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Mark Pruhenski 
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Selectboard Regular Meeting  
Order of Agenda for Monday, March 8, 2021, at 6:00 PM, Via Zoom 

 
Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84802982961?pwd=bnRaRlNPcjhIdS8xMlVRK2ZpQ0JlZz09 
Webinar ID: 848 0298 2961  Passcode: 082962 Dial-in, audio-only: (929) 205 6099 
 
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s 
March 15, 2020 Order imposing strict limitation on the number of people that may gather in one place, this meeting of the Great Barrington 
Selectboard will be conducted via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific information and the general guidelines for remote 
participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on town’s website, at 
www.townofgb.org . For this meeting, members of the public who wish to listen to the meeting may do so by following the instructions at the top 
of the agenda. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public can 
adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. In the event that we are unable to do so, despite best efforts, we will post 
on the town’s website an audio or video recording, transcript, or other comprehensive record of proceedings as soon as possible after the meeting. 
 

*****ALL VOTES ARE ROLL CALL***** 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER SELECTBOARD REGUALR MEETING 
 

2. SELECTBOARD’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/STATEMENTS 
 

3. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 
a. Housatonic Water Works Updates 
b. Housatonic 

i. School Building 
ii. Main Street 

iii. Ramsdell Library 
iv. Community Center 
v. Sidewalks 

c. Town Buildings – Re-opening Plan 
 

4. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
a. Transfer of existing Retail Package Goods Store All Alcoholic Liquor license held by 

Aberdale’s Inc., to Saanvi Liquor Inc. d/b/a Aberdale’s, Sureshkumar Patel, Manager 
located at 10 Depot Street. (Discussion/Vote) 

  

http://www.townofgb.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84802982961?pwd=bnRaRlNPcjhIdS8xMlVRK2ZpQ0JlZz09
http://www.townofgb.org/


5. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
a. Strategic Sustainability and Livability Committee – composting and food waste 

diversion (cont’d) 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Berkshire Busk- Downtown Summer 2021 Music Program Presentation 

(Discussion/Vote) 
 

7. CITIZEN SPEAK TIME 
Citizen Speak Time is an opportunity for the Selectboard to listen to residents. Topics of 
particular concern or importance may be placed on a future agenda for discussion. This 
time is reserved for town residents only unless otherwise permitted by the chair, and 
speakers are limited to 3 minutes each. 

8. SELECTBOARD’S TIME 
9. MEDIA TIME  
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
NEXT SELECTBOARD MEETING 
Regular Meeting March 22, 2021 
Finance Committee FY22 Budget Hearing 
March 30, 2021 

Regular Meeting April 12, 2021 
Regular Meeting April 26, 2021 
 

 
Mark Pruhenski, Town Manager 
 
Pursuant to MGL. 7c. 30A sec. 20 (f), after notifying the chair of the public body, any person may make a video or audio recording of an open 
session of a meeting of a public body, or may transmit the meeting through any medium.  At the beginning of the meeting, the chair shall inform 
other attendees of any such recordings.  Any member of the public wishing to speak at the meeting must receive permission of the chair.  The 
listings of agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the chair, which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be 
discussed and other items not listed may be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 













EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

 
TITLE:  Food Waste Diversion- Municipal Composting 
 
 
BACKGROUND: The town’s Strategic Sustainability and Livability Committee (SS&LC) has been 
working over the past year to research numerous food waste reduction strategies and meeting with 
community stakeholders to identify the various options for discarding food waste locally. 
 
Their research has identified the following: 
 

1. It’s estimated that 1/3rd of all food is wasted, contributing to 8% of greenhouse gas emissions. 
2. Food is the largest contributor to landfill waste in the state, accounting for 17% of the municipal 

solid waste stream after recycling. 
3. Potential for converting food waste into animal feed and nutrient rich soil to promote local 

agriculture exists. 
4. The potential for financial savings also exists.   

 
RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends that the Selectboard vote to support the continued work of the 
SS&LC by developing partnerships that will help accomplish their goal of educating residents as well as 
supporting opportunities to divert food waste from the traditional landfill stream. This can be accomplished 
by using our social media platforms and our website, through signage at the transfer station, and through 
the distribution of pamphlets in strategic locations. 
 
Staff further recommends the Selectboard support the work of the SS&LC by encouraging them to work 
with our neighbors in Sheffield, work with staff to identify costs and/or cost savings for the town, and build 
relationships with other local stakeholders to establish a variety of options for alternative food waste 
disposal in Great Barrington and Housatonic. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT:  None at this time. 
 
 
PREPARED AND APPROVED BY:       DATE: 
 
Mark Phillips and Aretha Whitehead    3/17/2021 
Mark Phillips and Aretha Whitehead/SS&LC 
 
_____________________________________________________  3/17/2021 
Mark Pruhenski/Town Manager 
 
 




