to all with a suggested (not required) donation of 
$10 per person ($25 per family), featuring a live bluegrass trio and free ice 
cream in the grassy area between the road and the playground . Pop-up tents 
measuring 10'x10' will shelter the ice cream station, wh ich will be donated by 
SoCo Creamery and transported packaged and frozen. Sound equipment will 
be limited to a small generator-powered system for the purpose of balancing 
instruments and vocals in the natural setting in order to carry acoustics 
without producing overpowering volume. The event wi ll also give the Lake 
Mansfield Improvement Task Force the opportunity to provide public 
education about the upcoming implementation of the Lake Mansfield 
Improvement Plan. 

Volunteers will be on duty to direct parking in the adjacent Lake Mansfield 
parking lot with overflow available via shuttle at Simon's Rock College. 
Publicity will encourage alternative modes of transportation, including 

walking, biking, boating, and paddle boarding to the event. Volunteers will also 
ensure that following the event, all trash is properly disposed of. 

Thank you for considering our application to host this special gathering, and 
please let us know if you require any further information. 

Sincerely 

~L--
Dale Abrams, President Kate Ritter Roblin, Event Coordinator 

P.O. Box 987, Great Barrington, MA 01230 www.gbland.org 

Selectboard Meeting Packet of August 10 
Item 4. b. Kate Ritter Roblin of the Great Barrington Land Conservancy
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Selectboard Meeting Packet of August 10 
Item 4. b. Kate Ritter Roblin of the Great Barrington Land Conservancy



TOWN OF GREAT BARRJNGTON 
Temporary Weekday Entertainment License Application 

$25.00 per day 

The undersigned hereby applies for a license in accordance with the provisions of MA General Laws. 
Ch. 140 Sec. I 83A amended, Ch.351 , Scc .85 of Aces of I 981 and Ch.140 Scc.181. 

Name: Devon Wagner 
Business/Organization: Railroad Street Youth Project 
DIBIA (if applicable): ______________________ _ 

Address: 60 Bridge Street 

MailingAddress:6O Bridge Street I P.O. Box 698 
Phone Number: 413-717-0705 

Email: devon@rsyp.org 

TYPE: (Check all that apply) 0 Concert O Dance O Exhibition D Cabaret D DJ 

0 Live band with up to_ pieces, including singers O Public Show 

,-;;;-,• 
1 

. ) Music played through a Sound systems 
~ Other (please exp am __________________ _ 

INCLUDES: 0 Live music ~ Recorded music D Dancing by entertainers/ performers 

0 Dancing by patrons D Amplification system O Theatrical exhibition 

0 Floorshow D Play D Moving picture show D Light show O Jukebox 

0 Other (please explain) _________________ _ 

As part of the entertainment, will any person be permitted to appear on the premises in any manner or 
attire as to expose to public view any portion of the pubic area, anus, or genitals, or any simulation 
thereof, or whether any person will be permitted to appear on the premises in any manner or attire as 
to expose to public view a portion of the breast below the top of the areola, or any simulation thereof? 
(M.G.L.Chp.140 Sec.183A) 

YES I NO 

Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 4. c. Devon Wagner of Railroad Street Youth Project



Plc11sc cil\:lc: INDOOR or O UTDOOR En1cr1:iinmc nt 
The event would be held In lhe skatapark. 

Exact Loc111ion of En1cr1ainmcn1 (Include sketch): __________ ______ _ 

There would be a boolh ror food on one end of 1he skalepark. and s comentery table on the other end. 

Date(s)ofEnlertainmcnt•: Friday, August 18th 2023 
• Does nol Include SUNDAY 

Start & End Times of Entertainment: 7 p • m · - 1 Q p • m · 

Does your event lm·oh·e anr of the following? (Check all that apply) 

r.) Food D Temporary Bathrooms O Tents O Stages ~ Temporary Signs 

0 Electrical Permits O Building Permits O Police Traffic Details O Street Closures 

ALL entertainment licenses will be reviewed by the Design Review Team (DRT), which is 
comprised of several Town departments, for comments/concerns on this application. 

Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 62C, Sec. 49A, I certify under the penalties ofperjW)' that I, to my best 
knowledge and belief, have filed all state tax returns and paid all state taxes required under law. 

Pu,,,-- 1..."',.1-- / 
Signature of Individuafof 
Corporate Officer 

APPROVAL DATE: 

7/21/2023 
Date 

----------

Fonn Revised 7/21/2023 

LICENSE# _____ _ 

Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 4. c. Devon Wagner of Railroad Street Youth Project
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Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 4. c. Devon Wagner of Railroad Street Youth Project



PREPARED AND APPROVED BY: DATE: 

_______________________________________________________ 5/30/2023 
Mark Pruhenski/Town Manager 

Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10
Item 5. a.  Continued Housatonic Water Works Temporary Relief for Residents/Customers

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

TITLE:  Housatonic Water Works – Financial Relief for Housatonic Residents and Businesses 

BACKGROUND: The Housatonic Water Works Co. (HWW) is a privately owned utility, regulated by the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities (DPU) and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP). HWW serves roughly 1,400 residential and commercial customers through 849 service 
connections in the Village of Housatonic and portions of Stockbridge and West Stockbridge. 

Thanks to the efforts of Representative Pignatelli and Senator Hinds, Great Barrington will receive a total 
of $250,000 in relief funding that Chapter 268 of the Acts of 2022 included. In December of 2022, we 
submitted an application to DEP requesting a transfer of that funding and expect it to become available very 
soon. 

While we await the arrival of this funding, the Selectboard should begin to strategize how it would like to 
proceed with providing relief to HWW customers. 

Staff considered a few options including providing 5-gallon water jugs to residents during the most 
challenging summer weeks/months when manganese levels tend to spike, purchasing and providing a water 
filling station for residents, and providing small grants to property owners for the installation of water 
filtration systems. 

RECOMMENDATION: After careful consideration of the above noted options, staff recommends the 
following approach be considered: 

Offer grants of up to $500 per property for the installation of water filtration systems. This funding would 
be provided to a Housatonic property owner or tenant (with written permission from the property owner) 
as a reimbursement once the installation is completed by a licensed plumbing contractor and proof of 
installation and inspection (if applicable) has been submitted to the town (retroactive to January 1, 2018). 
This would allow us to provide funding to 500 property owners or tenants. The program would remain in 
place until the funds are exhausted. 

It’s unclear how many property owners are directly impacted and how many will install water filtration 
systems at this time. 

If after 6 months from program launch, funding remains available, the Selectboard should re-visit this 
discussion and consider providing additional funding to approved applicants.  

FISCAL IMPACT: None. Funding was provided by the State of Massachusetts. Costs to local taxpayers 
are limited to staff time spent managing the program.  



Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal
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Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal



Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal
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Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal
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Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal
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Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal
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Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal



Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal
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Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal
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Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal



Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal



Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal



Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal



Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal



Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10 
Item 6. a. Chapter 61A Right of First Refusal







EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
BACKGROUND: Every year the Selectboard Office contacts all Board and Committee 
members with Board and Committee terms ending that year and ask if they would like to 
be considered for reappointment.  During the process we overlooked Marie Ryan’s 
reappointment.  Marie would like to be considered for reappointment.   
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Not applicable; members serve without compensation. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: The Selectboard reappointed Marie Ryan to the Board of 
Registrars with a term to expire on June 30, 2026. 
 
PREPARED AND REVIEWED BY:  

 
Amy Pulver, Office Administrator 
 
DATE: 8/4/2023 
 

Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10, 2023 
Item 6. d. Selectboard to vote on Board of Registrars reappointment.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
 
 OFFICE OF THE TOWN CLERK 
 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 
Telephone: (413) 528-1619 x2100 

                  Fax: (413) 528-1026 
 
 

Jennifer L. Messina 
Town Clerk 
 
E-mail: jmessina@townofgb.org 
www.townofgb.org 

TO:  Selectboard 
 
FROM:  Jennifer L. Messina, Town Clerk 
 
DATE:  August 7, 2023 
 
RE:       Election Officers 
 
According to M.G.L. Chapter 54, Section 12, the Selectmen shall annually, appoint the election officers 
for each voting place within the town.  I respectfully request that the following people be appointed for 
FY’24: 
 
Judith Arienti 
Maureen Avery 
Barbara Bailly 
Irene Bara 
Dallas Bash 
Isiah Bennett 
Marilyn Bisiewicz 
Elizabeth Budz 
Terrance Chamberland 
Jennifer Connell 
Christine Coons 
Linda Coons 
Richard Coons 
Elizabeth Cunningham 
Maggie D’Aniello 
Patricia Dymek 
Frederick Dymek 
William Fields 
Denise Flynn 
Paul Gibbons 
Michele Gilligan 
Joseph A. Grochmal 
Margaret Hassett 
Jeanne Holcomb 
Patricia Hoskeer 
Carolyn Ivory 

Laura Keefner 
Cathleen Kinne 
Kathleen Kotleski 
Ethel Kramer 
Helen Kuziemko 
Matthew Kuziemko 
Lois Larkin 
Linda Lavoie 
Fran Locke 
Barbara Louison 
Donna MacDowell 
Rosemary McAlister 
Linda McMeekin 
Carol Mead 
Madonna Meagher 
Theresa Moore 
Bruce Morelli Sr. 
Andrew C. Moro 
Ellen Murtaugh 
Lynn Nettleton 
Carol Noble * 
John (Jack) Passetto 
Virginia Passetto 
Kathleen Plungis 
Frances Premerlani 
Larry Premerlani 

Jennie Reins 
Patricia Salvi 
Linda Santos 
Sheila Shepardson 
Michele Shimmon 
Terry Smith 
Margaret Soule 
Carol Strommer 
Steve Strommer 
Christine Tarnawa 
Kerry Toohig 
John Tossavainen 
Margaret M. Tringali * 
Marcia Trombley 
Nick VanSant 
Patricia White * 
Marina Wilber * 
Elizabeth Young 
Mary Nora Zanin 
  * New Appointments 

Selectboard Meeting Packet for August 10, 2023 
Item 6. c. Vote to appoint pole workers

http://www.townofgb.org/



