
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
 
 OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 
Telephone: (413) 528-1619 x2900 

                  Fax: (413) 528-2290 
 
 

Mark Pruhenski 
Town Manager 
 
E-mail: mpruhenski@townofgb.org 
www.townofgb.org 

Revised Agenda: 
Item 6. b. Mason Library Courtyard Project and  

Item 6. c. Town Hall Campus Presentation have been postponed until a later date 
 

Selectboard Meeting via Zoom and in person at 334 Main Street Great Barrington MA 
Order of Agenda for Monday, July 10, 2023, at 6:00 PM 

 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84727797185?pwd=NDFRUjFITE12eDN3bE5LaTNBQ0RmZz09 

Webinar ID: 84727797185     Dial-in, audio-only: (929) 205 6099 
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and 
Governor Healey’s March 29, 2023 Revised Order extending remote participation by all members in any meeting of a public body, this 
meeting of the Selectboard will be conducted both in-person and via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific 
information and the general guidelines for remote participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to 
attend this meeting can be found on town’s website, at www.townofgb.org. For this meeting, members of the public and committee 
members may attend the meeting in person, or, for those who wish to do so remotely may by following the instructions at the top of this 
agenda. For those who are not in-person every effort will be made to ensure that the public can adequately access the proceedings in real 
time, via technological means. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER SELECTBOARD REGUALR MEETING 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
a. June 12, 2023 
b. June 13, 2023 
c. June 26, 2023 

3. SELECTBOARD’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/STATEMENTS 

4. LICENSES AND PERMITS (Discussion Vote) (The Board may pass over any item if no 
applicant is present) 

a. Josh Aviner/Stars Above Circus LLC and Sean Stanton/North Plain Farm LLC for 3-
Temporary Entertainment licenses for Friday August 4 from 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM; 
Saturday August 5 from 5:30 to 8:30 PM; and Sunday August 6, from 4:00 PM to 5:30 
PM at 342 North Plain Road Housatonic MA 01236. 

5. PREVIOUS BUSINESS 

a. Continued from 6/22/2023: Housatonic Water Works–Temporary relief for 
residents/customers 

6. NEW BUSINESS 

a. Chapter 61 Right of First Refusal–Discussion/vote to exercise/assign/waive the Town’s 
right of first refusal to purchase 22.59 acres of land at 206 Blue Hill Road, Parcel 3 of 
Assessors Map 41. 

  

http://www.townofgb.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84727797185?pwd=NDFRUjFITE12eDN3bE5LaTNBQ0RmZz09
http://www.townofgb.org/


b. Mason Library–Courtyard/Statue project  Postponed to a later date 

c. Presentation of conceptual designs for Town Hall campus site renovations 
(park/bandstand, restrooms, parking, driveways, lighting, and landscaping) Postponed to 
a later date 

d. Real Estate Transfer Fee–Proposal From Selectboard and Planning Board Housing Sub-
Committee  

7. CITIZEN SPEAK TIME 

Citizen Speak Time is an opportunity for the Selectboard to listen to residents. Topics of 
particular concern or importance may be placed on a future agenda for discussion. This 
time is reserved for town residents only unless otherwise permitted by the chair, and 
speakers are limited to 3 minutes each. 

8. SELECTBOARD’S TIME 

9. MEDIA TIME 

10. ADJOURNMENT 

NEXT SELECTBOARD MEETING 

 July 24, 2023 August 7, 2023       August 21, 2023 September 11, 2023 September 18, 2023 

 
Mark Pruhenski, Town Manager 
Pursuant to MGL. 7c. 30A sec. 20 (f), after notifying the chair of the public body, any person may make a video or audio recording of an open 
session of a meeting of a public body, or may transmit the meeting through any medium.  At the beginning of the meeting, the chair shall inform 
other attendees of any such recordings.  Any member of the public wishing to speak at the meeting must receive permission of the chair.  The 
listings of agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the chair, which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be 
discussed and other items not listed may be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law 
 
 



TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
Temporary Weekday Entertainment License Application 

Fee = $25.00/Day 

The undersigned hereby applies for a license in accordance with the provisions of MA General Laws, 
Ch.140 Sec.183A amended, Ch.351, Sec.85 of Acts of 1981 and Ch.140 Sec.181. 

Name:    

Business/Organization:      

D/B/A (if applicable):  

Address:       

Mailing Address:  

Phone Number:    

Email: ________________________________________ 

TYPE:  (Check all that apply)   Concert    Dance    Exhibition    Cabaret     DJ 

   Live band with up to ___ pieces, including singers    Public Show 

INCLUDES:   Live music    Recorded music    Dancing by entertainers/ performers 

   Dancing by patrons    Amplification system    Theatrical exhibition   

 Floorshow    Play       Moving picture show      Light show     Jukebox 

As part of the entertainment, will any person be permitted to appear on the premises in any manner or 
attire as to expose to public view any portion of the pubic area, anus, or genitals, or any simulation 
thereof, or whether any person will be permitted to appear on the premises in any manner or attire as 
to expose to public view a portion of the breast below the top of the areola, or any simulation thereof?  
(M.G.L. Chp.140 Sec.183A) 

____ YES ____ NO 

Josh Aviner

Stars Above Circus LLC

203 919 1676

josh@hideawaycircus.com

N/A

1

509 Pacific Street, PH2D, Brooklyn NY 11217

"    "

Selectboard Meeting Packet for July 12, 2023 
Item 4. a. Stars above Circus LLC Event at North Plain Farm



Form Revised 5/12/15 

Exact Location of Entertainment (include sketch):       

Days of Entertainment*:       
*Does not include SUNDAY

Start & End Times of Entertainment:     

Does your event involve any of the following?  (Check all that apply) 

  Food       Temporary Bathrooms      Tents       Stages       Temporary Signs 

  Electrical Permits       Building Permits        Police Traffic Details       Street Closures 

ALL entertainment licenses will be reviewed by the Design Review Team (DRT), which is 
comprised of several Town departments, for comments/concerns on this application. 

In the event of a change in type of entertainment or hours/days different than indicated above, 
a new application will be required and a new license will be issued. 

Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 62C, Sec. 49A, I certify under the penalties of perjury that I, to my best 
knowledge and belief, have filed all state tax returns and paid all state taxes required under law. 

  
Signature of Individual or Date  SS# or FID# 
Corporate Officer 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TOWN USE ONLY: 

DRT Review with Conditions: 

 342 N Plain Rd, Housatonic, MA 01236

Friday August 4th and Saturday August 5th 2023

7PM - 8:30PM on Friday, 
4PM - 5:30PM and 7PM - 8:30PM on Saturday

5/15/2023 81-1034797

Please ensure grass is mowed in the parking area to reduce risk of wildfire (hot vehicle exhaust 
can ignite tall grasses).

Tent permit required for temporary tents 800 sq ft or larger, and if more than 50 people in that 
then, Egress engineering by a Mass Licensed engineer is required.

The usual dog advice: leave the dog(s) at home. If you must bring the dog, use a collar or harness 
with license and rabies tags attached. Dogs must be on a leash no longer than six feet at all times 
in public. Don’t leave dog(s) in the car.

We understand organizers are in touch with health department for any food permits that might be 
required. 

Is there a plan for restrooms on site? Please indicate on the map their location(s).

Selectboard Meeting Packet for July 12, 2023 
Item 4. a. Stars above Circus LLC Event at North Plain Farm

apulver
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TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 

Temporary Sunday Entertainment License Application 
(Local Approval ONLY-State Approval Required Separately) 

 
        Hours between 1:00 pm-11:59 pm              Hours between 9:00 am- 11:59 pm 
        ($2.00 per Sunday)                      ($5.00 per Sunday) 
 
The undersigned hereby applies for a license in accordance with the provisions of Massachusetts 
General Laws, Ch.136 Sec.4. 
  
Name:              
 
Business/Organization:             
 
D/B/A (if applicable):           
 
Address:            
 
Mailing Address:           
 
Phone Number:       
 
Email: ________________________________________  
 
 
TYPE:   (Check all that apply)   Concert    Dance    Exhibition    Cabaret     DJ  
   

              Live band with up to ___ pieces, including singers      Public Show 
 
                           Other (please explain)         
 
 
INCLUDES:    Live music    Recorded music    Dancing by entertainers/ performers 
 
                          Dancing by patrons    Amplification system    Theatrical exhibition    
 
                         Floorshow    Play     Moving picture show      Light show     Jukebox 
 
                         Other (please explain)         
 
 
As part of the entertainment, will any person be permitted to appear on the premises in any manner or 
attire as to expose to public view any portion of the pubic area, anus, or genitals, or any simulation 
thereof, or whether any person will be permitted to appear on the premises in any manner or attire as 
to expose to public view a portion of the breast below the top of the areola, or any simulation thereof?  
(M.G.L. Chp.140 Sec.183A) 
    ____ YES  ____ NO 

Josh Aviner

Stars Above Circus LLC

509 Pacific Street, PH2D, Brooklyn NY 11217

"  "

203 919 1676

josh@hideawaycircus.com

Circus Performance

1
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Item 4. a. Stars above Circus LLC Event at North Plain Farm



Form Revised 5/12/15 

Please circle:   INDOOR  or  OUTDOOR  Entertainment 

Exact Location of Entertainment (include sketch):       

Date(s) of Entertainment: Sunday,      

Start & End Times of Entertainment:   

Does your event involve any of the following?  (Check all that apply) 

  Food       Temporary Bathrooms      Tents       Stages    Temporary Signs 

  Electrical Permits       Building Permits        Police Traffic Details       Street Closures 

ALL entertainment licenses will be reviewed by the Design Review Team (DRT), which is 
comprised of several Town departments, for comments/concerns on this application. 

Pursuant to M.G.L. Ch. 62C, Sec. 49A, I certify under the penalties of perjury that I, to my best 
knowledge and belief, have filed all state tax returns and paid all state taxes required under law. 

  
Signature of Individual or Date  SS# or FID# 
Corporate Officer 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

TOWN USE ONLY: 

DRT Review with Conditions: 

 342 N Plain Rd, Housatonic, MA 01236

Sunday August 6th

4PM - 5:30PM

5/15/2023 87-1034797

Please ensure grass is mowed in the parking area to reduce risk of wildfire (hot vehicle exhaust 
can ignite tall grasses).

Tent permit required for temporary tents 800 sq ft or larger, and if more than 50 people in that 
then, Egress engineering by a Mass Licensed engineer is required.

The usual dog advice: leave the dog(s) at home. If you must bring the dog, use a collar or 
harness with license and rabies tags attached. Dogs must be on a leash no longer than six feet at 
all times in public. Don’t leave dog(s) in the car.

We understand organizers are in touch with health department for any food permits that might 
be required. 

Is there a plan for restrooms on site? Please indicate on the map their location(s).
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PREPARED AND APPROVED BY: DATE: 

_______________________________________________________ 5/30/2023 
Mark Pruhenski/Town Manager 

Selectboard Meeting Packet for July 12, 2023 
Item 5. a. Housatonic Water Works Temporary Relief for Residents/Customers

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

TITLE:  Housatonic Water Works – Financial Relief for Housatonic Residents and Businesses 

BACKGROUND: The Housatonic Water Works Co. (HWW) is a privately owned utility, regulated by the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Utilities (DPU) and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP). HWW serves roughly 1,400 residential and commercial customers through 849 service 
connections in the Village of Housatonic and portions of Stockbridge and West Stockbridge. 

Thanks to the efforts of Representative Pignatelli and Senator Hinds, Great Barrington will receive a total 
of $250,000 in relief funding that Chapter 268 of the Acts of 2022 included. In December of 2022, we 
submitted an application to DEP requesting a transfer of that funding and expect it to become available very 
soon. 

While we await the arrival of this funding, the Selectboard should begin to strategize how it would like to 
proceed with providing relief to HWW customers. 

Staff considered a few options including providing 5-gallon water jugs to residents during the most 
challenging summer weeks/months when manganese levels tend to spike, purchasing and providing a water 
filling station for residents, and providing small grants to property owners for the installation of water 
filtration systems. 

RECOMMENDATION: After careful consideration of the above noted options, staff recommends the 
following approach be considered: 

Offer grants of up to $500 per property for the installation of water filtration systems. This funding would 
be provided to a Housatonic property owner or tenant (with written permission from the property owner) 
as a reimbursement once the installation is completed by a licensed plumbing contractor and proof of 
installation and inspection (if applicable) has been submitted to the town (retroactive to January 1, 2018). 
This would allow us to provide funding to 500 property owners or tenants. The program would remain in 
place until the funds are exhausted. 

It’s unclear how many property owners are directly impacted and how many will install water filtration 
systems at this time. 

If after 6 months from program launch, funding remains available, the Selectboard should re-visit this 
discussion and consider providing additional funding to approved applicants.  

FISCAL IMPACT: None. Funding was provided by the State of Massachusetts. Costs to local taxpayers 
are limited to staff time spent managing the program.  
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 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
 
 PLANNING BOARD 
 

Telephone: (413) 528-1619 
Fax: (413) 528-2290 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 
 
 
 
June 23, 2023 
 
Selectboard 
Town Hall 
334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA  
 
RE:  Chapter 61A 
        206 Blue Hill Road 
 
Dear Members of the Selectboard: 
 
At its meeting of June 22, 2023, the Planning Board voted to recommend that the Selectboard waive their 
Right of First Refusal for property owned by JH Gilliam at 206 Blue Hill Road.  
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Kimberly L. Shaw 
 
Kimberly L. Shaw 
Planning Board Secretary 
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Item 6. b. Mason Library Courtyard Project- 

(Postponed until a future Selectboard meeting)



Selectboard Meeting Packet for July 12, 2023 
Item 6. C. Town Hall Campus Renovations 

(Postponed until a future Selectboard meeting)




