
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
 
 OFFICE OF THE TOWN MANAGER 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 
Telephone: (413) 528-1619 x2900 

                  Fax: (413) 528-2290 
 
 

Mark Pruhenski 
Town Manager 
 
E-mail: mpruhenski@townofgb.org 
www.townofgb.org 

 
Selectboard Meeting via Zoom 

Order of Agenda for Monday, October 25, 2021, at 6:00 PM 
 

Please click the link below to join the webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81576658087?pwd=YXpwRWFUQlRISXRyMGdrOWlxbnB1UT09 
Webinar ID: 815 7665 8087  Passcode: 916916 Dial-in, audio-only: (929) 205 6099 
Pursuant to Governor Baker’s March 12, 2020 Order Suspending Certain Provisions of the Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A, §18, and the Governor’s 
June 16, 2021 Revised Order extending remote participation by all members in any meeting of a public body, this meeting of the Great Barrington 
Selectboard will be conducted via remote participation to the greatest extent possible. Specific information and the general guidelines for remote 
participation by members of the public and/or parties with a right and/or requirement to attend this meeting can be found on town’s website, at 
www.townofgb.org . For this meeting, members of the public who wish to listen to the meeting may do so in the following manner: See instructions 
at the top of the agenda. No in-person attendance of members of the public will be permitted, but every effort will be made to ensure that the public 
can adequately access the proceedings in real time, via technological means. 

 *****ALL VOTES ARE ROLL CALL***** 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER SELECTBOARD REGULAR MEETING 
 

2. CONVENE AS SEWER COMMISSIONERS 
a. Sewer Billing Changes 

 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. November 2, 2020 
b. November 9, 2020 
c. February 16, 2021 
d. February 17, 2021 

 
4. SELECTBOARD’S ANNOUNCEMENTS/STATEMENTS 

 
5. TOWN MANAGER’S REPORT 

a. Housatonic Water Works 
b. North Main Street Parking 
c. Taconic Parking Lot 
d. Lake Mansfield Road 
e. Berkshire Busk 

 
  

http://www.townofgb.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81576658087?pwd=YXpwRWFUQlRISXRyMGdrOWlxbnB1UT09


6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 
a. Special Permit application from Benjamin Wohlfert, PO Box 1347, Canaan, CT, for work 

in a floodplain and water quality protection overlay district at 121 Bridge Street, Great 
Barrington, in accordance with Sections 9.1, 9.2 and 10.4 of the Great Barrington Zoning 
Bylaw. Proposed work is within the 100-year flood plain of the Housatonic River, and 
consists of demolition of the existing single family home and construction of a new single 
family home. 

 
b. Chapter 87 Public Shade Tree Hearing 

 
7. PREVIOUS BUSINESS 

a. Housatonic Improvement Committee Update 
 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Selectboard Liaison List 

 
9. CITIZEN SPEAK TIME 

Citizen Speak Time is an opportunity for the Selectboard to listen to residents. Topics of 
particular concern or importance may be placed on a future agenda for discussion. This 
time is reserved for town residents only unless otherwise permitted by the chair, and 
speakers are limited to 3 minutes each. 

 

10. SELECTBOARD’S TIME 
 

11. MEDIA TIME  
 

12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
NEXT SELECTBOARD MEETING
November 1, 2021 November 8, 2021 November 22, 2021  

 
Mark Pruhenski, Town Manager 
Pursuant to MGL. 7c. 30A sec. 20 (f), after notifying the chair of the public body, any person may make a video or audio recording of an open 
session of a meeting of a public body, or may transmit the meeting through any medium.  At the beginning of the meeting, the chair shall inform 
other attendees of any such recordings.  Any member of the public wishing to speak at the meeting must receive permission of the chair.  The 
listings of agenda items are those reasonably anticipated by the chair, which may be discussed at the meeting.  Not all items listed may in fact be 
discussed and other items not listed may be brought up for discussion to the extent permitted by law. 







 
 
 
 
 
 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
 
 SELECTBOARD 
 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 
Telephone: (413) 528-1619, x2 

Fax: (413) 528-2290 
 www.townofgb.org 

STEPHEN BANNON 
CHAIR 
 
LEIGH S. DAVIS 
EDWARD ABRAHAMS 
GARFIELD REED 
ERIC GABRIEL 

SPECIAL PERMIT #  924-21 
 
NAME, ADDRESS, AND PROJECT:   Special Permit application from Benjamin Wohlfert, PO 
Box 1347, Canaan, CT, for work in a floodplain and water quality protection overlay district at 
121 Bridge Street, Great Barrington, in accordance with Sections 9.1, 9.2 and 10.4 of the Great 
Barrington Zoning Bylaw. Proposed work is within the 100-year flood plain of the Housatonic 
River, and consists of demolition of the existing single family home and construction of a new 
single family home. 
 
 

REVIEW MEETINGS 
 
These Boards and Commissions will hold meetings on the following dates to consider your application 
and make a recommendation to the ZBA (dates or times may be subject to change): 
 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION * Wednesday, September 22, 2021, 6:30 PM, via Zoom 
* Call the Conservation Agent in advance of the meeting to see if you should attend.  
 
PLANNING BOARD   Thursday, September 23, 2021, 6:00 PM, via Zoom 
Applicant must attend 
 
BOARD OF HEALTH **  Thursday, October 7, 2021, 6:30 PM, via Zoom  
** Call the Health Agent in advance of the meeting to see if you should attend.  
 

SPECIAL PERMIT PUBLIC HEARING 
 
The PUBLIC HEARING before the SELECTBOARD will be Monday, October 25, 2021, at 6:00 PM, 
via Zoom video/teleconference meeting. A Zoom link will be sent in advance of the hearing date.  
Applicant must attend.  
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TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 

PUBLIC HEARING  
 

NOTICE TO ABUTTERS 
 

 
The Great Barrington Selectboard will hold a public hearing on Monday, October 25, 2021 at 
6:00 pm, via Zoom remote video/teleconference, to act on the Special Permit application from 
Benjamin Wohlfert, PO Box 1347, Canaan, CT, for work in a floodplain and water quality 
protection overlay district at 121 Bridge Street, Great Barrington, in accordance with Sections 
9.1, 9.2 and 10.4 of the Zoning Bylaw. Proposed work is within the 100-year flood plain of the 
Housatonic River, and consists of demolition of the existing single family home and construction 
of a new single family home. 
 
The Zoom link and meeting ID will be listed on the meeting agenda, which is posted to the 
calendar on the Town website at least 48 hours in advance. Interested parties may contact the 
Planning Department at crembold@townofgb.org for more information.  
 

 

 

mailto:crembold@townofgb.org








































































 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 
 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 
  
 BOARD OF HEALTH 
 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 
Great Barrington, MA 01230 
 
Phone: 413-528-0680 
rjurczyk@townofgb.org 

                 
 
 

 
Michael Lanoue, Chair 
Peter Stanton, Vice Chair 
Ruby Chang, M.D. 

www.townofgb.org 
 

October 4, 2021 
 
Special Permit #924-21: Special Permit application on behalf of Benjamin Wohlfert of 121 Bridge 
Street, Great Barrington, MA for the complete demolition and reconstruction of a single- family house in 
the Housatonic River 100 year Flood Plain District. This permit is filed in accordance with Section 9.1 
and 10.4 of the Great Barrington Zoning Bylaws.  

 
Dear Selectboard,    
 
The Health Department reviewed Special Permit application #924-21 and recommends that the 
applicant contact the Health Department at his/ her earliest convenience to obtain a Demolition 
Checklist and to receive further instructions about the demolition process from a public health 
standpoint.  
 
 
 
Sincerely,  
Rebecca Jurczyk  
GB BOH Agent  
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 TOWN OF GREAT BARRINGTON 

 MASSACHUSETTS 
 __________ 

 

 PLANNING BOARD 

 

Telephone: (413) 528-1619 

Fax: (413) 528-2290 

Town Hall, 334 Main Street 

Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 

 

October 8, 2021 

 

Selectboard 

Town Hall 

334 Main Street 

Great Barrington, MA 01230 

 

Re: Special Permit  

       121 Bridge Street 

 

Dear Members of the Selectboard: 

 

At its meeting of September 23, 2021, the Planning Board voted to send a positive recommendation on 

the special permit applications submitted on behalf of the Benjamin Wholfert work in a floodplain and 

Water Quality Overlay District. It was recommended that the floor be raised to keep the floor joists 

out of flood water. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kimberly L. Shaw 

 

Kimberly L. Shaw 

Planning Board Secretary  

 

 

Cc: Chris Rembold, Town Planner 



 

EXHIBIT A  
 
FINDINGS OF FACT AND BASIS FOR DECISION 
 
Re:  Special Permit #924-21 
  121 Bridge Street 
  

A. Introduction 
 

This Special Permit application was filed on September 17, 2021 by Benjamin Wohlfert, Owner 
of 121 Bridge Street, Great Barrington. The application seeks permission from the Great 
Barrington Selectboard to do work in the floodplain of the Housatonic River. The application has 
been filed in accordance with Sections 9.1, 9.2 and 10.4 of the Zoning Bylaw.  
 
Civil engineering plans accompanying the application were prepared by White Engineering, Inc. 
of Pittsfield, MA and dated July 6, 2021. Architectural plans of the proposed new dwelling were 
prepared by PK Design of Canaan, CT and dated December 7, 2020. 

 
B. General Findings 

 
As described in the application and as shown on the accompanying plans the proposed work 
involves the demolition of the existing home and construction of a new two-story single family 
home in its place. The new structure will have ramps for handicapped accessibility, a large deck 
(built on helical piers) for accessible outdoor living, and a new two car garage. Overall it will 
have a larger floorplan than the existing house.  
 
The property lies within the B-3 zone, the Flood Plain Overlay District (FPOD), and Water 
Quality Overlay District (WQPOD) of the Zoning Bylaw. The proposed single family use is 
permitted in the B-3 zone, but the work requires a special permit per regulations of the FPOD and 
WQPOD. 
 
The project is in the jurisdiction of the Conservation Commission both for work in a floodplain 
and work near an intermittent stream. The Commission has approved the project by the issuance 
of an Order of Conditions. The plans presented with this special permit application were 
approved by the Commission.  
 
The proposal was also reviewed by the Board of Health and the Planning Board. The Board of 
Health requests that the applicant contact the Health Department to secure the necessary 
demolition permits. The Planning Board made a positive recommendation on the Special Permit, 
but noted that the bottoms of the proposed floor joists may be exposed to flood waters.  
 

C. Floodplain Overlay District Criteria and Specific Findings  
 
As the proposal involves the erection of a new structure, the alteration of an existing structure, 
and the filling of area within a floodplain, a special permit is required per Section 9.1.4 of the 
Zoning Bylaw.  
 
Section 9.1.5 requires the Selectboard to ensure that the applicant provides sufficient information 
to determine: 
 
(1) That the floor level of areas to be occupied by human beings as living or working space shall 
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be at a safe elevation; 
(2) That furnaces and utilities are protected from flooding and that the structure will withstand the 
effects of flooding in accordance with the State Building Code; 
(3) That the proposed construction, use or change of grade will not obstruct or divert the flood 
flow, reduce natural water storage or increase stormwater runoff so that water levels on other land 
are substantially raised or danger from flooding increased; 
(4) That safe vehicular and pedestrian movement to, over and from the premises is provided in 
the event of flooding; and, 
(5) That the proposed methods of drainage and sewage disposal are approved by the Board of 
Health and will not cause pollution or otherwise endanger health in the event of flooding. 
 
Findings: The Selectboard finds:  
(1) Living space is proposed to be at 676.62 feet above sea level, almost two feet above the flood 
level of 674.82;  
(2) All utilities will on the first floor, above floodwaters;  
(3) The plans demonstrate that there will no loss of floodplain storage, and the foundation will not 
obstruct flood flow, runoff, or water storage, and will not increase flood water levels on other 
land;  
(4) The plans demonstrate show the driveway and front walkway are above flood level;  
(5) The house will be served by public utilities. A Board of Health permit will be required prior to 
demolition of the existing house.   
 
Section 9.1.6 of the Zoning Bylaw requires the Selectboard to find the following in order to grant 
a floodplain special permit: 
 
(1) The use would otherwise be permitted if such land were not, by operation of this section, in 
the Floodplain Overlay District; and, 
(2) The use of such land for the proposed purpose will not interfere with the general purpose for 
which such Floodplain Overlay Districts have been established.  
 
Findings: The Selectboard finds: (1) that residential uses are allowed by right in this zone and (2) 
that the proposal includes additional flood storage and flood flow devices to ensure no reduction 
of flood storage capacity or movement of flood waters.   
 
Section 9.1.7 states that special permits for work in the floodplain issued under this section may 
be subject to such conditions as the Selectboard deems necessary in the interests of the public 
health, safety and welfare.  The burden of proving that the proposed use will not endanger the 
public health and safety of the occupants or the public shall rest upon the applicant.  
Finding: The Selectboard does not see the need for any conditions of this nature. 
 
Section 9.1.8 requires certification by a professional engineer, registered and licensed in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, to demonstrate that proposed floodway encroachments shall 
not result in any increase in flood levels during the occurrence of the one-hundred-year flood. 
Finding: The proposed work is not within the delineated floodway; this is not applicable. 
 
Section 9.1.9 states that granting of a special permit does not in any way indicate compliance with 
the provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act, MGL c. 131, § 40, which provides, among other 
things, that no person shall remove, fill, dredge or alter any swamp, creek, river, stream, pond or 
lake or any land subject to flooding, except with a written permit from the Conservation 
Commission. 
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Findings: Applicant filed for and received an Order of Conditions from the Conservation 
Commission, as required by the Wetlands Protection Act.  

 
D. Water Quality Protection District 

 
The proposed house, garage, driveway, etc. will result a total of 5,468 square feet of impervious 
area. Per Section 9.2.12 of the WQPOD, the proposal requires a special permit because it increases 
the impervious area of a lot by more than 15% or 2,500 square feet.  
 
The requirements of the WQPOD are to ensure that a project provides a method(s) to capture, 
treat, and infiltrate stormwater into the underlying aquifer, so that the development of impervious 
surface does not degrade the quality or quantity of water entering into and recharging the 
groundwater aquifer.   
 
As shown in the plans and in the Stormwater Report, the Civil Engineer has designed the proposal 
to address these parameters. The proposal includes stormwater management measures including 
rain gardens, vegetation (grass), and stone swales to slow, capture, and filter runoff. The Engineer 
calculates that the required recharge volume to be 114 cubic feet, and these stormwater measures 
will result in a total recharge volume of 135 cubic feet, more than is required. During the 
construction, silt fences and erosion control barriers and other stormwater best management 
practices will limit and control the work area, and will protect the floodplain and the intermittent 
stream. The construction of the large deck will utilize helical piers, a less invasive technique 
which does not require the extensive excavation needed for conventional piers and footings.  
 
Section 9.2.13 item 3 states that the Selectboard may grant a WQPOD special permit only upon 
finding that the standards of Section 9.2.8 (Prohibited Uses) and Section 9.2.9 (Prohibited Uses, 
Inner Zone) are met, and that following two standards are also met: (a.) [the project will] in no 
way, during construction or thereafter, adversely affect the existing or potential quality or quantity 
of water that is available in the WQPOD; and (b.) [the project] be designed to avoid substantial 
disturbance of the soils, topography, drainage, vegetation, and other water-related natural 
characteristics of the site to be developed.  
 
Findings: The Selectboard hereby finds: 
Sections 9.2.8 and 9.2.9 do not apply to this proposal or this site. More than the required amount 
of recharge volume is provided and the proposed stormwater management and groundwater 
infiltration measures comply with the standards of this section. The project will not diminish the 
quantity or quality of water available in the WQPOD. The project is designed to avoid substantial 
disturbance of the soils, topography, drainage, and other water-related natural characteristics of the 
site during and after construction. 

 
E. General Special Permit Criteria and Specific Findings  
 

Section 10.4.2 of the Zoning Bylaw, granting of a special permit requires a written determination 
by the Special Permit Granting Authority “that the adverse effects of the proposed use will not 
outweigh its beneficial impacts to the town or the neighborhood, in view of the particular 
characteristics of the site, and of the proposal in relation to that site.” This determination shall 
include consideration of the following six criteria: 

 
1. Social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal; 
2. Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading; 
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3. Adequacy of utilities and other public services; 
4. Neighborhood character and social structures; 
5. Impacts on the natural environment; and, 
6. Potential fiscal impact, including impact on town services, tax base, and employment. 

 
Consideration of the Criteria in relation to SP 924-21: 

 
Per Section 10.4.2 of the Zoning Bylaw, granting of any special permit requires a determination 
by the Special Permit Granting Authority “that the adverse effects of the proposed use will not 
outweigh its beneficial impacts to the town or the neighborhood, in view of the particular 
characteristics of the site, and of the proposal in relation to that site.” The six criteria and the 
Board’s considerations in relation each are detailed below:  

 
1. Social, economic, or community needs which are served by the proposal. 

• The proposed work will result in a new home that is accessible to persons with 
disabilities.  

 
2. Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading. 

• The proposed work has no impact on traffic flow or safety.  
 

3. Adequacy of utilities and other public services. 
• The proposed work has no impact on public services. 

 
4. Neighborhood character and social structures. 

• The proposed work will improve the property. 
 

5. Impacts on the natural environment. 
• The proposed work will not impair flood storage and will not impact flood flows or 

aquifer recharge quality or quantity.   
 

6. Potential fiscal impact, including impact on town services, tax base, and employment. 
• The proposed work will have a positive fiscal impact on the tax base by replacing a 

vacant deteriorated structure with a new home. 
 

Finding: 
 

In consideration of the above Findings, this Selectboard finds that the benefits of the proposal 
outweigh any possible detrimental impacts.  

 
F. Proposed Conditions 
 

None  



DRAFT MOTIONS 
 
SP # 924-21 
 
Benjamin Wohlfert, PO Box 1347, Canaan, CT, for work in a floodplain and water quality protection 
overlay district at 121 Bridge Street, Great Barrington, in accordance with Sections 9.1, 9.2 and 10.4 of 
the Great Barrington Zoning Bylaw. Proposed work is within the 100-year flood plain of the Housatonic 
River, and consists of demolition of the existing single family home and construction of a new single 
family home. 
 
DRAFT MOTIONS 
 
(If the Board has amended the Findings based on the Public Hearing and its discussion, be sure to specify those 
changes and approve the findings “as amended.”) 
 
VOTE ON FINDIINGS 
 
 

move to approve the Findings of Fact for Special Permit #924-21, as written / as amended and 
referenced as Exhibit A. 
 
Second: __________ 
 
Roll call vote: Davis ____  Gabriel _____ Reed _____  

Abrahams ____ Bannon  ____ 
 
 
VOTE ON SPECIAL PERMIT 

 
Move, in view of the approved Findings of Fact, to approve Special Permit #924-21 for Benjamin 
Wohlfert for the proposed work in the floodplain and water quality protection overlay district at 
121 Bridge Street: 
 
Second: __________ 
 
Roll call vote: Davis ____  Gabriel _____ Reed _____  

Abrahams ____ Bannon  ____ 
 

 



From: Kress, Ryan
To: Amy Pulver
Cc: Fiske, Luke
Subject: Re: Nationalgrid Chapter 87 Public Tree Hearing Request.
Date: Tuesday, September 21, 2021 5:58:49 AM

**CAUTION:**
**This is an external email, be vigilant**

***Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender (and their email address) and know the
content is safe***

Good morning,

I would like to request a chapter 87 hearing with the selectmen be scheduled in regards to the
removal of trees along the main power lines. I have attached a list of the trees. I would also
like to seek approval for ground cutting of stems and saplings 8" in diameter and under of line
inappropriate species along pubic way and within 8 feet of the main lines. Also included in this
work would be a revision to the trim spec along portions of the main line. Increasing the trim
zone to 15' above and 8' to the side of the lines. The roads effected would be Division St, Park
St, Lake Buel Rd and Monument Valley Rd. This work is to bring the areas into compliance with
the regulated maintenace spec and reduce tree related grow ins and outages on this line.

Thank you,
Ryan Kress
Arborist NE-6624A
Nationalgrid's Hazard Tree/EVM Program
C: 508-340-2103
E: ryan.kress@nationalgrid.com

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s)
only. The content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you
are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail
and any attachments. You should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this
transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page or our US Contacts
Page (accessed by clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents
from this transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for
viruses. An e-mail reply to this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons
or lawful business practices.

mailto:Ryan.Kress@nationalgrid.com
mailto:apulver@Townofgb.org
mailto:Lucas.Fiske@nationalgrid.com
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/contact-us/
https://www1.nationalgridus.com/ContactUs
https://www1.nationalgridus.com/ContactUs






From: Kress, Ryan
To: Amy Pulver
Cc: Fiske, Luke
Subject: Re: EXT || RE: Nationalgrid Chapter 87 Public Tree Hearing Request.
Date: Friday, October 8, 2021 3:03:13 PM
Attachments: 85 Lake Buel Rd Assessment.pdf

**CAUTION:**
**This is an external email, be vigilant**

***Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender (and their email address) and know the
content is safe***

Good afternoon, Amy.

The only 2 trees the tree warden has an issue with are a hickory, which I'm willing to leave,
and a cottonwood. The cottonwood is a sticking point for us hence the selectmen's meeting.
Attached is an overview of the reasons why we would like to remove the cottonwood for the
selectmen to review. It should provide a basic understanding and I can take further questions
during the meeting that they may have. I'd also be more than happy to take questions
regarding the ground cutting and trimming if they have any.

Thank you!

Ryan Kress
Arborist
Nationalgrid's HTM/EVM Program
C: 508-340-2103
E: Ryan.Kress@nationalgrid.com

This e-mail, and any attachments are strictly confidential and intended for the addressee(s)
only. The content may also contain legal, professional or other privileged information. If you
are not the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately and then delete the e-mail
and any attachments. You should not disclose, copy or take any action in reliance on this
transmission.

You may report the matter by contacting us via our UK Contacts Page or our US Contacts
Page (accessed by clicking on the appropriate link)

Please ensure you have adequate virus protection before you open or detach any documents
from this transmission. National Grid plc and its affiliates do not accept any liability for
viruses. An e-mail reply to this address may be subject to monitoring for operational reasons
or lawful business practices.

For the registered information on the UK operating companies within the National Grid group

mailto:Ryan.Kress@nationalgrid.com
mailto:apulver@Townofgb.org
mailto:Lucas.Fiske@nationalgrid.com
http://www2.nationalgrid.com/contact-us/
https://www1.nationalgridus.com/ContactUs
https://www1.nationalgridus.com/ContactUs



History and visual assessment of the Cottonwood at 85 Lake Buel Rd. 


 


 


 


Located at 85 Lake Buel Road there is a large Cottonwood tree. Visual assessment of the tree confirms 
biological health but structural integrity and location issues. The tree is located at the edge of the road 
with main distribution lines located under the tree. This presents challenges as Cottonwood is a weak 
wooded species prone to breakage in storms even when healthy. Given the trees size just about any 
failure in the tree on the road side will cause extensive damage to infrastructure and endanger the 
general public. 
 







 
 
This specific limb failure resulted in the secondary line going to the homeowner’s house to be taken 
down and onto their vehicles creating a safety hazard for the customer. There are multiple large limb 
failures in the tree and at my initial assessment in 2020 there was a large limb being suspended about 
40’ in the air by vines. It has since fallen or was removed over the winter. 
 


 


The circled areas are where the line had sustained damage in the past and needed repairs. 
 
 


 


 


 


 







More concerning than the weak wooded nature of the species itself is the potential for catastrophic 
failure of the tree.  


 
 
Circled are the reproductive structures of a polypore fungi which infected the tree long ago. It has been 
slowly decaying the inside of the tree at that major lead junction and the trunk of the tree below. The 
result of either of these areas failing will be main lines down and multiple broken poles. The customer at 
85 Lake Buel Rd would not be able to leave their house for an extended period of time and the road 
would be impassable until cleanup and reconstruction could be completed. The resulting outage would 
affect all of Lake Buel Rd and parts of New Marlborough. 
 
With all of this in mind National grid would like to remove the tree in order to eliminate any further 
damage to their infrastructure and to make the area safer for the homeowners nearby. 







From: Erik Haupt <erik@haupttree.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 15, 2021 12:06 PM
To: Michael Peretti <mperetti@wheelerandtaylor.com>
Subject: Re: cottonwood tree on Lake Buel Rd.

Morning Mike,

I did a quick visual assessment of this tree yesterday. This poplar tree, Populus deltoides, is likely over a 
well a hundred years old. I don’t see any compelling reason to remove the tree at this time. There is no 
evidence of any extensive decay or crown dieback, in other words this is a reasonably healthy tree.

While I understand Mr. Kress‘s concerns there are numerous trees, particularly Eastern White pines 
along Lake Buel road, that have large horizontal branches overhanging National Grid’s conductors that 
could cause potential outages. There is no reason to single out this tree due to its size and age.

Erik G. Haupt, II
The Haupt Tree Company, Inc.
erik@haupttree.com
413 446-1952

Massachusetts Certified Arborists
Connecticut Licensed Arborists
ISA Certified Arborists
TCIA Accredited Company

NOTICE: This e-mail message and all attachments transmitted with it are intended solely for the 
use of the addressee and may contain legally privileged and confidential information. If the reader 
of this message is not the intended recipient, or an employee or agent responsible for delivering 
this message to the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, 
distribution, copying, or other use of this message or its attachments is strictly prohibited. If you 
have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this 
message and please delete it from your computer.

https://www.facebook.com/Wheeler-Taylor-Insurance-195110153832636/




Shagbark Hickory 



Poplar Tree 100years old +





 







 











 



Selectboard Liaison List - 2021

S:\Selectboard\Policies\Selectboard Liaison List 2021

Board/Committee/Department Selectboard Member(s) Authority
Affordable Housing Trust Fund Garfield Reed SB Representative
Berkshire Regional Planning Commission (Pedro and Malcolm)
Berkshire Regional Transit Authority (Tate Coleman)
Broadband and Fiber in GB Ed Abrahams
Community Preservation Committee Leigh Davis SB Representative
Covid Task Force Stephen Bannon & Ed Abrahams
Cultural District Committee Ed Abrahams
Emergency Medical Services (EMS) Stephen Bannon & Leigh Davis 
Housatonic Improvement Committee Eric Gabriel
Housatonic Water Stephen Bannon & Leigh Davis
Lake Mansfield Improvement Task Force Leigh Davis SB Representative
Marijuana Ed Abrahams 
Open Space & Recreation Committee Eric Gabriel
Parking Ed Abrahams
Planning Board Subcommittee Garfield Reed & Leigh Davis
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