
Strategic Sustainability and Livability Committee of Great Barrington 
Minutes of  ____03/17/21_______ 

Location:  Zoom_____ 
            Start: _____5:47____  End: ____7:05_____ 

 
 

Name   
Name 

 
   

Natalie Narotzky 
 

x 

Jesse Carter x 
 

Jovanina Pagano x    
Mark Phillips x    

Aretha Whitehead x 
X = present     O = absent     

 
 

Note taker: _____Jesse__ 
 

 

ISSUE DISCUSSION HIGHLIGHTS, DECISIONS, 
RECOMMENDATIONS  

ACTION/FOLLOW-UP  
NEXT DEADLINE 

 INTRODUCTIONS OF ATTENDEES, CHRIS ROYER ON AG COMMISSION 
DAVID BRUNO, REST CONSULTANT, OPENING WINE SHOP, INTERESTED IN JOINING 

COMMITTEE 
JOHN MORRELL, PROF OF LIT AT SIMONS ROCK, TEACHING COURSE ON CLIMATE 

FICTION 

 



1 LUKE PRYJMA, AG COM MEMBER, MVP CARES PROGRAM ATTENDANT 
PETER STANTON, RUNS PROGRAM FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES, GROWING FOOD, 

MAKING COMPOST 
GEORGES PICHARD, (HE/HIM) FELLOW WITH GB LABS, INTERESTED IN INVOLVEMENT  

VIVIAN, CHAIR OF AG COMMISSION, INTERESTED IN COLLABORATION, LISTENING  

 

2 VACANCY PROCESS FOR SSL COMMITTEE.  
IF INTERESTED, LOOK THROUGH MISSION AND NOTES, JOVANINA AND NATALIE OPEN 

TO CONVERSATION ABOUT WHATS HAPPENING MOVING FORWARD,  
SEND LETTER OF INTEREST AND CV(OPTIONAL) 

 

3 APPROVAL OF LAST MONTHS MINUTES MARK MOTIONED 
ARETHA SECONDED 

4 SELECT BOARD MEETING, SUPPORT OFFERED FOR COMPOSTING MEASURES AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS. AMENDMENT WAS, TO NOT ENDORSE A SPECIFIC ENTITY IN 

TOWN, WHETHER IT IS FOR PROFIT OR NONPROFIT. NOT IN THE TOWNS REALM. 
COMMITTEE CAN DIRECT PEOPLE TOWARDS THE OPTIONS OF WHERE WE CAN TAKE 
FOOD WASTE. OPEN TO WORKING TOGETHER, GETTING INVOLVED WITH SMIRP AND 

RECYCLING DIVIDENDS, IN ORDER TO GET MONEY BACK FOR THE TOWN TO SUPPORT 
MONEY FOR THE TRANSFER STATION. REQUIRES SSL COMMITTEE TO PARTICIPATE IN 

GRANT WRITING.  
PERMISSION GRANTED TO WORK WITH SEAN VAN DEUSEN TO MOVE THE PROGRAMS 

FORWARD 
WORK WITH THE TOWN TO CREATE SIGNAGE FOR THE TOWN AND FOR COMPOSTING.  

THEY ARE WILLING TO PUT UP A SIGN IF WE DESIGN IT. MARK THINKING ABOUT 
INVITING STUDENTS AND PEERS AT SIMONS ROCK TO HELP WITH THE DESIGN PROCESS.  

LOOK AT A DRAFT, AND LOOK INTO 
BUDGET FOR THE SIGNAGE, THAT 

WOULD HAVE A TIMELINE.  
 

CAN WE FIND OUT IF WE CAN USE 
OUR BUDGET FOR TOTES/BUCKETS? 

 
DELIBERATE BEFORE NEXT 

MEETING, MARK, ARETHA, (3RD 
PERSON?) 

 
SET UP A MEETING WITH SEAN 

ABOUT PROCESS.  



PETER INTERESTED IN WHAT EXACTLY THE TOWN CAN AND CANNOT ADVOCATE FOR. 
CAN ANYONES’ LEAVES BE DELIVERED SOMEWHERE?  

HOW TO INCLUDE STANTON FARM AND BERKSHIRE COMPOST IN SIGNAGE THAT MEETS 
THE TOWNS PARAMETERS. 

POSSIBILITY OF KEEPING THE WEBSITE PAGE THAT WE’RE ON. BARCODES AT THE 
TRANSFER STATION TO SEE THE LIST OF WHERE THEY CAN BRING THEIR 

COMPOSTABLES.  
MARK AND ARETHA WILL TAKE LEAD ON WORKING ON ADMIN PIECES.  

HOW DO WE EXECUTE THE SIGN MAKING PROCESS. NO DEADLINE.  
WHOSE JOB IS IT TO GO TO THE SITE, FIGURE OUT SIZE 

WEBSITE COMMUNICATIONS CAN BE DONE FIRST, THEN BE A LITTLE MORE 
THOUGHTFUL WITH SIGN. PAMPHLET POSSIBILITY.  

MAKE BUCKETS OR TOTES AVAILABLE USING BUDGET.  
 

 
CHECK ON ENGINEERING STUDY 

 
INFO FOR WEBSITE 

 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST?? 

PROMOTING  

 ENGINEERING STUDY OF THE TRANSFER STATION? 
NO CONCRETE INFORMATION. DATA COLLECTED, ALBEIT UNOFFICIAL.  

CROSS-MUNICIPALITY COMMUNICATIONS ABOUT MOVING FORWARD WITH 
COMPOSTING. INCLUDE STANTON HOME AND BERKSHIRE COMPOST IN  

 
INCREASED TRAFFIC ALREADY. CAN WE ASK RESTAURANTS TO DIVERT FOOD WASTE? 

OTHER SOURCES OF FOOD WASTE. HOW TO GROW WITH POTENTIAL DEMAND FOR 
INCREASED COMPOST.  

CAN WE PROMOTE COMPOSTING INFORMATION ON OUR PERSONAL ACCOUNTS? 
 

HOW WILL THIS BE FRAMED BY OUR WORK IN THE MVP WORKSHOP? (LUKE) 

MARK, ARETHA, PETER, DAVID TO 
DISCUSS RESTUANANT PROCESS  



HOW WILL IT END UP TO SUPPORT GIDEONS GARDEN, OR BACK TO FARMS AND TO 
FOLKS THAT NEED IT.  

USING MVP GRANT MONEY FOR IMPLEMENTING MVP FUNDAMENTALS. COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH. HOW DO WE FIGURE OUT WHAT THE COMMUNICATION IS WITH 

RESTAURANTS?  
COMMUNICATE OPTIONS WITH RESTAURANTS.  

 

 MVP NEXT STEPS 
COMPLETED WITH 10 WEEK TRAINING, CULTURAL COMPETENCY, CLIMATE JUSTICE, 

SOCIAL JUSTICE. 
SERIES OF FOCUS GROUPS, ONE FOR THE TOWN, “MINI TRAINING” AND BRINGING 

PEOPLE UP TO SPEED, CREATING AWARENESS.  
PREPARING FOLKS TO COME TOGETHER FOR MULTICULTURAL DINNERS. DIVERSE 
SPACES TO ENGAGE IN A DIALOGUE AROUND CLIMATE JUSTICE AND AWARENESS.  

 
VIRTUAL DINNERS, FOOD CAN DELIVERED OR PICKED UP,  

GOAL FOR FOCUS GROUPS, TAKE FEEDBACK TO COMMUNITY, WRITE UP ACTION STEPS 
TOWARDS A MORE JUST AND RESILIENT CLIMATE COMMUNITY.  

 
CONTINUUM OF ENGAGEMENT TO OWNERSHIP. PROBLEM WITH “PRESENTING 

FINDINGS”, EVEN IF IT COMES FROM A DIVERSE, MULTICULTURAL GROUP OF AWARE 
CITIZENS. “PRESENTING” STILL HAS A CULTURAL STIGMA  
HOW TO CENTER THE NEEDS OF THE MOST VULNERABLE.  

 
2 FISCAL YEARS GRANT.  

HOW TO BUILD TRUST WITHOUT MICROAGGRESSIONS 

SCHEDULING FOCUS GROUPS AND 
DINNERS 



 
“FUTURE STORIES” PROJECT FROM RHODE ISLAND.  

 
HOW DO WE FRAME THE QUESTIONS AND THE ENGAGEMENT, AND THEN COMMUNICATE 

THE FINDINGS IN A CULTURALLY COMPETENT MANNER.  

 FOOD ASSESSMENT DISCUSSION.  
FOOD SYSTEMS COLLABORATION.  (ARETHA’S WORK WITH GREENAGERS, TOWNS 2ND 

PHASE FOCUS ON FOOD JUSTICE) 
GB RECEIVED A GRANT “GROWING BETTER GB: A FOOD SYSTEM FOR CLIMATE 

RESILIENCY, ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND FOOD SECURITY.” 
 

ADVANCING FOOD SECURITY, INCREASE GREEN JOBS IN RELATION TO FOOD SYSTEMS, 
COMMUNITY GARDENS, INTEGRATING DIVERSE AND BIODIVERSE LAND USE.  

STARTS IN THE FALL, ORGANIZING CORE GROUP.  
JOINT MEETINGS AND INCLUSIVE TO THOSE OUTSIDE COMMITTEE. ACQUAINT WITH 
CONWAY SCHOOL FOR SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPE PLANNING AND DESIGN.  FOOD 

SYSTEMS PLANNING. HOW TO REACH GOALS IN GB. WILL GET A TEAM OF GRADUATE 
STUDENTS ALONGSIDE THESE EFFORTS.  

 
LEARN FROM COLLECTIVE WISDOM AND EXPERIENCE OF PEOPLE.  

 

 HOW TO COLLABORATE IN A CONNECTED WAY WITH THE LENS OF REGENERATIVE 
DESIGN AND BE ABLE TO ADAPT OUR PROCESS TO INTEGRATE CULTURAL COMPETENCE. 

 
THINK FOOD CONFERENCE TWICE A YEAR. ONE DAY EVENT AT SIMONS ROCK  

 AG COMMISSION HAS BEEN A SPONSOR. BERSKHIRE POLLINATORS. MA HEALTHY SOILS 
CO-AUTHOR?  

 



 UPCOMING MEETING DATES 
04/21 ARETHA WILL TAKE NOTES 
05/19  MARK WILL TAKE NOTES 

 

 CITIZEN SPEAK 
 

OTHER CONSTITUENCIES, BERKSHIRES HAVE A BIG LANDSCAPING, AND 2ND 
HOMEOWNER POPULATION, CAN WE ORGANIZE LANDSCAPERS, GARDENERS TO BE A 

PART OF THIS. GROCERY STORES, FOOD BANKS, ETC  
 

MVP FOCUS GROUPS, GROUP OF SCHOLARS DOING CLIMATE CHANGE AND POLICY 
WORK, DECISION THEATRES. PROMOTING CIVIC ENGAGEMENT… 

 
 

JOHN ON AGENDA TO REPORT BACK 
ABOUT “DECISION THEATRE” 

 MEETING ADJOURNED  

 

Adjourned at 7:05 

Minutes submitted by Jovanina Pagano, 11/4/2021 


	RECOMMENDATIONS 

